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1. Executive Summary

The political context

After the original calendar of elections stipulated holding the first round of the presidential
elections on 17 November 2019, that is after the legislative elections are held on 6 October,
the vacancy of the post of President of the Republic as a result of the death of Mr.
Mohamed Al-Beji Caied Essebsi had led to a change in the elections schedule and an
overlap in its courses. However, the organization of premature presidential elections did
not prevent the peaceful transfer of power from being maintained from interim President
Mr. Mohamed Ennaceur to the elected president in the second round of the presidential
elections on 13 October Mr. Kais Saied. As for the legislative elections, they have kept their
original schedule and led to the election of the second Assembly of People’s

Representatives since the adoption of the 2014 constitution.

The outgoing Legislative Council (2014-2019) was characterised by the instability in most of
political parties, which had resulted in splits and multiple transfers from one parliamentary
bloc to another or what it was termed as “parliamentary tourism”. Overall, this
phenomenon included 87 deputies most of whom belong to Call of Tunisia Movement
(Nidaa Tounes).

Electoral promises related to improving the economic situation in Tunisia had dominated
candidates’ programs and statements in the 2014 elections and more clearly in the 2019

elections. This issue represents one of the main challenges to the new legislature.

The legal and institutional framework of the elections

The Constitution, in chapter 34, enshrines the rights of elections, voting and candidacy and
confirms that they are guaranteed according to what is prescribed by law, as confirmed in
chapter 49. Several international treaties are also an integral part of the legal framework

for the elections.

The Constitution emphasizes the unity of the electoral law; the National Constituent
Assembly had approved the Organic Law No. 16-2014 of May 26, 2014 that is related to the
elections and the referendum that was emended twice by the Organic Law No. 7-2017 of 14
February 2017 and by the Organic Law No. 76-2019 of 29 August 2019. The Organic Law No.16-
2014 is considered the first legal provision that facilitates the holding of free, fair and
transparent presidential, legislative, regional, and local elections for permanent

institutions.



Another important legal provision related to the electoral administration is added to the
elections legal framework; it is the Organic Law No. 23-2012 of 20 December 2012 related to
the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE). This law grants the Authority a
general mandate to carry out all processes related to the organization, management and
supervision of elections and referendums. This legislative framework related to election
management, which was adopted before the promulgation of the Constitution, has been
reinforced by another new legal provision that was adopted after the sealing of the
constitution; it is the Organic Law No. 47-2018 of 7 August2018 on the provisions common to
independent constitutional bodies. However, some of the provisions of this law have not
been respected. In particular, those related to the obligation of adhering to the principle of

gender parity in the composition of the boards of bodies.

We note that in addition to the intensity of political bickering that take place whenever the
election of the ISIE board members begins, either in the framework of partial renewal or in
the context of making up for the vacancies following resignations, there is a substantial

delay in schedules, which can go as far as violating the provisions of the Constitution.

Nevertheless, generally we can say that the elections legal framework in Tunisia authorizes
the organisation of democratic legislative and presidential elections complying with the
good international standards and practices. The aforementioned framework, however, is
not without weaknesses; lack of the precision of some concepts, absence of a legal text that
regulates opinion polls processes and the question of impunity with regard to electoral
crimes. Moreover, judicial appeals against electoral candidacies and the initial results of
the elections are not available to the entire electorate. This is added to the absence of a
legal framework related to funding political parties, as well as the absence of an effective
control on the unauthorized funding of political parties. There was also a weakness in the
control over the application of campaign rules, especially the campaign expenditures as

well as the rules applicable to mass media and social media networks.

Besides, in the 2019 legislative elections there was a renewed reliance on the territorial
division and the system of allocation of seats that was set up ahead of the National
Constituent Assembly elections in 2011. This option did not take into consideration the two

factors of demographic growth and the movement of citizens from one region to another.

We can also note the delay in adopting the new legal framework for the audiovisual
communication sector which should also include legislative provisions related to the
Constitutional Commission for Audiovisual Communication which would play a significant

role in the regulation of laws and control of the media during the electoral process.



Adopted Methodology

This report has mainly employed the analytical approach since it has allowed us to deal
with the rich data provided by the multitude of information embedded in the two
questionnaires results. In the context of adopting this approach, we have explained the
results, criticized some of their contents and devised some recommendations. The
quantitative approach was also adopted especially in the processes of analyzing data and
calculating and comparing rates. The comparative approach was also relatively considered
in this report in the context of comparing situations in elections prior the ones that are the
subject of the report, or between the five governorates under study or between Tunisian

geographical regions other than the southern region concerned with this study.

Findings and interpretations:

- The role of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) and the extent
of its success in the registration of voters and in educational awareness campaigns
The Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) has succeeded in voters’ registration
campaigns all over the country as it was able to register one million and 400 new voters,
which helped make the overall number of voters increase in the five governorates under

study.

Their number has reached 230674 in the governorate of Gabes, 114022 of whom are males,
which represents 43.49 % and 116652 females representing 50.57%. As for the governorate of
Mednine, the number has become 290480, 149809 are males, which represents 51.57% and
140671 females, which constitutes 48.43%.

Concerning the governorate of Tataouine, the number of voters in the electoral register has
reached 88264 of whom 44584 are males representing 50.51% and 43680 are females
constituting 49.49%. In Kebili, the number of voters in the electoral register has become
104271 of whom 49522 are males, which represents 47.49% and 54749 are females
representing 52.51%, while in the governorate of Tozeur the number of voters has become
75579, with 36388 are males representing 48.15% and 39191 are females representing 51.85%.
We can admit that the success of the voters’ registration campaigns reflects a great effort
and good governance based on an effective and direct targeting of some social groups
whose registration rates were not high. This success, however, remains relative as the
number of Tunisians over the age of 18 and who are not enlisted in the electoral register
ranges between one million and a half and two millions, among them is a great number of

Tunisians living abroad and a considerable number of rural women.



Along the clear success of the ISIE in the voters' registration campaigns all over the country,
the educational awareness campaigns targeting voters did not rise up to the required level.
For the aforementioned campaigns were neither as intense, nor as good and effective as
they were. Moreover, not enough material resources have been employed for this purpose,
which did not help the voters understand the delicate nature of the elected powers’
authorities and this is reflected in the answers of great rates of voters. As well, it did not
sufficiently encourage a part of enlisted voters to participate on one or on all of the three
polling days that took place in Tunisia in 2019.

- The extent of respondents’ interest in political affairs (especially youth and

women) in the five southern governorates
Within the framework of conducting the questionnaire related to the legislative elections,
6975 people were interviewed in the five governorates: 3486 were females (representing
49.98%) with the youth who are under 36 years of age represent 56.1%, that is 3916 young
men and women. We note that, in all governorates, there is a prevailing absence and a lack
of interest in political affairs among all the respondents, including females and youth,
ranging between about two thirds and half of the respondents, something that was
confirmed by the adherence to civil society and political parties index as some rates
ranging between more than three quarters and four fifths of the respondents show that
they had never engaged in associations, organisations or parties before.
As for completing the questionnaire about the presidential elections, the same tendencies
are confirmed with some differences. 2871 people were interviewed in the five governorates
among them 1235 were females representing 43.02% of whom the youth under the age of 36
years represent 56.1%, that is 1611 young men and women. In all governorates, we have
noticed an overwhelming and a lack of interest in political affairs among the respondents
including females and youth to approximately two third of the respondents in four
governorates out of five, which is confirmed by the affiliation to civil society and political
parties index. For, rates about four fifths of the respondents in four governorates show that
they had never engaged in associations, organisations or parties before.

- The deep causes behind low rates of interest in political affairs related to the

economic and social situation all over the country and their relationship with the

satisfaction rates related to the political situation
The overwhelming absence or lack of interest in political affairs among a wide range of
respondents seems not surprising and is not specific neither to females nor to youth in the
five southern governorates. To some extent, it is a common denominator to these two

categories all over the country. We have to state, here, structural causes related to the low
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performance of the educational system in the domain of civic education that is incapable
to establish a strong civic culture in the Tunisian society and especially among the Tunisian
youth. Despite the dynamism of many civil society organisations and their endeavour to
overcome this shortcoming, their capability for training and consciousness raising remains
quantitatively limited. The conservative character that predominates the mentioned
governorates has influenced especially women'’s interest in political affairs. If it were not
for the vertical parity mechanism that imposes that half of the candidates are women, they
would have been fewer in number in the five southern governorates. It is important to
recall that the number of lists headed by women in the five electoral districts during the
legislative elections of 2019 did not exceed 12 lists out of 175. Perhaps, we can reckon that
the main deep causes behind these low rates, and in relation with the economic and social
situation of the country, are associated with the hopelessness among a wide range of
young people to get out of a state of marginalization.
The core of the problem is that the Tunisian young people, especially those who are
unemployed, had participated in the revolution asking for employment and development,
and the politicians had promised them a lot during the previous electoral campaigns.
Nevertheless, they came to realize that the “peaceful” alternation in power did not lead to
the required results. This means that all spectrums of politicians cannot be trusted
especially that the economic and social situation has deteriorated because of excessive
rise in prices which has led, in recent years, to a great deterioration of the purchasing
power of most Tunisians. Hence, all this has compounded the absence or the limited
interest in public affairs among male and female young people as hopelessness inevitably
leads to reluctance.

- The extent to which women and youth respondents are involved in local issues

and concerns
The index of belonging to civil society organisations or to political parties seems to be the
most significant index that the questionnaire allows to us to measure the extent to which
women and youth interviewees are involved in local issues and concerns, since the
affiliation to parties leads somehow to the participation in local issues and concerns,
whereas the affiliation to civil society means civil practice for the role of pressure force and
the power of suggestion. However, we notice that the overwhelming majority of
respondents stressed that they had never been involved in associations, organisations or
parties in return for rates that are, in most cases, less than one fourth of the respondents
who answered positively to the question. This is indicative of the great abstention from the

involvement in local issues and concerns. In the questionnaire, there were two questions
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the answer to which might theoretically be helpful about the issue of the extent of youth
and women'’s participation in local issues and concerns.
As for the question about the way the interviewees consider the participation of women in
political life, logically meaning the involvement in local issues and concerns, the answers
were close in the five governorates as the overwhelming majority’s response was approved
to describe women’s participation as very important or important reaching its highest rate
in Tozeur (92.61%). The respondents’ answer to the question about how they consider the
involvement of youth in political life, logically meaning the involvement in local issues and
concerns, stressing with a thick consistency close to consensus that the mentioned
participation is minimally important for 98.03% in Kebili. But in both cases, the evaluation
of youth and women'’s participation does not seem to be in conformity with reality, rather it
is based on impressions which do not reflect a knowledge of the actual fact of youth and
women'’s involvement in political life, especially that which is local. It is probable that the
high rates recorded have been caused by the way the question is understood as it was
understood to be the way things should be. They considered that youth and women's
participation is an important issue or a very important one, and this undoubtedly implies
the overlap between what is meant by the question related to what is on the ground and
what is intended or what it ought to be.

- The extent to which the elections may contribute to changing the current situation

in Tunisia positively and for the best
The indicators extracted from the results of the questionnaire allow having a relative
measure of the extent to which the respondents believe that the elections can bring about
positive changes leading to an improvement in the current situation in Tunisia. The first
indicator manifests in the attitude towards the elections and how they are considered a
principle of democracy. The results are clear at this level as the respondents’ rate is close
to those who support that consensus. However, we should not be satisfied with this
indicator as changing the situation is not only associated with simply organizing and
participating in elections, but also with the candidates’ quality in terms of programs and
competence. Here, things change; by asking the respondents in the two questionnaires
about whether the candidates for the legislative and presidential elections in Tunisia meet
the citizen’s expectations, we only find a rate that ranges between one fourth and one
eighth of the respondents who are certain that the candidates do live up to the
expectations of the citizens. Therefore, we can deduce from the limitation of the confidence
level in the candidates’ achievement ability a negative impact on the possibility of the

elections to lead to an improvement in the current situation in Tunisia, especially in the
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light of public financial difficulties and the tardiness to execute reforms in most sectors,
and this is undoubtedly one of the main factors that contributed to the low participation
rate particularly in the legislative elections.

- Respondents’ attitudes about the extent of their support for adopting legislation

that aim at empowering the youth to take decisions
In its eighth article, the Constitution has stressed the importance of the role of youth; it has
considered them as an active power in the construction of the country. In this context falls
the issue of supporting the adoption of bills that would empower the youth to take
decisions. We notice a significant positive interaction from the segments of the questioned
sample that was close to consensus in all the governorates ranging from a maximum rate
in Gabes with 95.24% and the lowest in Tataouine of approximately 91.07%. at least three
factors have contributed to the explanation of this result; first, there exists a trend in the
public opinion saying that young people should be given a chance by incorporating them in
conducting public affairs, especially that they consider that the youth had been the engine
of the revolutionary course. Second, the prevailing discourse of the state and the
candidates from most partisan spectra and independents keep repeating this to the voters.
The third factor, which is as influential as the recorded rates, is the significance of the
proportion of young people in the questioned sample, as the questionnaire on the
legislative elections that was conducted by interviewing 6975 people was targeted to an
important proportion of young people under 36 years of age, with about 56.1% of the
respondents, which has created, without a shadow of doubt, a self-motif for this category to
encourage adopting the laws that would strengthen the role of youth.

- The attitudes about supporting the legal status of women by adopting legislations

that enshrine the principle of gender equality
The respondents’ attitudes about the support of women’s legal status by adopting
legislations that enshrine the principle of gender equality reflect conservative character of
the five governorates’ voters. For despite the Tunisian women'’s status that is hailed by
most observers as the best in the Arab World particularly at the legal level, many studies
and field facts have shown that the available legal texts have not succeeded in enforcing
the real gender equality, hence the consecration of the constitution in its 46 article of the
parity principle and the jurists’ confirmation of the issue of adopting bills that would
consolidate gender equality. When asking the interviewed sample whether they support
bills that would consolidate the gender equality principle or not, the conservative character
of a wide range of respondents who expressed their lack of support for bills that would

enforce the gender equality principle. The percentage of the opponents to this issue ranged
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among the majority of respondents in Tataouine to reach 53.18%. We can explain this
upsetting percentage by the sympathy of most voters in this governorate with the Islamist
political trends, knowing that a wide range of the associates to these political parties had
publicly professed their strong opposition to adopt the gender equality principle in
inheritance. It seems that part of the respondents’ negative answer to the idea of adopting
legislations that would enshrine gender equality principle is due to their reduction of the
idea in their minds in the issue of inheritance equality, and we do not put aside that some
of them would support gender equality legislations that do not harm that issue.

- The extent to which the targeted groups understand the nature of the political

system in Tunisia

The questionnaire included one question the answer to which can bring to the fore an
understanding of the nature of the Tunisian political system. The respondents have
presented an answer to what they consider the most important institution in the country.
The four main institutions that were suggested to them were the institutions of the
presidency of the government, the Assembly of People’'s Representatives, the presidency of
the republic and the judicial institution. The order presented by the partial majority of the
respondents has shown a sound understanding of the Tunisian political system in some
governorates and a lack of clarity in some others. We notice an exaggeration of the judicial
institution that is not considered an important constituent of the Tunisian political system
particularly at the expense of the institution of the presidency of the republic. In some
governorates, the status of the institution of the presidency of the government has been

undermined.

- The extent to which the respondents understand the meaning of responsibilities

and posts assigned to candidates to be elected
The respondents’ understanding of the legislative elections in the five governorates
appears through the index of the areas which the respondents consider that their interest
and perceptions related to them is the main motive for their support for one of the put up
electoral lists. Given the respondents’ identification of the main motive of their support for
one of the put up electoral lists, we notice that they have agreed in four out of five
governorates on considering the motivation to support the list in the sector of economy
and investment as the most significant motive. The respondents have also agreed, with
close proportions, in four out of five governorates on considering the motivation to support
the list's program in the field of employment as the second most prominent motive. The

respondents’ given order of the mentioned motives is consistent with an acceptable
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understanding of the posts assigned to the candidates to be elected. It also reflects their
expectations in the indicated areas concerning legislative and governmental work.
As for candidates in the presidential elections, we can conclude from the answer on the
area indicator, where respondents consider it the main motivation to take care of it and
their perceptions related to it is the main motive for their support for one candidate, that
their order implies the respondents’ clear lack of understanding of the responsibilities and
the assigned positions to the candidates to be elected in the presidential elections. For, we
notice that, in four out of five governorates, they have placed at the forefront either the
motive of supporting the candidate’s program in the field of employment or that of
supporting the candidate’s perceptions in the domain of economy and investment. Hence,
we do not put away that the discourse or the program presented by some candidates or
their supporters lies behind this overlap and confusion as many of them had ran for
candidacy in order to provide one’s party with a platform to carry out a premature
legislative electoral campaign. Some of the presidential candidates had used it back up
their personal candidacy for the elections. Added to that, the public opinion puts together
two contradictory issues; clinging to the revolution gains related to freedoms and
democracy but also the nostalgia of some to the presidential system that prevailed before
2011 with the effectiveness, centralization of decision and the ability of the president of the
republic to control the reins of power and to be the sole addresser to the people.

- Respondents’ attitudes about the urgent issues to be taken into account by the

elected candidates

A reading of the questionnaire results about the urgent issues that the elected
representatives in the Assembly of People’s Representatives should resolve and that they
represent a priority demonstrates objective expectations originating from the general
situation in the country, but also associated with the respondent’s personal status. And
since the issues related to the economic and social situation are at the same time at the
forefront of the sectors that simultaneously have to do with the legislative and the
governmental work, organizing the economy and pushing its pace require legislative
procedures and governmental work undertaken by several legislative committees in the
Assembly of People’s Representatives and some ministries that are part of the executive
system. The interest in the economic situation is on the top of the sectors that the
respondents consider a priority issue in three governorates. By contrast, the interest in the
social conditions leads other sectors that the respondents consider a first place concern in
two governorates. Undoubtedly, this is essentially linked to the issue of employment that

concerns a significant number of respondents. Some might be surprised by the weak
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proportion of those who claim the priority of the concern for the environmental situation

especially in the governorate of Gabes.

On the one hand, it has appeared a kind of agreement by the respondents on the urgent
issues that should be resolved by the elected President of the republic with the concern for
the national security as the issue that should be at the top of the three priorities. In this
context, we find clear majorities that range from half of the respondents to more than three
fifths. This option seems to be logical regarding that the interviewees belong to border
governorates and that the security situation on the frontier of some governorates is
delicate. On the other hand, it seems surprising to deduce that a considerable number of
respondents has considered that amending the Tunisian political system is the priority
issue that the President of the Republic must concern oneself with, this is ranked second in
terms of percentages in three governorates and this, undoubtedly, raises the question of
dissatisfaction of a great segment of the interviewees with the nature of the Tunisian
political system.
We also notice that the most prominent mission of the President of the Republic under the
2014 constitution, which is running the foreign affairs, has been considered as the priority
issue that the elected President of the Republic has to be concerned with by the lowest
rate of interviewees in three governorates. Such a low status of the issue of foreign affairs
may be attributed to the fact that the majority of interviewees has estimated either the
presence of a security crisis or an institutional crisis each of which require an urgent
intervention.

- The interviewees’ attitudes about the extent to which the candidates meet their

expectations and their evaluation of who would be the favored to win among the

parties’ candidates and the independents
The responses of the interviewed samples in the five southern governorates to whether the
candidates to the legislative elections in Tunisia rise to the level of citizens' expectations
do not seem positive except to an extent, ranging between one fifth and one quarter of the
respondents. Most interviewees, that is between about half and two thirds, believe that
their satisfaction with the candidates is relative; as the answer was “fairly”. We find that a
minority whose rate ranges from one quarter and one eighth of the interviewees has
negatively decided on the quality of the candidates and it is probable that those who
belong to this last category had decided not to go the polling stations or those who had
decided to choose a blank ballot.
About the candidate parties that are closer to victory categorized between party candidates

or among independents, most interviewees, varying between about half and two thirds,
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consider that the independent candidates are closer to win, but these predictions have
been largely far from real. For, parties’ candidates were able to head the scene and win the
vast majority of seats while the independents could only obtain 4 out of 29 seats that are
contested for in the five governorates.

- Analysis of the results of the legislative and presidential elections

- Analysis of the electoral results at the national level
In the first round of the presidential elections that took place on September 15, 2019, 26
candidates including two women competed. It resulted in the qualification of both
Professor Kais Saied with 18.40% of votes and Mr. Nabil Karoui who obtained 15.58% of
votes to the second round held on October 13. The professor of constitutional law Mr. Kais
Saied won in the second round with a record rate of about 72.71% of votes.
The turnout rate was higher in the presidential than it was in the legislative elections and it
was the highest in the second round of the presidential elections.
The most important feature of the 2019 presidential elections was the arrest of one of the
candidates who is Mr. Nabil Karoui and his detention. As a result, media and political
debate flared up concerning the issue of equal opportunities between the two candidates.
This special situation had its repercussions on the candidate and his party as well as the
whole electoral process. It also caused the occurrence of a regrettable wave of questioning
the independence of the judiciary and of declarations that stressed the existence of an
overlap of the political in the judiciary.
Holding the first round of the presidential elections before the legislative elections was an
important factor that led, for some parties, to put forward candidates to the presidential
elections so as to strengthen the lists of their parties or coalitions and to contest the
legislative elections in a better position.
As for the 2019 legislative elections, they have produced a divided parliamentary scene
consisting of a number of political powers that outnumber those represented in the
previous Legislative Council, with its number has reached about 31 with 16 parties, 4
coalitions and 11 independent lists.
The main winning party was Al-Nahda Movement which ranked first with 52 seats, followed
by Heart of Tunisia (Qalb Tounes) with 38 seats, then the Democratic Movement (Attayyar
Ad-Democrati) with 22 seats, Free Destourian Party (Al-Hizb Al-Hor Ad-Dostouri) with 17
seats, People’s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab) with 15 seats and Long Live Tunisia (Tahya
Tounes) with 14 seats, while ten other parties have secured at least four seats. As to the
coalitions, the independents’ Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama) seized 21 important seats

and the independents’ coalition “Amal et Aamal” could win 2 seats while both coalitions of
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the Social Democratic Union (Al-Ittihad Ad-Dimocrati Al-ljtimaii) and “Aich Tounsi” were
contented with one each.
With regard to the number of independents from non-coalition lists, it was below
expectations since we could only find 11 deputies. However, the dispersion feature is the
overwhelming on the parliamentary scene, which made the government formation course
stumble.

- The findings about the results of the legislative elections in the five electoral

districts in the south
The competition was significant during the 2019 legislative elections race in the five
constituencies in the south under study. In fact, the candidate lists reached the average of
35 lists per constituency. This is fairly a high number regarding the predictions related to
the index of the relatively limited candidacies for the municipal elections in 2018. We also
notice that the independent lists, single or in coalition, that were at the top in the
municipal elections held on May 6, 2018, were unable to regain the voters’ confidence in the
legislative elections despite all the talk about the deterioration of parties’ image for the
voters and their lack of trust in them. As such, the 29 seats contested were distributed as
follows: the parties’ lists have obtained 25 seats i.e. 86.2% of seats while the independents
could only get four seats i.e. 13.8%, three of which were obtained by the independents’ lists
belonging to the “Karama” coalition while the fourth seat was gained by an independent
solitary list. The decline of the independents may stem from more than one factor; on the
one hand, the municipal level is different from the national one, on the other hand, that
might be because of the overall unsatisfactory performance of the elected municipal

councils in 2018.
- The electoral turnout and the turnout rate

Despite the success of the registration process in attracting an unexpected number of new
voters, the worries of the reluctance of a great portion of voters to go to the polling stations
have not dispersed. The turnout rate in the first round of the elections reached 49%
nationwide, while it accounted, in the five governorates under study, 47.2% on the whole,
and this is lower than the national rate. On September 15, 372 thousand and 993 voters

participated out of 789 thousand and 268 registered in the five constituencies.

We can explain this turnout rate by the inappropriate timing of the elections regarding the
weather conditions together with its convergence with the back to school and university
date, which negatively affected the turnout out rate. Therefore, we notice that the turnout

national average has remarkably increased in the second round of the presidential
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elections whose timing was convenient i.e. on October 13 as the average reached 55%
nationwide. With regard to the five governorates under study, the turnout rate reached
57.8% in total, exceeding the national rate with the participation of 456441 voters out of
789168 enlisted in the electoral districts in the five governorates. This is a qualitative
evolution compared with the turnout rate in the first round of the presidential elections in
the five governorates under consideration. We can explain the increase in the turnout rate
nationwide and in all the five constituencies in the south by the participation of some
voters who did not vote in the first round and in the legislative elections along with the
decrease in the rate of youth’s aversion to vote, particularly students whom the
government had encouraged to participate by declaring Saturday October 12 a day off for

them.

Conversely, the turnout rate in the legislative elections that took place on October 6 was
disappointing as it was about 41.3% at the national level whereas it reached, in the five
governorates under consideration, 41.9% in total. This rate slightly exceeds the national rate
as 330196 out of 788094 voters participated in the elections. The low rates nationwide and
in the five constituencies in the south can be explained by the limited confidence in the
parliamentary political parties due to the weak level of commitment to the electoral
promises, which had created in voters a punitive behaviour that urged some to refuse to
participate in polling. Added to that, changing the date of the presidential elections leading
to its precedence over the legislative elections had contributed to making the campaign to
the legislative elections tepid. Moreover, the multitude of electoral bid in the list had led to

the opacity of the scene.
- Youth and women'’s participation

The participation in of Tunisian women in politics is still limited. This is due to many
historical and cultural factors together with social obstacles. We further note that the
degree related to organizing political parties does not encourage supporting women's

participation in party life.

We also note the absence of parity inside the council of the Independent High Authority for
the Elections (ISIE) as well as in the leadership positions in the elections regional bodies. As
for women'’s candidacies for the presidential elections, they were limited to two ladies out
of 26 candidates. For the women’s candidacies to the legislative elections, the number of
women among the members of the 1506 participating lists in the legislative elections was
almost around men’s number considering the vertical parity principle imposed under the
penalty of unacceptability.
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However, far from the existence of a horizontal parity, as we find that only 14.5% of list’
chairpersons are women most of whom are from political parties’ lists. The number of lists
headed by women in the five constituencies in the south was about 12 out of 175 lists i.e.
only 6.8%.

The 2019 elections have resulted in 54 elected women winning the membership in the new
Assembly of People’'s Representatives, i.e. 24.88%. Out of 33 constituencies, parity has been

achieved only in two of them.

As for women’s participation rate in voting, it was higher in the presidential elections than
in the legislative elections and it was the highest in the second round of the presidential

elections.

Concerning youth's participation, the general tendency was the lack of interest in public
affairs, something that is not specific to the southern governorates, but it extends to the
whole country. This issue was translated during the three voting days by the youth’s
reluctance to move to the polling stations that reached its peak on the occasion of the
legislative elections, while it declined particularly during the second round of the
presidential elections. Nevertheless, the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)
withholding of information related to detailed statistics about youth’s turnout rates by

region and type prevents us from providing more accurate analyses.
- The political, social and economic factors

The most prominent factor is the existence of a conservative political trend that had led to
a continued support of the political parties that give more attention to religious principles
and the issue of identity especially those parties with Islamist or Nationalist orientation. In
this context, we note that the conservative Al-Nahda Movement won 12 seats out of 29

contested in the five southern governorates with a percentage of 41.38%.

Another conservative Islamist player has emerged, which has undoubtedly taken out part of
the electoral base of the Al-Nahda Movement in the southern governorates and other
regions in the country; it is exemplified in the independents’ coalition lists called Dignity
Coalition (ltilaf Alkarama). As for the Nationalist Political Family, the People’s Movement
(Harakat Al Chaab)was able to achieve electoral successes by obtaining five seats that are
distributed across all governorates expect Tataouine. Four parties belonging to what is
called the Modern Centrist Democratic Family were able, together, to obtain seven seats,
while the Democratic Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati) which is classified among the

revolutionary parties won one seat in the governorate of Gabes. Concerning the
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independent electoral lists, they failed to compete with party lists with one independent

list winning one seat.

At the economic and social level, the voters’ expectations from the elections were great;
their hope was essentially to break out of the cycle of marginalization and the absence of
development projects that would provide jobs for the unemployed whose percentage
exceeds the national level as well as improving living conditions by providing an adequate
infrastructure and public facilities that supply good services. Part of the voters in the five
governorates also hope to put an end to the mechanisms of fragile employment. No doubt,
the people from the south are aware that part of their problem is linked to the security
condition in neighbouring Libya with which the transactions used to solve part of the social
and economic problems. Therefore, the expectations of the people in the south at the
social and economic levels remain high, longing for a comprehensive and sustainable
development that is eco-friendly and does not cause harm to the inhabitants, as it has

been the case in the governorate of Gabes since the seventies of the last century.

e Recommendations
- To the Assembly of People’s Representatives

- When electing the members of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE),
the principle of gender parity must be respected in the composition of the bodies’
councils.

- The deadlines for electing the members of the Independent High Authority for the
Elections Council need to be respected.

- Adopt the law related to territorial division and the standards for allocating seats at
least one year before the next elections.

- Amend the electoral law by extending the deadlines for the lapse of electoral crimes by
statute of limitations for more than three years.

- Provide the legal framework for the constitutional Authority for Audio-Visual
Communication and the election of the board and chairperson of the said body.

- Adopt a new legal framework related to the public funding of political parties and
establish legal mechanisms for an effective control on the violations associated with
illegal funding of political parties.

- Develop mechanisms to control the application of campaign rules, especially campaign
expenditures.

- Adopt legal provisions applicable to social media networks.
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- Establish specialized judicial bodies within the ordinary courts of justice to decide on
the issues related to electoral crimes within a reasonable time.

- Modify the electoral law by specifying some concepts such as “political publicity” and
“electioneering”.

- Develop a legal text regulating opinion polls processes to ensure their scientific
objectivity.

- Modify the electoral law by extending time limits of litigations over electoral disputes
and simplifying litigation formal conditions in disputes.

- Modify the electoral law by allowing judicial appeal against candidacies and preliminary
elections results to voters.

- Adopt horizontal parity for parties and coalitions that nominate lists in two or more
electoral districts.

- To the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)

|

The need for an additional effort to include Tunisians over 18 years of age who are not
listed in the electoral register and to improve the performance of the Authority in the field
of educational awareness targeted to voters.

- The need to respect the gender parity principle in the office of Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson of the Authority and in the holding of office at the level of subsidiary bodies

for the elections.
- To the President of the Republic

- The proposal to amend the Constitution to extend the maximum term of the 90-day
interim presidency to a maximum of 120 days so as the premature presidential elections

are held in the most favorable conditions.
- To the Government

- The proposal to establish a structure specialized in monitoring the financing of political

life and the electoral expenses of candidates.

- Providing the Financial and Economic Judiciary Pole with human and material resources
that would help it play its role in the speedy settlement of the files transferred by the Court
of Audit.
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2. Introduction

The young people who overthrew the authoritarian regime had dreamed of a better life in
which their demands of freedom, employment and better living conditions through
universal development, are realized. They thought that the participation in elections could
be the key to fulfill that dream, but they collided with the community’s disappointment with
the political rhetoric of false promises and with the aggravation of unemployment and the
decline of the purchasing power and the growing disenchantment, which has deepened the
feelings of mistrust in the political scene especially in parties. This has led to a fear of a
setback for the democratic path in Tunisia since the growing indicators of the economic
and social crisis have worsened the fragility of the political situation, which would put the
Tunisian democracy at risk. The indicator of the reluctance to participate in the elections
can be one of the best indicators in this regard. For, after the participation rate in the
legislative elections of 2014 reached a respected figure of 67.72%, the participation rate
alarmingly declined during the first municipal elections since the revolution and held in
May 2018, whereby the turnout was very low not exceeding 35.6% of the registered voters.
This reflects popular dissatisfaction with the performance of the political class and their
rhetoric. At the beginning of 2019, there were frequent opinion polls which were predicting
very low potential participation rates with regard to the presidential and legislative
elections scheduled for autumn 2019. It is no doubt that the participation of young men
and women in the electoral processes, in the party life and within the elected bodies is one
of the most significant facilitators for the sustainability of political transition in Tunisia. In
particular, the young people in the regions that suffer from many economic and social

problems like the governorates in the Tunisian south.

In the framework of realizing “the Tunisian Initiative for the Involvement of Youth” project
which includes five governorates from the Tunisian south; Gabes, Kebili, Tozeur, Mednine
and Tataouine, the project aimed at encouraging the young people in the mentioned areas
to participate in the presidential and legislative elections of 2019 as well as enabling
independent youth and civil society activists. The project included 9-day training sessions
for 90 candidates for the legislative elections among independents’ lists that competed in
the contesting elections in the five governorates in addition to other activities to sensitize

voters.

Volunteers from Will and Citizenship Organization in Gabes held 30 awareness campaigns,
that is 6 campaigns in each of the targeted five governorates before the presidential and

legislative elections. The activists of the organization presented a questionnaire on the
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legislative elections to 6975 persons who were interviewed in the five governorates,
including 3486 females (representing 49.98%) with 56.1% of whom are young people under

36 years of age, i.e. 3916 young men and women.

The questionnaire on the presidential elections was answered by 2871 people in the five
governorates, including 1235 women, representing 43.02% of whom young people under the
age of 36 represent 56.1%, i..1611 young men and women. The two questionnaires included
about 10 thousand citizens, and these campaigns were carried out mainly in the big
markets of the five governorates’ residential communities with the main goal is to reach a
larger number of citizens of different social groups and of different ages and gender. This
explains why the program’s animators interrogated this big number of citizens. The
collected answers have enabled a valuable amount of diverse data we will try to present

their findings in this report.

3.  The political context

After the original calendar of the elections had stipulated holding the first round of the
presidential elections on 6 October, the vacancy in the position of the President of the
Republic because of the death of Mr. Beji Caied Essebsi, led to change the schedule of the
elections and the overlap of its paths. But the organization of premature presidential
elections did not prevent respect for the peaceful transfer of power from interim President
Mr. Mohamed Ennaceur’ to the President Elect in the second round of the presidential
elections on 13 October Mr. Kais Saied. The legislative elections have kept their original date
and have led to the election of the second Assembly of People’s Representatives since the

2014 Constitution was adopted.

The outgoing legislative council (2014-2019) was characterised by the instability of most
political parties which had led to splits and a multitude of movements from one
parliamentary bloc to another or what it has been termed as “parliamentary tourism”. In
total, this phenomenon include 87 deputies most of whom belong to Call of Tunisia
Movement (Nidaa Tounes), the most important political formation that belonged to the
“modernist” cleft which won the first place in the 2014 legislative elections with 86 seats.
The Islamist Ennahda Movement won 69 seats in the Assembly of People’s Representatives®.

On the whole, these two parliamentary blocs won together about 70% of seats in the

1Who assumed pro tempore Presidency throughout the period that The Constitution allows which is 90 days from 25 July to 23 October 2019.

2 After winning the first place in 2011 National Constituent Assembly elections with 89 seats.
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Assembly of People’s Representatives and agreed at the beginning of 2015 to form a broad
coalition government headed by Mr. Habib Essid and the participation of two smaller blocs;

the Free Democratic Union bloc and the bloc of Afak Tounes with neoliberal tendencies.

Since 2015, Call of Tunisia Party(Nidaa Tounes) has suffered from several divisions®. In fact,
at the beginning of 2016, about 30 deputies from the parliamentary group left the party to
establish the new Free bloc subordinate to Mashroua Tounes Movement* Other
disagreements have led to unprecedented tension in relations between the President of
the Republic Mr. Mohamed Beji Caied Essebsi and the head of the Government Mr. Youssef
Chahed who was among the leaders in Call of Tunisia Party (Nidaa Tounes). One of the
ramifications was that the latter formed the parliamentary bloc called “the National
Coalition” in 2018 followed by founding Long Live Tunisia Party (Tahya Tounes) in 2019. This
was essentially thanks to the withdrawal of several deputies from the bloc of Call of Tunisia
Movement (Nidaa Tounes)® in addition to some deputies from the National Free Union and
Afak Tounes blocs which were dissolved before the end of the parliamentary term. As for
the parliamentary bloc of Ennahda Movement party, it has remained cohesive and stable
with only one deputy who left them.® The Popular Front (Al jabha Chaabia)bloc was also

split few months before the end of the responsibility of the Legislative Council’.

It is noteworthy that the electoral campaigns in 2019 had witnessed a general debate on
how to manage what is commonly described in Tunisian media as “parliamentary tourism.”
It should be noted that the candidate for the presidential elections Mr. Kais Saied had

adopted the “removal” of elected officials as an important and clear element of his

3 Caused by a number of issues the most important of which was the dissatisfaction of part of Call of Tunisia’s (Nidaa Tounes) deputies with
the choice of alliance in government with Ennahda Movement, interacting with the feeling of a considerable part of the electoral bases which
considered this approach as a betrayal of electoral promises summarized in a famous expression: “Call of Tunisia Movement (Nidaa Tounes) and
Ennahda are two parallel lines that don't converge...” in addition to the crisis in which the part drowned because of the attempt of President’s
son Mr. Hafeth Caied Essebsi to control, in undemocratic ways, the party leadership after his father, Mr. Mohamed Beji Caied Essebsii, was forced
to resign from the party presidency, respecting the Constitution requirements.

4 Under the leadership of Mohsen Marzouk.

5 By 31 August 2019, Call of Tunisia (Nidaa Tounes) bloc had only 29 deputies. Meanwhile, the National Coalition (Al-Itilaf Al-Watani) bloc of Long
Live Tunisia Party (Tahya Tounes) had 43 deputies while the members of the Free (Al-Horra) bloc of Mashroua Tounes Movement was 15
deputies.

6 He is Mr. Nadhir Bin Ammou, the university professor who confronted some legislative options of Ennahda Movement including its vote for the
Economic Reconciliation Act and the Basic Law on the revision of the Basic Law of the Supreme Council of the Judiciary.

7 Essentially, it was due to competing for leadership between the leaders of two main parties forming the Popular Front Coalition (ltilaf Al jabha
Chaabia): they are The Democratic Patriots'Unified Party (Hizb Al-Wataniyoun Ad-Dimocratiyoun Al-Mouwahhad), and the Labour Party (Hizb Al-

Ommel) led by the former official spokesperson of the Popular Front ((Al jabha Chaabia), Mr. Hamma Hammemi.
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electoral campaign program which was dominated by an aspect of ambiguity and

generality.

On the other hand, the electoral promises about improving the economic situation in
Tunisia have dominated the programs and declarations of the candidates for the 2014
elections and more explicitly in the 2019 elections. This issue represents one of the main
challenges for the new Legislature. It must be noted that the average of the growth rate of
the GDP, which has ranged between 1.5 and 2.5% since 2011, is still very low as it does have
a positive impact that would lead to the decline of the high unemployment rate that
reached 153%, including the most qualified segments of the population especially
graduates from higher education® Inflation rate has also doubled since 2011 with the great
impact on the cost of living, leading to the deterioration of the purchasing power of most

Tunisians.

4. The legal and institutional framework of the elections

The Constitution, in chapter 34, enshrines the rights of elections, voting and candidacy and
it affirms that they are ensured by law. The Constitution also stresses, in chapter 49, that
when the law establishes the regulations relating to rights and freedoms and their
practices guaranteed by the Constitution among which the rights of elections, voting and
candidacy, it must not erode their substances. The mentioned regulations must be put in

place only because it is necessary for a democratic civil state.

The Constitution also states in chapter 20 that the treaties approved and ratified by the
Legislature are higher in status than the laws and lower than the Constitution. We can thus
consider that a number of international treaties are an integral part of the legal framework
of the elections. Indeed, Tunisia has ratified the most important international mechanisms
related to political rights and democratic elections at the top of which the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights? and its optional protocol as well as the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Segregation and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In addition, there are texts on the regional level, the

most important of which is the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights™

8 Among whom, unemployment hit about 250.000, especially women more than men.
9Adopted in 1966 and ratified by Tunisia in 1968.

10 Adopted in Nairobi on 27 June 1981 and came into effect on 21 October 1986.

24



The Constitution also stipulates the unity of the electoral law". The National Constituent
Assembly adopted the basic law N0.16-2014 of 26 May 2014 related to the elections and
referendum and which was modified twice by the basic law No.7-2017 of 14 February 2017%
and the basic law N0.76-2019" of 29 August 2019. The Basic law N0.16-2014 is considered
the first legal text that facilitates the holding of free, fair and transparent presidential,

legislative, regional and local elections for permanent institutions™.

Another important legal provision related to the electoral management is added to the
legal framework of the elections. It the Basic Law N0.23-2012 of 20 December 2012 related to
the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)®. This law gives the Independent
High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) a general mandate to perform all procedures related
to the regulation, management and monitoring of elections and referendums. This law
allows the Authority’s board to finalize the legal framework by developing the necessary
arrangements to execute the electoral laws and complete the mandated tasks of the
Authority. This discipline allows the Authority to issue diverse decisions to check several

issues such as candidacy procedures and developing the different procedure manuals.

The legislative framework for the electoral administration, adopted before the
promulgation of the Constitution, has been strengthened by a new legal provision adopted
after the sealing of the Constitution; it is the Basic Law No0.47-2018 of 7 August 2018 on the
common provisions between the independent constitutional authorities. Unfortunately,
this latter's provisions were not respected particularly those related to the obligation of
commitment to the principle of parity between men and women in the composition of the
boards of bodies. Currently, only one woman™ is in the composition of the nine-member
board of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE). The provisions of the last

paragraph of chapter 6 of the Basic Law on the common provisions to the independent

11 Chapter 65 of the Constitution which says that the electoral law takes the form of a basic law.

12 It has basically added legislative provisions allowing municipal and regional elections

13 Which allowed for a reduction in the time-limit for litigation related to electoral disputes in the premature elections so as to respect the
constitutional deadlines that impose the taking of power by the elected President of the Republic not later than 90 days from the
announcement of the final vacancy for the office of President of the Republic

14 However, it should be noted that, earlier, the decree N0.35-2011 of 10 May 2011 related to the election of the National Constituent Assembly
was adopted (which modified the decree No.72-2011 of 3 August 2011). It permitted the holding of the first free and democratic elections in
Tunisia of a representative no-permanent institution which was the National Constituent Assembly on 23 October 2011.

15 It is noteworthy that this provision regulates the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) whose board was elected in 2014, but it
was preceded by a first Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) which monitored the elections of October in 2014 and it was
regulated by the decree No0.27-2011 of 18 April 2011 related to establishing an Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE).

16 She is the administrative judge, Mrs. Hasnaa Bin Sulaiman
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constitutional authorities were also ignored. The law demands the respect of the principle
of parity between men and women in holding the positions of Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson of the Authority so that if the head of the Authority were a woman, her deputy
would be a man and vice versa. In fact, the only woman in the board did not assume the
position of the Vice-Chairperson of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)
and she was consoled, to a certain extent, by granting her the position of the official

spokesperson of the Authority”.

We note that besides the political bickering that takes place whenever the process of
electing the board of the Authority begins, either in the context of partial renewal or in the
context of filling the vacancy following resignations. There is also a substantial delay in
deadlines that reaches as far as the violation of the provisions of the Constitution that
states, in chapter 126 related to the Authority of the Elections, that: “The Authority consists
of nine independent and impartial members who are competent and honest who undertake
their duties for one six-year term and one third of its members are renewed every two
years.” The first six-year term of one member of the first composition of the board™ was
over, but no substitute member was elected and it is likely that three other members have

to be substituted in the same period®.

Undoubtedly, it would be unreasonable that at the head of the Authority remains a person
whose mandate is over so that the violation of the Constitution, in this respect, can lead to
the nullification of the resolutions he adopts and all the legal documents he presently
signs. We know well that the biggest flaw that can infect an administrative decision is the
flaw of the lack of jurisdiction in which we can find the territorial lack of jurisdiction branch
but also the temporal lack of jurisdiction. The one whose mandate is over by law cannot
carry on exercising his functions and his decisions will be tainted by the lack of jurisdiction
and subject to cancellation?, which would confuse the function of the Election Authority

since it is related, in this picture, to the highest authority, and it is its Chairman.

But, in general, we can say that the legal framework of the elections in Tunisia authorizes

the organization of democratic, legislative and presidential elections in line with the good

17Later, that position was removed or suspended

18 Mr. Nabil Baffoun, the current Chairman of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)

19 They are Mr. Anis Jarboui and Mr. Farouk Bouaskar and Mrs. Hasnaa Bin Sulaiman given that these three had substituted for three other
resigned people. It would make sense that their mandate would have ended on the date of the mandate end of other members who had been
substituted and they were Mrs. Lamia Zargouni, Mr. Mohamed Shafik Sarsar and Mr. Mourad Bin Moualli.

20 See Mohamed Ridha Jnaiah, Administrative Law, Tunis: UPC, 2008

26



international standards and practices. However, this framework is not without weaknesses,
we may cite the imprecision of some concepts such as “political publicity” and
electioneering. We also note the absence of a legal provision that regulates the opinion
polls processes and the issue of impunity for electoral crimes by two facts; the first is the
statute of limitations only three years after the date of commission and the second is the
absence of specialized judicial districts to decide on the issues involved in these crimes
within reasonable time limits. This is added to the insufficient legal framework to exercise
the power of the invalidation of the preliminary election results by the Independent High
Authority for the Elections (ISIE) in accordance with the provisions of chapter 143 of the
Electoral code. The short litigation deadlines in front of the electoral judge and
complicating the formalities of the legislative provisions on disputes have caused multiple
formal rejections and the inability of the judge to use his survey powers in the context of
disputes on the elections’ preliminary results, which authorizes him to make fair judgments.
Moreover, judicial appeal against candidacies for the elections and against the elections’

preliminary results is not available to the general electorate.

Since the ratification of the Law No.16 of 2014 concerning the elections and referendum, it
has been modified and finalized twice in January 2017 and in August 2019%, i.e. a short
period before the date of the 2019 presidential elections, and this matter undermines the
legal security and contradicts the good practices in this domain. The revised provisions of
the law in 2017 included some adjustments that apply to the elections such as the question
of public funding of electoral expenses. The grant-advance system has been switched with
an expense compensation system, which raised considerable criticism® as it would lead to
a negative impact on the political landscape’s pluralism, particularly by limiting the
capacity of small parties and independents to run for elections. The adjustment also
included appeal deadline that were extended in each phase of the process. However, this
adjustment’s provisions were applied only during the electoral disputes stage of the
municipal elections of 2018 and the legislative elections of 2019, while the time limits of the

appeals were reduced for the premature presidential elections from 15 to 29 days® after

21 Besides, the Assembly of People’s Representatives voted for the amendment of the electoral law on 18 June 2019, one month before the
submission of candidacies for the legislative elections. This amendment raised serious criticism and considered by many as a law that is tailor-
made intended to exclude some parties, but the late President Beji Caied Essebsi did not seal the said act.

22 That was one reason why the adoption of the said law was stalled by the suspension of the plenary session of Parliament from June 2016 to
January 2017.

23 Whereby all days of the week, except the days of national and religious holidays, were considered working days for the electoral judge.
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the adoption of the amendment of August 2019 so as to respect the maximum 90-day
duration for the interim presidency®. Although this adjustment has enabled the
constitutional deadlines to be respected with difficulty, it, undoubtedly, had an impact on
respecting the right to effective appeals and the right to a fair trial and it contradicted the

good standards and practices in the regard®.

On the other hand, we note the tardiness in the adoption of the new legal framework of the
audio-visual communication sector which should include legislative provisions on the
Constitutional Authority for the Audio-visual Communication so as to break with the decree
No0.116 of 2011 that still regulates the sector and which created the High Authority for the
Audio-visual Communication (known as HAICA) whose process is relatively sluggish. Since
the adoption of the new legal framework for the audio-visual sector has been delayed, the
board members and the Chairman of the Constitutional Authority for the Audio-visual
Communication have not yet been elected. The Authority will play an important role in and

the legalization and control of the media during the electoral paths.?®

The legal framework for the legislative and presidential elections suffers from a multiplicity
of other gaps such as absence of a legal framework on the funding of political parties,
especially parliamentary ones, once the decree No. 87 of 2011 on political parties” had
cancelled the public funding system for political parties established by the 1997 Act®. As a
reminder, political parties’ public funding system used to enable every party with at least
one deputy in the Parliament, to get a fixed annual grant of 270.000 Dinars, to which can be
added other variable grants according to the number of deputies who represent the party

within the Parliament®.

The legal framework for the elections has not adopted or authorized an effective control on

the illegal funding of political parties and it has not penalized the violations associated

24 Assumed from 25 July 2019 by Mr. Mohamed Ennaceur, the President of the House of the Representatives of the People.

25 To the extent that the defeated candidate in the second round of the presidential elections on 13 October 2019, Mr. Nabil Karoui, was pleaded
to refrain from exercising his right to appeal the preliminary results of the presidential elections despite what had been said about his trampled
right to equal opportunities with his rival because of his imprisonment on remand for charges of tax evasion and money laundering. Many had
considered that the political interfered in the judicial and led to a suspicion for using the judiciary by powerful political opponents.

26 The board members and the Chairmen of the other three constitutional authorities (Human Rights Commission, Sustainable Development
and Future Generations’ Rights Commission, and Good Governance and Anti-Corruption Commission) have not yet been elected.

27 Chapter 31 of the decree No. 87-2011 of 24 September 2011 concerns the organisation of political parties. But Chapter 32 kept effective Act No.
330f 3 May 1988 on tax advantages permitted to political parties.

28 Law No. 48-1997 of 21 July 1997 on the public funding of political parties.

29 Equals to 10.000 Dinars for each deputy.
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with it. There has also been a weakness in the control over the application of the campaign
rules, particularly the campaign expenditures and the applied rules on mass media and
social media networks. In fact, there were many suspicions of violating the exchange
journal to finance political publicity in foreign currency on the said networks. This has
created an environment of impunity that damaged the supremacy of law and legal security
and as well as the purity of the elections. It is a pity that no judicial decision has been
handed down to deter the violations committed during the 2014 electoral campaigns which
the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) forwarded to the Public Prosecutor.
Cases of impunity were repeated in regard to the files the Court of Audit has forwarded to
the Judiciary, Economic and Financial Pole since 2015. Therefore, it has become necessary
that the legislator as well as both the Executive and Judicial Powers should adopt the
necessary measures to facilitate the application of law in this field, mainly through the
judicial institutions by the means that would enable them to play their role in investigation

and the application of sanctions in the fastest times and the best conditions.

As for ballot regimes, the President of the Republic is elected through majority voting on
the basis of the principle of individual representation, with the possibility of having two
rounds in case none of the candidates obtains the absolute majority, i.e. 50% of the votes
plus one in the first round. Concerning the members of the Assembly of People’s
Representatives, they are elected on a proportional representation basis in one round and
the seats are distributed on the lists that have won a number votes that is close to the
electoral quotient®®, then the remaining seats is distributed on the basis of the largest
remainder method. Voting is on closed lists based on horizontal parity, i.e. the alternation
within the single list between males and females and the voter selects a roster among the

lists whereby the ballot paper contains only list numbers, names and symbols.

The legislative elections are held in 33 electoral districts 27 of which are in Tunisia where
199 seats are contested in addition to six constituencies outside Tunisia including 18 seats,

i.e. 217 seats in total.

One of the weaknesses of the legal framework of the 2019 legislative elections is their
reliance again on territorial division and reserved seats system that was regulated
immediately prior to the 2011 elections of the National Constituent Assembly, and that was

also adopted during the 2014 legislative elections. This option did not allow taking into

30 The electoral quotient agrees with the number of votes received in an electoral district by dividing the overall number of declared votes by

the number of contested seats.
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consideration the two factors of demographic growth and citizens’ mobility from one
geographical region to the other. It also led to significant disparities in the necessary

number of votes for a seat.

This situation is mainly due to the government’s late deposit of a draft law to the Assembly
of People’'s Representatives on the territorial division and the reserved seats system
without taking into account the possibility of its adoption in accordance with the provisions
of chapter 106 of the Basic Law No. 16 of 2014 on the elections and the referendum, which
imposes the adoption of the new territorial division one year before the elections®. As a
consequence, the transitional provisions of the basic law no. 16 of 2014* have been

reintroduced.

We should note that the territorial division and the reserved seats system inherited from
2011 and adopted in 2019 have led to the existence of significant disparities in the
necessary vote numbers for a seat as the electoral quotient may vary considerably between
electoral districts inside and outside the country. For instance, the electoral quotient for
the governorate of Tunis reached 20569 votes while it did not exceed 1888 votes in the only
electoral district for Tunisians residing and in Italy, where they are enrolled. This means
that the deputy for the Tunisians residing in Italy won a seat in the Assembly of People’s
Representatives with an electoral quotient that includes a number of votes that do not
exceed 9.18% of the votes that granted the membership of a colleague from the second
electoral district of the governorate of Tunis. Accordingly, some can see that the size of the
parliamentary representation of Tunisians living in the districts abroad and who are

registered there is exaggerated.

We also note that as a result of adopting valuation, that allows an electoral district with
less than 270.000 inhabitants to have two extra seats®, the electoral quotient may vary
between two electoral districts inside the country. For example, the electoral quotient in
the first electoral district of the governorate of Sfax reaches 18011 votes, while it did not

exceed in the only electoral district of the governorate of Siliana 8582 votes, i.e. the deputy

31 Chapter 106 states that: “the electoral districts are divided and their number of seats is regulated based on a law that is promulgated at least
one year before the legislative elections’ periodic date.”

32 Chapter 173 under Section VIl of the said Act on the Final and Transitional Provisions states that: “until the promulgation of the law on
dividing the electoral districts that is laid out in Chapter 106 of this law, the same district division and the number of seats adopted in the
elections of the National Constituent Assembly are adopted.”

33 The territorial division and the reserved seats system also allow an electoral district whose number of inhabitants ranges between 270.000

and 500.000 to have an extra seat.
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from the electoral district of the governorate of Siliana won one seat in the Assembly of
People’s Representatives with not more than 47.64% of the votes that granted the
membership to a colleague from the first electoral district in the governorate of Sfax. It is
legitimate to ask, here, whether positive discrimination, enshrined by the Constitution,

concerns the economic and social issue or it extends to the political question™.

5. Detailed preliminary reading of the results of the two
questionnaires

In this paragraph, we opted for the presentation of the overall results of the answers to the
two questionnaires in detail, i.e. the results we have achieved on the quantitative level with

a limited number of initial analyses.

5.1. The results of the questionnaire on the legislative elections

5.1.1. The results of questioning citizens belonging to the electoral district of
Gabes on legislative elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district in Gabes pertained a sample
that includes 2136 from both sexes, 52% are men and 48% are women. Of these, 56.13% are
young people under the age of 36%, while 29.40% of respondents are in the 36 to 50 year-
old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years of age and represents 14.47%of the
respondents. The majority of the interviewees have reported to us their level of education,
and we see from their answers that more than half of them have university level (58.77%),
7.64% have secondary education level, while 32.35% have primary school education level.
The sample also includes a small proportion of illiterate (1.24%). The majority of
respondents belong to urban areas and they represent 92.47% while rural people account
for 7.53% of the sample which also consists of a number of active categories of citizens in
all kinds of economic sectors representing 49.13% of the respondents as well as non-active
citizens in the sectors mentioned and they represent 50.87%. Active citizens in economic
sectors consist of self-employed (29.14%), public servants (12.06%) and private sector
employees (7.93%). As for the non-active in the economic sectors, the majority of them are
job seekers (20.88%), students (18.35%) as well as housewives (11.64%).

34 As a reminder, Chapter 12 of the Constitution stresses that: “the State endeavors to achieve social justice, sustainable development and
balance between regions based on development indicators and the principle of positive discrimination.”
35 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 15.21% of the sample, with an estimated 40.92% of

the population aged between 23 and less than 36.
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Answer1: the majority of respondents (78.15%) stressed that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aimed at raising awareness of the

importance of legislative elections, while (21.85%) of the respondents denied that.

The respondents, who admitted that they had heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or
read an information aiming at raising the awareness of the importance of the legislative
elections, had identified the type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to
do so. The answers revealed that television was the main mass medium that enabled
4525% of them to do so and, in a second position, and with a significant difference, there
were social media (28.36%). With an important difference, radio stations were ranked third
(8.75%), websites in the fourth rank with a very small difference (8.44%), leaflets in the fifth

rank (7.3%) and newspapers were in the sixth rank (1.9%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire revealed a general tendency to the prevalence of the lack of
interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 64.48% of the respondents. In fact, the
interest in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 20.92% and “little” for 43.56% of the
respondents. Only one third of the respondents have a little interest, 7% of them describe it

as “very good” while 28.52% consider it “good”.

Answer 3: this tendency of reluctance to public affairs and especially political issues in
Tunisia is confirmed by the indicator of belonging to civil society or political parties as
78.45% of the respondents indicate that they have not been engaged to civil society
organizations or political parties, contrary to 21.55% who claimed to have done so. The
tendencies towards the lack of interest in public affairs and the reluctance to belong to civil

society or political parties may be explained by the limited trust in politicians.

Answer 4: one of the indicators that reflects the limited trust in politicians is the response
of interviewees to the question about their evaluation of the performance of the deputies
who represent the state of Gabes in the Parliament. More than half of the respondents
consider it “poor” (55%) while one third (33%) think that it is “average”, whereas the

minority’s evaluation is positive; it is “good” for (10%), and “very good” for (2%).

Answer 5: among the five indicators of democracy, the respondents select one out of the
five indicators in a proposed list. This will allow us to order them according to the answers
of the whole sample interviewed in the state of Gabes. At the top of democracy indicators is
the state of law and institutions index chosen by 27.43%, second, with a small difference, we
find the index of election integrity with 25.89%. Third, we find the indicator of respect for
civil rights (20.61%), fourth, and with a small difference, we find the indicator of the
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importance of political participation (11.07%) and fifth, there is the indicator of the multi-
party system (9.07%). A very small number of respondents, accounting for (0.7%), suggested
another indicator from outside the proposed list, while (5.23%) stated that they do not know
what the most important democracy indicator could be. This answer reflects either lack of

training or confusion about the order of the indicators (despite knowing what it means).

Answer 6: in the same vein, we note that there is a near-consensus that elections are a
principle of democracy (94.07%) in contrast to a minority of respondents who fail to
acknowledge that (5.93%). It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the

secular democratic state or those who do not have confidence in the electoral process.

Answer 7: on areas where attention is considered a priority, respondents choose one of the
four priorities on the proposed list, and this will allow us to order them based on the
answers of the overall sample in the state of Gabes. At the top of the priorities, there is the
priority of attention to the economic situation chosen by (44.87%), second, the priority of
attention to the social situation (37.94%), third, and with a small difference, the priority of
concern for the environmental situation (8.29%) and fourth, we find the priority of attention
to the issue of liberties (8.2%). A very small number of respondents, about 0.7%, suggested
other priorities from outside the proposed list. Some must be surprised by the low rate of
those who take into account the priority of concern for the environmental situation if we
know the magnitude of environmental difficulties and problems that have been

experienced for decades in the state of Gabes.

Answer 8: about the main motive for the support of an electoral list, the respondents chose
one of the six motives from the proposed list. This will allow us to order them based on the
answers of the overall sample in the state of Gabes. At the top of motives, there is the
motive of supporting the perceptions of the list in the areas of economy and investment
(28%). Second there is the motive of supporting the list's program in the sector of
employment (20%), third, and with an insignificant difference, there is the motive of
supporting the perception of the list in the area of fighting corruption (18%), fourth, there is
the motive of supporting the strategy of the list in the area of maintaining security and
stability (16%), fifth, there is the motive of defending faith (11%) and sixth, there is the
motive of defending identity (5%). A very small number of respondents of about 2%

suggested other motives from outside the proposed list.

Answer 9: regarding the possible relationship of some respondents with some candidates,
the majority of the participants in the questionnaire (70.36%) reported that they have no
connection with the candidates. As for the respondents who admitted having a connection
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to some candidates, they were very precise in their answer by choosing one of the
possibilities for the nature of the relationship that has been suggested to them. At the top
of the nature of the connection, we find that the relationship with the candidates is
associated in 11% of the cases with their affiliation to the favorite political party for the
interviewed. Second, the relationship with the candidates is related to their belonging to
the interviewee’s region (6.39%). Third, the relationship with candidates is related to their
affiliation to the party of the interviewed (3.57%), and fourth, the relationship with one of
the list members is represented, in rare cases, in the interviewee’s boss (0.98%). The other
respondents who account for (7.70%) have confirmed a connection with one of the

candidates but they have provided answers from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: as for the manifestation and evaluation of the major institutions in the State,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State among the four principal ones proposed to them. They consider that the
Presidency of the Government is the most important with (33.98%), then, the Parliament
with (25.18%). In the third rank, with a very small difference, there is the Presidency of the
Republic (24.66%) and fourth, with a considerable difference, there is the Judiciary (16.18%).

Answer 11: the results of the questionnaire in Gabes highlight an optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority i.e. 89.39% of the respondents varies from describing women’s participation as
“very important” (52.18%) or “important” (37.21%), whereas a minority sees that women'’s
participation in political life is “not important” (10.61%). This evaluation seems to be based
either on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of

women's participation in political life, or founded on the confusion of fact and fiction.

Answer 12: by contrast, some might see very disturbing the statistics on the reaction of the
questioned sample to the issue of supporting bills that would enshrine gender equality. A
significant proportion of the respondents who are against the support of such bills
represents 44.86% contrary to the support of a simple majority of about 55.14% to
upholding these bills. Certainly, the importance of the percentage of opponents to support
these bills that would enshrine the gender equality principle stems from the debate that
was raised over the adoption of the bill on equal inheritance that the conservative parties

opposed.

Answer 13: the results of the questionnaire in Gabes provide a positive and optimistic
evaluation of youth participation in political life, which is close to consensus. The answer of
the overwhelming majority of the respondents i.e. 97.43% ranges from the description of
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youth participation as “very important” (24.43%) or “important” (73%), whereas a narrow
majority considers that the participation is “not important” (2.57%). This evaluation seems
to be based on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of

youth participation in political life, or founded on the confusion of fact and fiction.

Answer 14: the reaction of the questioned sample to the issue of supporting bills that
would strengthen the youth role in decision making seems to be in harmony with the
positive evaluation of the youth participation in political life or to what it should be. An
extremely important proportion of the respondents (95.24%) are for supporting this kind of
bills, whereas a small minority of about 4.76% are against the idea of supporting these bills.
The importance of the proportion of young people in the sample interviewed has
contributed to the high proportion of the supporters of the laws that would consolidate the

role of youth.

Answer 15: the responses of the interviewed sample on whether the candidates to the
legislative elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem decisive. The
majority of respondents have answered with “fairly” (55.56%), while 2321% of the
respondents have answered with “no”, and a minority of them said “yes” (21.23%). It is clear
that the blurring of the political scene that prevailed in the period before the legislative

elections had contributed to the results of the questionnaire.

Answer 16: the majority of the respondents (57.41%) consider that the independent
candidates are the closest to winning seats, while 42.59% believe that the parties’
candidates are the closest to lead the scene. The outcome of the legislative elections in
Gabes has led to a landslide victory of seats for the parties’ candidates. The majority’s
miscalculation can be attributed to their projection of the results of the municipal elections
won by the independents, but their attitude also reflects a crisis of mistrust in political

parties.

Answer 17: answering the question on their intention to participate in voting during
legislative elections, the overwhelming majority of respondents, accounting for about
83.69%, expressed their intention to participate contrary to 16.31% of respondents who
declare their intention to withhold. Unfortunately, it is almost certain that a considerable
number of those who confirmed their participation to vote refrained from that because we
know that the general proportion of active participation in the district of Gabes was low
(not more than 40.7%) particularly among young people who represent a considerable

proportion of the questioned sample.
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5.1.2.The results of questioning citizens belonging to the electoral district of
Mednine on legislative elections

The questioning of the citizens who belong the electoral district in Mednine included a
sample of 2296 of both sexes, 51% are males and 49% are women. Of these, 55.62% are
young people under 36%, while 32.36% of respondents belong to the age group 36-50 years.

The rest of the sample is over 50years of age and represent 12.02% of respondents.

The majority of interviewees have stated their educational level, and we can conclude from
their answers that more than half of them have a university level (52.18%), while 9.94% have
a secondary level of education and 34.57% have primary school level. The sample also

includes a very low proportion of illiterate (3.31%)".

The majority of respondents belong to urban areas, representing 82.72%, while rural people
represent 17.28% of the sample. The sample also consists of a number of active citizen
categories in all kinds of economic sectors, representing 48.35% of the respondents as well
as non-active interviewees in the mentioned sectors and they represent 51.65%. The active
citizens in the economic sectors are self-employed (28.98%), public servants (10.31%) and
workers in the private sectors (9.06%). As for the non-active categories in economic sectors,
most of them are job seekers (24.33%), students (11.92%) and housewives (15.40%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (79.58%) stressed that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information aiming at raising awareness of the
importance of legislative elections, while (20.42%) of respondents denied that. Some of the
respondents, who admitted having heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an
information that aimed at raising the awareness of the importance of legislative elections,
identified the type of document or mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers
showed the social media were the main media that enabled 36.32% of them to do so. With a
small difference, television is second (28.67%). Third, with a considerable difference, we find
websites (14.6%) and fourth, with a limited difference, there are radio stations (11.21%). In

fifth place, we find leaflets (5.9%) and newspapers with a limited credit are sixth (3.3%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire results have revealed a general tendency towards the
prevalence of the lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 6131% of

respondents. In fact, the interest in political affairs is completely absent for 17.21% and little

36 The sample includes a number of young people aged between 18 and 22 years, representing 13.07% with 42.55% of 23 to 35 years old.
37 It must be noted that the national literacy rate reached 18% in 2018 up from 18.4% in 2017. Tunisia has one million and 746.000 illiterate

Tunisians.
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for 44.1% of respondents. Only more than one third of respondents have significant interest,
of whom 5.02% describe it as “very good” while it is “good” for 33.67%.

Answer 3: this tendency of reluctance towards public affairs in general and political issues
particularly in Tunisia is confirmed by the index of belonging to civil society or political
parties, as 81.42% of respondents explained that they have not been engaged in
associations, organizations or political parties contrary to 18.58% who claimed to have done
so. This tendency to the lack of interest in political affairs and the reluctance to belong to

civil society or parties can be explained by the limited trust in politicians.

Answer 4: the reluctance tendency is in harmony with the respondents’ answers about their
evaluation of the performance of the deputies who represent the state of Mednine in the
Parliament; 43.1% consider it “poor"While it was considered by more than one-third(39.66%)
that their performance is average. The minority’s evaluation was positive as it is “good” for

(15.11%) and “very good” for (2.13%) of respondents.

Answer 5: about the most important indicators of democracy, the respondents have
selected one of the five indicators in a list suggested to them. This will allow us to order
them based on the overall answers of the questioned sample in Mednine. At the top of
democracy indicators, we have the state of law an institutions index chosen by (26.37%),
second, with a small difference, there is the index of election integrity (24.71%), third, we
have the index of respect for civil rights (15.32%), fourth, with a very small difference, there
is the index of the importance of political participation (15.19%) and fifth, we have the index
of the multi-party system (10.88%). A very small number of respondents, accounting for
0.39%, have proposed another index from outside the suggested list, while (7.14%) stated
that they do not know what could be the most important democracy index. This answer
reflects either a lack of training or a confusion about ordering democracy indexes (despite
knowing what it means).

Answer 6: in the same vein, we note there is a near-consensus that elections are one of the
principles of democracy (92.65%) versus a very small minority of respondents who do not
acknowledge that (7.35%) and it is probable that these are from those who do not believe in
the secular democratic state or those who do not have trust in the electoral process.
Answer 7: on areas where attention is considered a priority, interviewees choose one of the
four priorities from a proposed list. This will allow us to order these priorities based on the
answers of the overall sample in the state of Mednine. At the top of the priorities, there is
the priority of giving attention to the social situation chosen by (42.94%), second, and with a

small difference, the priority of attention to the economic situation (40.15%), third, with a
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considerable difference, there is the priority of concern for the issue of liberties (10.14%),
and fourth, there is the priority of concern for the environmental situation (6.51%). A very
small number of respondents, about 0.26%, suggested other priorities from outside the
proposed list.

Answer 8: about the main motive for the support of an electoral list, respondents choose
one of the six motives on a list proposed to them. This will allow us to order them based on
the answers of the overall sample in the state of Mednine. At the top of the motives, there
is the motive of the support of the list perceptions in the field of economy and investment
chosen by (27.19%). Second, there is the motive of supporting the list's program in the field
of employment (22.04%), third, and with a slight difference, there is there is the motive of
supporting the list's plan in the sector of fighting corruption (17.90%); fourth, there is the
motive of the strategic supporting of the electoral list in the area of maintaining security
and stability (12.83%); fifth, there is the motive of defending faith (12.05%), and

Sixth, there is the motive of defending identity 7.2%). A very small number of interviewees,
accounting for 0.78%, suggested other motives from outside of the list.

Answer 9: as for the possible connection of some interviewees to some candidates, the
majority of candidates in the questionnaire (74.57%) reported that they have connections
with candidates. As for the respondents who admitted a connection to some candidates,
they were very precise in their answers by choosing one of the possibilities for the
suggested connection. At the top of the nature of the connection, we find that the
relationship with the candidates is associated, in 10.34% of the cases, with their belonging
to the favorite party of the interviewee. Second, the relationship with the candidates is
related to their belonging to the region of the interviewee (7.99%). Third, the relationship
with candidates is associated with their belonging to the same party as the interviewee
(4.32%). Fourth, we find that the relationship with one of the list members is represented, in
rare cases, in the interviewee's boss (0.95%). Other respondents, who represent (1.83%),
have admitted their connection to some candidates but they have provided answers about
the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: as for the manifestation and evaluation of the main State institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four proposed to them. They consider the Presidency of the
Government the most important with (32.80%), then, the Parliament (28.19%). Third, there is
the Presidency of the Republic Institution (24.79%) and fourth, with a considerable
difference, we find the Judiciary (14.22%).
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Answer 11: the results of the questionnaire in Mednine indicate a positive and optimistic
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority i.e. 88.58% of the respondents varies from describing women'’s participation as
“very important” (45.12%) or “important” (43.46%), whereas a minority considers that
women’s participation in political life is “not important” (11.42%). This evaluation seems to
be based on impressions that do not stem from an understanding of the actual reality of
women’s participation in political life or the confusion of fact with fiction.

Answer 12: by contrast, some may consider very disturbing the reaction of the interviewed
sample in Mednine to the issue of supporting bills that would enshrine the gender equality
principle. In fact, a significant proportion of the respondents, accounting for 40.80%, are
against the support of such kind of bills contrary to the support of a simple majority of
about 59.20% to the support of these bills. It is certain that the importance of the
percentage of opponents to supporting bills that would enshrine the principle of gender
equality stems from the raised debate about the adoption of the bill on equal inheritance
that the conservative parties opposed.

Answer 13: the questionnaire results in Mednine reflect a positive and optimistic close-to-
consensus evaluation of youth participation in political life. The answer of the
overwhelming majority of respondents, ie. 96.57% varies from describing youth
participation as “very important” (67%) or “important” (29.57%), while a narrow majority
consider that youth participation in political life is “not important” (3.43%). This evaluation
seems to be based on impressions that do stem from an understanding of the actual reality
of youth participation in political life or built on a confusion of fact and fiction.

Answer 14: the reaction of the questioned sample to the issue of supporting bills that
would strengthen the role of young people in decision making seems to be in harmony with
the positive evaluation of youth participation in political life or to what it should be. An
extremely important percentage of respondents (93.02%) are for supporting this kind of
bills, whereas a small majority of about 6.98% are against the idea of supporting these bills.
The importance of the youth percentage in the questioned sample may have contributed to
the high proportion of supporters of the laws that would consolidate the role of youth.
Answer 15: the responses of the questioned sample on whether the candidates to the
legislative elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem optimistic as the
majority of respondents have answered with “fairly” (59.33%), while 20.96% have answered
with “no”, and a minority of them said “yes” (19.71%). It is clear that the blurring of the
political scene that prevailed in the period before the legislative elections had contributed

to the results of the questionnaire.
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Answer 16: a majority of respondents (53.89%) has considered that parties’ candidates are
the closest to winning the seats in the electoral district of Mednine, while 46.11% believe
that independent candidates are the closest to lead the scene. The results have led to the
sliding victory of parties’ candidates who won eight out of nine seats, which means the
majority’s good assumption of electoral powers. However, the expectations of the minority
about independents’ victory reflect their good introspection of a mistrust crisis in political
parties.

Answer 17: answering the question on their intention to participate in voting in the
legislative elections, an overwhelming majority accounting for 84.38% expressed their
intention to participate versus 15.62% who intend to withhold. Unfortunately, it is almost
certain that a considerable number of those who confirmed their participation in voting
refrained from that since the general proportion of active participation in the electoral
district of Mednine was too much lower especially in the legislative elections (40.1%) than
the turnout at the national level (41.7%), particularly among young people who represent a

considerable proportion of the questioned sample.

5.1.3. The results of questioning citizens belonging to the electoral district in
Tataouine on legislative elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the elctoral district of Tataouine pertained a
sample of 1049 of both sexes 49.42% are men and 50.58% are women. Of these, 60.71% are
young people under the age of 36%, while 30.92 % of respondents are in the 36 to 50 year-
old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50years of age and represents 8.37% of the

respondents.

The majority of the respondents have reported to us their educational level, and we can
see from their answers that less than one third have university level (30.80%) and 5.53%
have secondary education level and most of the interviewees (54.98%) were content with
primary education level. The sample also includes alimited percentage of illiterate (8.69%).
The majority of respondents belong to urban areas (75.45%) while rural people represent
24.55% of the population. Moreover, the sample includes a number of active citizens’
categories in all economic sectors, representing 41.24% as well as non-active citizens in the
said sectors and they represent 58.76% of interviewees. Active citizens in economic sectors

consist of self-employed (23.71%), public servants (9.72%), and private sector employees

38 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between18 and 22, representing 14.94% of the sample, with an estimated 45.77% of

the population aged between23 and 35.
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(7.81%). As for the non-active citizens in economic sectors, the majority of them are job
seekers (34.29%), students (8.76%) as well as housewives (15.71%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents(80.19%) emphasised thattheyhad heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of legislative elections, while (19.81%) of repondents denied that. The
respondents, who admitted having heard or seen anawareness-raising flash or heard an
information that aims at raising awareness of the importance of legislative elections,
identified the type of the document or the mass medium that enabled themto do so: the
answers have revealed that television was the main mass medium that enbled 34.74% to do
that. Second, and with a significant difference, there were social media (22.26%). With a
limited difference, radio stations were third (19.19%), leafets were fourth (11.13%), weebsites

were fifth (7.87%), and newspapers were sixth (4.81%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire revealed a general tendency towards the prevalence of the
lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 58.88% of respondents. The interest
in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 17.85% and “little” for 41.03% of the respondents.
Only more than one third of respondents have very little interest, 6.65% of them describe it

as “very good” while 34.47% consider it “good”.

Answer 3: this reluctance tendency to public affairs in general and political issues in
particular in Tunisia is confirmed by the indicator of belonging to civil society or parties;
76.05% of respondents indicate that they have not been engaged in organisations or

associations or parties,while 23.95% claimed having done so.

Answer 4: this tendency to the lack of interest in political affairs and reluctnace to belong
tocivil society orparties can be explained by the limited trust in politicians, which is
reflected in respondents’ answer to the question on their evaluation of the performance of
Parliament deputies who represent the state of Tatouine. More thanhalf of them (51.1%)
consider this performance “poor”, while more than one third (38.51%) consider it “average”,
whereas the minority has a positive evaluation; it is “good” for (8.58%) and “very good” for
(1.81%) of respondents. This reflects the prevailing feeling of anger as well as punitive

voting fairly against the ruling parties.

Answer 5: among themost important democracy indexes, respondents have selected one of
the five indexes from a proposed list. This will allow us to order them based on the answers
of the overall sample interviewed in the state of Tataouine. At the top of indexes, we find

the state of law and institutions index chosen by (25.5%), second, and with a slight
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difference, there is the index of respect for civil rights (23.33%), third, we find the index of
election integrity (18.82%),fourth, and with alimited difference, there is the index of the
importance of political participation (16.22%). In the fifth rank, and with a considerable
difference, there is the index of the multi-party system (7.81%). A very small number of
respondents, accounting for about (0.95%), suggested another indexfrom outside the
proposed list, while (7.37%) stated that they do not know what the most important index of
democracy could be. This answer reflects either a lack of training or confusion about the

order of the indexes (despite knowing what it means).

Answer 6: in the same vein, we note that there is a near-consensus that elections are
considered a principle of democracy (87.36%) in contrast to a minority of respondents who
fail to acknowledge that (12.64%). However, it is the most important in the five southern
states under study and it is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the

secular democratic state or from those whose confidence in the electoral process is absent.

Answer 7: on the areas that should be taken into account as a priority, respondents choose
one out of the four priorities in a proposed list, this will allow us to order them based on
the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Tataouine. At the top of
priorities, there is the priority of giving attention to the social situation chosen by (44.56%),
second, and with a slight difference, there is the priority of taking into account the
economic situation (39.08%), third, and with a significant difference, there is the priority of
concern for the issue of liberties (11.05%) and fourth there is the priority of giving attention
to the environmental situation (4.18%). A very small number of respondents, accounting for

1.13%, suggested other priorities from outside the proposed list.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting an electoral list, interviewees select one of
the six motives in a proposed list, and this will allowus to order them based on the answers
of the overall sample questioned in the state of Tataouine. At the top of the motives, there
Is the motive of supporting the perceptions of the list in the areas of economy and
investment (28.11%), second, there is the motive of supporting thelist's program in the area
of employment (22.37%), third, there is the motive of strategic support of the list in the
areas of maintaing security and stability (16.54%), fourth, there is the motive of supporting
the list's proposed perception in the area of fighting corruption (12.1%), fifth, and with a
limited difference, there is the motive of defending faith (11.05%) and, sixth, the motive of
defending identity (8.96%). A very small number of respondents, accounting for 0.87%,

suggested other motives from outside the list.
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Answer 9: regarding the possible connection of some respondents with some candidates,
46.03% state that they have no connection with candidates; this percentage is considered
the weakest in the five states under study. As for the respondents who admitted having a
connection with several candidates, they were very precise in their answer by choosing one
of the possibilties for the nature of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of the
nature of the connection, we find that the relationship with the candidates is related to
their belonging to the same region as the interviewee (20.52%). Second, we find that the
relationship is related to the candidates’ belonging to the interviewee's favourite party
(18.78%). Third, the relationship is related to the candidates’ belonging to the interviewee's
party (10.39%). Fourth, we find that the relationship with one of the list members is
represented, in rare cases, in the interviewee's boss (1.22%). Other interviewees,
representing (3.06%), have confirmed a connection with one of the candidtes, but they

provided answers, about the nature of the relationship, from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: as for the manifestation and evaluation of the major State Institutions,
respondents provided an answer on what they consider the most important institution of
the four important institutions inthe state proposed to them. They consider the Parliament
the most important insitution in the State (33.04%), then, and with a slight difference, we
find the Presidency of the Republic Institution (32.78%). At the third rank, we find the
Presidency of the Government (20.35%), and fourth, there is the Judiciary (13.83%).

Answer 11: the results of the questionnaire in Tataouine show a positive and optimistic
manifestation and evaluation of women'’s participation in political life. The answer of the
overwhelming majority i.e. 89.5% of the repondents varies from describing women'’s
participation as “not very important” (41.41%) or “important” (48.09%) while a minority sees
that women'’s participation in political life is “not important” (10.5%). This evaluation seems
to be based on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the real fact of

women'’s participation in political life or founded on a confusion of fact with fiction.

Answer 12: by contrast, some might consider very disturbing the questioned sample’s
reaction to the issue of supporting bills that would enshrine the priciple of gender equality.
In fact, we find that a majority of respondents, accounting for 53.18%, are against supporting
this kind of bills, while the proportion of supporters of these bills is the lowest in the five
states with about 46.82%. It is certain that the opposition of the majority to supporting bills
that would enshrine the gender equality principle stems from the raised debate over the

issue of adopting the bill on equal inheritance that conservative parties opposed. However,
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it is annoying as it reflects an important shortage in adopting a number of the Constitution

resolutions.

Answer 13: the results of the questionnaire in Tataouine provide a near-to consensus
positive and optimistic manifestation and evaluation of youth participation in political life.
The answer of the overwhelming majority i.e. 96.35% of the respondents varies between
describing youth participation as “very important” (60.64%), or “important” (35.71%), while a
narrow minority consider that youth participation in political life is “not important” (3.65%).
This evaluation seems to be based on impressions that are not built on an understanding

of the real fact of youth participation or founded on the confusion of fact and fiction.

Answerl4: the reaction of the questioned sample to the issue of supporting bills that would
strengthen the role of young people in decision making seems to be in harmony with the
positive evaluation of youth participation in political life, or to what it should be like. An
extremely important proportion of respondents of about 91.07% are for supporting this kind
of bills, contrary to a small minority, accounting for about 8.93%, who are against the idea
of supporting this kind of bills. The importance of youth percentage in the questioned
sample might have contributed to the high proportion of supporters of the laws that would

consolidate the role of youth.

Answer 15: the questioned sample’s responses to whether the candidates to the legislative
elections meet the citizen’s expectations do not seem optimistic. The majority of
respondents answered with “fairly” (56.89%), while 21.03% anwered with “no”, and a minority
of them said “yes, they meet citizens’ expectations” (22.08%). It is clear that the blurring of
the political scene that prevailed in the period before the legislative elections had

contributed to the contents of the questionnaire results.

Answer 16: Not a large majority of respondents (53.47%) consider that parties’ candidates
are the closest to win seats, while 46.53% think that independent candidates are the closest
tolead the political scene. Results have led to a landslide victory of parties’ candidates in
Tataouine who won three out of four seats, which means the majority’s good assumption of
electoral powers. However, the expectations of the minority about independent candidates’

victory reflect their introspection of a mistrust crisis in political parties.

Answer 17: answering the question on their intention to participate in voting in the
legislative elections, an overwhelming majority of about 88.17% expressed their intention to
participate contrary to 11.83% who declare their intention to withhold. Unfortunately, it is

almost certain that a considerable number of those who confirmed their participation in
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voting refrained from that as we know that the national participation rate in the district of
Tataouine was too much lower than that especially in the legislative elctions (37.1%) (i.e.
less than the national rate that reached 41.7%), in particular, among young people who

represent an imprtant proportion of the questioned sample.

5.1.4. The results of questionning citizens belongingto the electoral district of
Kebili on legislative elctions

The questionning of citizens belonging to the elctoral district in Kebili includes a sample of
734 fromboth sexes, 38.83% are men and 61.17% are women. Of these, 54.47% are young
people under the age of 36%, while 30.31% of interviewees are in the 36 to 50 year-old age
group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years of age and represents 15.22% of respondents.
The majority of interviewees have reported to us their educational level, and we see from
their answers that more than half of them have a university level (43.96%), 15.34% have
secondary education level while 32.15% were content with primary education level. The
sample also includes a small proportion of illiterate (8.55%). The respondents who belong
to urban areas represent 57.08% while rural people account for 42.92% of the sample which
also consists of a number of active categories of citizens in all kinds of economic sectors
representing 50.75% of respondents and others who are non-active who represent 49.25% of
respondents. Active citizens in the economic sectors consist of self-employed (24.02%),
public servants (14.11%) and private sector employees (12.62%). Non-active citizens’ majority

are job seekers (23.2%), students (14.52%) as well as housewives (11.53%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (72.58%) stressed that they had heard or seen
anawareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of legislative elections, while (27.42%) denied that. The respondents who
admitted that they had deard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an information
that aims at raising awareness of the importance of legislative elections, had identifiedthe
type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers revealed
that television was the main mass medium that enabled 37.73% of them to do so,
second,there were leaflets (29.67%), third, we find social media (20.15%), newspapers were
fourth (7.69%) and radio stations were fifth (4.76%).

Answer 2: the results of the questionnaire revealed a general tendency towards the egality

of the category which lacks or has a little interest in political affairs in Tunisia, and which

39 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 15.5% of the sample, with an estimated 38.97% of

the population aged between 23 and less than 36.
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includes 51.71% of respondents of those interested. The concern for political affairs is
“entirely absent” for 16.49% and “little” for 35.22%, while there is a considerable interest for
the other half of respondents (48.29%) among whom 10.95% describe it as “very good” and
37.34% as “good”.

Answer 3: this reluctance tendency to public affairs in general and to political issues in
particular especillay in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil
society or parties as 77.6% of respondents showed that theyhad never been engaged in

associations, organisations or parties, contrary to 22.4% who claimed having done that.

Answer 4: the tendency towards the lack of interest in political issues and reluctance to
belong to civil society or parties can be explained by the limited trust in politicians
reflected in respondents’ answer to the question on the evaluation of the performance of
deputies representing the state of Kebili in the Parliament. More than one third consider it
“poor” (4152%) and about one third (35.88%) consider it “average”, while the minority’s

evaluation was positive; it is “good” for (17.48%) and “very good” for (5.12%) of respondents.

Answer 5: concerning democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes on a
proposed list. This will allow us to order them regarding the answers in the overall
questioned sample in the state of Kebili. At the top of democracy indexes, we find the index
of respect for civil rights chosen by 26.26% of respondents. Second, and with a simple
difference, there is the presence of the state of law and institutions index (24.27%). Third,
we find the index of political participation importance (19.89%). Fourth, and with a
significant difference, there is the index of election integrity (14.99%) and fifth, we find the
index of the multi-party system (7.96%). Very small number of respondents of about 0.4%
suggested another index from outside the proposed list, while (6.23%) state that they do
not know what the most important index of democracy would be; this answer reflects either
a lack of training or confusion regarding the order of democracy indexes (despite knowing

its meaning).

Answer 6: inthe same vein,we note that there is a near consensus that elections are
considered a priciple of democracy (94.86%) while a narrow minority fails to acknowledge
that (5.14%). It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the secular

democratic state or those whose trust in the electoral process is absent.

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into account as a priority, respondents choose
one out of the four priorities in a proposed list,this will allow us to order them based on

the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Kebili. At the top of priorities,
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there is the priority of concern for the economic situation chosen by (45.78%), then, the
concern for the social situation (37.73%). Third, and with a significant difference, we find the
priority of concern for the issue of liberties (12.14%) and fourth there is the priority of
concern for the environmental situation (3.83%). A very small number of respondents of

about 0.52% suggested other priorities from outside the proposed list.

Answer 8: about their main motive for supporting an electoral list, respondents choose one
of the six mortives from a proposed list, this will allow us to order these motives based on
the answers of the overall sample in the state of Kebili. At the top of the motives, there is
the motive of supporting the perceptions of the list in the field of economy and investment
chosen by (25.89%). Second, there is the motive of supporting the list in the field of
maintaining security and stability (19.95%), third, and with a limited difference, there is the
motive of supporting the list's program in the field of employment (18.1%). In the fourth
rank, there is the motive of supporting the list's course in the field of fighting corruption
(14.27%), fifth, there is the motive of defending faith (12.29%) and sixth the motive of
defending identity (8.19%). A small number of respondents, of about 1.31%, suggested other

motives from outside the proposed list.

Answer 9: as for the possible connection of some respondents to some candidates, the
majority of respondents (77.93%) indicate that they have no relationship with the
candidates. As for those who admitted having a connection to some of the candidates, they
choose one of the possibilities for the nature of the relationship proposed to them. At the
top of the possibilities, we find that the relationship with the candidates is associated with
their belonging to the region of the interviewee (9.57%), second, we find that the
relationship with the candidates is associated with their belonging to the favourite party of
the interviewee (6.38%). Third, we find that the relationship with the candidates is linked to
their belonging to the interviewee's party (3.19%), and fourth, the relationship with one of
the list's members is represented, in rare cases, in the interviewee's boss (0.94%). Other
respondents who represent (1.99%) admitted having connection with some candidates but

they provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: concerning the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four proposed to them. They consider that the Institution of the
Parliament is the most important one (33.95%), then, the Presidency of the Government

(24.22%), third, and with a very small difference in proportion, there is the Presidency of the
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Republic Institution (22.36%), and fourth, with an insignificant difference, we find the
Judiciary (19.47%).

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Kebili refect a positive and optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 90.13% of respondents, varies between describing this participation as “very
important” (48.03%) or “important” (42.1%), while a minority sees women'’s participation in
political life as “not important” (9.87%). This evaluation seems to be based on impressions
that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of women'’s participation in

political life or founded on the confusion between fact and fiction.

Answer 12: by contrast, some might see in the reaction of the questioned sample towards
the issue of supporting bills that would enshrine the principle of gender equality a
disturbing matter. A very important percentage of respondents, accounting for 38.15%, is
against this kind of bills versus the support of a majority of about 61.85%. It is certain that
the importance of the proportion of the opponents against the support of bills that would
enshrine the gender equality principle originates in the raised debate over the adoption of

the bill on equal inheritance that the conservative parties opposed.

Answer 13: the questionnaire resultsin Kebili have shown a positive and optimistic picture
of youth’s participation in political life that was close to consensus. In fact, the answer of
the overwhelming majority, i.e. 98.03% of respondents, varies between describing youth
participation as “very important” (74.15%) or “important” (23.88%), while a very small
minority sees that youth’s particiaption in political life is “not important” (1.97%). This
evaluation seems to be based on impressions that are not built on an understanding of

the actual reality or founded on the confusion of what is existent and what is desired.

Answer 14: the reaction of the questioned sample towards the issue of supporting bills that
would consolidate the role of young people in decision making seems to be in harmony
with the positive evaluation of youth’s particiption in political life or to what it should be
like. An extremely important percentage of respondents of about 94.29% are for supporting
this kind of bills, versus a very small minority of about 5.71% against the idea of supporting
such bills. The importance of youth’'s proportion in the questioned sample may have
contributed to the increase of rate of supporters of the laws that would consolidate the

role of youth.

Answer 15: the responses of the interviewed sample on whether the candidates to the

legislative elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem decisive. The
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majority of respondents answered with “fairly” (64.64%), whereas 12.8% answered with
“candidates do not meet citizens' expectations”, while a minority of them said that
“candidates meet expectations” (22.56%). It is evident that the indistinctness of the
political scene that prevailed in the period that preceded the legislative elections had

contributed to the questionnaire results.

Answer 16: two thirds of the respondents (66.71%) consider that independent candidates
are the closet to win seats while the remaining third (33.29%) think that parties’ candidates
are the closest to lead the scene. The results have led to a landslide victory of parties’
candidates with four out the five seats contested in Kebili. The majority’s miscalculations
can be attributed to their projection of the minucipal results won by independents, but

their attitude also reflects a crisis of mistrust in political parties.

Answer 17: answering the question on their intention to participate in voting in the
legislative elections, an overwhelming majority of about 88.16% expressed their intention to
participate versus 11.84% of respondents who stated their intention to withhold.
Unfortunately, it is almost certain that a considerable number of those who claimed their
participation in voting refrained from that because we know that the real general
participation rate in the constituency of Kebili, despite being higher than the national rate,
was low in legislative elctions (49.3%) compared to the voting intentions reported in the
questionnaire especially among young people who represent an important rate of the

questioned sample.

5.1.5. The results of questioning citizens belonging to the electoral district of
Tozeur on legislative elections:

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Tozeur included a sample
of 760 people from both sexes, 53.03% are men and 46.97% are women. Of these, 52.6% are
young people under the age of 36*°, while 31.38% of respondents are in the 36 to 50 year-
old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years of age, representing 16.02% of
respondents. As for their educational level, we can see that 41.76% have university level,
5.38% have secondary education level, while a majority (51.56%) have primary school level.
The sample also includes a very small proportion of illiterate people (1.3%). The
overwhelming majority of respondents belong to urban areas and they represent (93.92%)

while rural people account for 6.08% of the sample which also includes a number of active

40 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 12.76% of the sample, with an estimated 39.84% of

the population aged between 23 and less than 36.
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categories of citizens in all kinds of economic sectors (44.43%) and non-active citizens who
represent 55.57% of respondents. Active citizens in economic sectors consist of self-
employed (24.51%), public servants (9.83%) and private sector employees (10.09%). For the
non-active citizens in economic sectors, most of them are job seekers (27.39%), students
(7.73%) as well as housewives (20.45%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (81.42%) emphasized that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of legislative elections, while (18.58%) denied that. Respondents who had
admitted having heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read information that aims at
raising awareness of the importance of legislative elections had identified the type of
document or mass medium that enabled them to do so. Answers have revealed that
television is the main medium that enabled about half of respondents (47.89%) to achieve
that, then, with an insignificant difference, there are social media (39.44%). With a very
important difference, radio stations are ranked third (7.04%), leaflets are fourth (2.83%) and,

fifth, there are both websites and newspapers with 1.4% each.

Answer 2: the questionnaire results revealed a general tendency towards the prevalence of
the lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 64.99% of respondents. In fact,
the interest in political affairs is totally absent for 28.83%, and little for 36.16%. Only one
third of the respondents have good interest that 5.54% of them describe as “very good” and
29.47% as “good”.

Answer 3: the tendency of reluctance towards public affairs in general and particularly
political issues in Tunisia is confirmed by the index of belonging to civil society or parties,
as 83.68% of respondents indicate that they had never been engaged in association or

organizations or parties versus 16.32% who claimed having done so.

Answer 4: the tendency towards the lack of interest in political issues and the reluctance to
belonging to civil society or parties can be explained by the limited trust in politicians
reflected in respondents’ answer to their questioning on the evaluation of the performance
of deputies representing the state of Tozeur in the Parliament. About half of them consider
it “poor” (48.77%), one third (32.68%) consider it “average”, while the minority has a positive

evaluation; it is “good” for (16.86%), and “very good” for (1.69%) of respondents.

Answer 5: about the most important democracy indexes, respondents have chosen one out
of the five indexes in a proposed list. This will allow us to order them based on the answers

of the overall sample in the state of Tozeur. At the top of democracy indexes, we find the
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multi-party system index selected by (23.45%), then, and with a simple difference, there is
the index of election integrity (22.41%). At the third rank, we find the index of the
importance of political participation (15.93%), fourth, with a slight difference, we find the
index of respect for the state of law and institutions (15.16%), and fifth, with a slight
difference as well, there is the index of respect for civil rights (14.38%). A very small number
of respondents, accounting for 0.77%, suggested another index from outside the proposed
list, while (7.9%) stated that they have no idea about what the most important democracy
indexes would be; this answer reflects either a lack of training or a confusion about the

order of democracy indexes (although they know its meaning).

Answer 6: in the same vein, we notice a near-consensus that elections are considered a
principle of democracy (90.90%) versus a very small minority that not confirm that (9.10%).
It is likely that the latters are from those who do not believe in the secular democratic state

or from those whose trust in the electoral process is absent.

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into account as a priority, respondents choose
one out of the four priorities in a proposed list,this will allow us to order them based on
the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Tozeur. At the top of priorities,
there is the priority of concern for the economic situation selected by (43.177%), then, the
concern for the social situation (29.65%). Third, we find the priority of concern for the issue
of liberties (24.32%) and fourth, with a very large difference, there is the priority of concern
for the environmental situation (1.3%). A very small number of respondents, of about 1.56%,

suggested other priorities from outside the proposed list.

Answer 8: about the main motive for the support of an electoral list, respondents choose
one of the six motives out of a proposed list. This will allow us to order them based on the
answers of the overall questioned sample in the state of Tozeur. At the top of priorities,
there is the motive of supporting the list's program in the field of maintaining security and
stability selected by (36.06%), second, we find the motive of supporting the list's course in
the field of employment (21.66%), third, the motive of supporting the list's perception in the
area of fighting against corruption (15.82%), fourth, there is the motive of supporting the
list's program in the field of economy and investment (15.56%), fifth, we find the motive of
defending faith (7.91%), and sixth, there is the motive of defending identity (1.69%). A very
small number of respondents suggested, of about 13%, suggested other motives from

outside the proposed list.

Answer 9: as for the possible connection of some respondents to some candidates, the
majority of respondents (73.16%) indicate that they have no relationship with the
51



candidates. As for those who admitted having a connection to some of the candidates, they
choose one of the possibilities for the nature of the relationship proposed to them. At the
top of the possibilities, we find that the relationship with the candidates is associated with
their belonging to the region of the interviewee (13.03%), second, we find that the
relationship with the candidates is associated with their belonging to the interviewee'’s
favourite party (6.58%). Third, we find that the relationship with the candidates is linked to
their belonging to the interviewee's party (2.89%), and fourth, the relationship with one of
the list's members is represented, in rare cases, in the interviewee's boss (0.92%). Other
respondents who represent (3.42%) admitted having a connection with some candidates
but they provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed
list.

Answer 10: As for the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four proposed to them. They consider that Presidency of the
Government is the most important among the main State Institutions (29.58%), then, with a
slight difference, the Parliament Institution (29.06%), third, there is the Presidency of the
Republic Institution (21.33%), and fourth, with an insignificant difference, we find the
Judiciary (20.03%).

Answer 11: the results of the questionnaire in Tozeur refect a positive and optimistic picture
and evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 92.61% of respondents, varies between describing this participation as “very
important” (54.09%) or “important” (38.52%), while a minority sees women'’s participation in
political life as “not important” (7.39%). This evaluation seems to be based on impressions
that are not built on an understanding of the actual reaality of women’s participation in

political life or founded on the confusion of what is existent and what is desired.

Answer 12: by contrast, some might see in the reaction of the interviewed sample towards
the issue of supporting bills that would enshrine the principle of gender equality a
disturbing matter. For, a very important proportion of respondents, accounting for 38.88%,
is against this kind of bills versus the support of a majority of about 61.12%. It is certain that
the importance of the proportion of the opponents against the support of bills that would
enshrine the principle of gender equality stems from the raised debate over the adoption

of the bill on equal inheritance that the conservative parties opposed.

Answer 13: the results of the questionnaire in Tozeur have shown a positive and optimistic
picture of the participation of young people in political life that was close to consensus; as
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the answer of the overwhelming majority, i.e. 955% of respondents, ranges between
describing the participation of young people as “very important” (68.18%) or “important”
(28.32%), while a very small minority sees that young people’s particiaption in political life
is “not important” (4.5%). This evaluation seems to be based on impressions that are not
built on an understanding of the actual reality or founded on the confusion between fact

and fiction.

Answer 14: the response of the questioned sample towards the issue of supporting bills
that would promote the role of young people in decision making seems to be in harmony
with the positive evaluation of youth’s particiption in political life or to what it should be
like. An extremely important percentage of respondents of about 92.79% are for supporting
this kind of bills, versus a very small minority of about 7.21% against the idea of supporting
such bills. The importance of youth’'s proportion in the questioned sample may have
contributed to the increase in the percentage of supporters of the laws that would

reinforce the role of youth.

Answer 15: the answers of the interviewed sample on whether the candidates to the
legislative elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem decisive. The
majority of respondents answered with “fairly” (47.8%), 26.68% answered with “yes”, while a
minority of them said that “candidates meet expectations” (25.52%). It is evident that the
indistinctness of the political scene that prevailed in the period that preceded legislative

elections had contributed to the results of the questionnaire.

Answer 16: a majority of respondents (56.48%) has considered that independent candidates
are the closest to win seats, while 43.52% believe that parties’ candidates are the closest to
lead the scene. The results have led to a sliding victory of parties’ candidates who won
three out of four seats. The majority’s miscalculation can be explained by their projection
of municipal elections’ results won by independent candidates, relying on them in their
expectations of legislative elections’ results. However, their expectations also reflect a

mistrust crisis in political parties.

Answer 17 : answering the question on their intention to participate in voting in the
legislative elections, an overwhelming majority of about 82.48% expressed their intention to
participate versus 17.52% of respondents who stated their intention to withhold.
Unfortunately, it is almost certain that a considerable number of those who claimed their
participation in voting refrained from that because we know that the real general

participation rate in the constituency of Tozeur was low in legislative elctions, not
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exceeding (47.9%) (although it was higher than the national turnout rate) particularly

among young people who represent an important proportion of the questioned sample.

5.2.The results of the questionnaire on presidential elections

5.2.1. The results of questionning citizens belonging to the elctoral district of
Gabes on presidential elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Gabes on presidential
elections included a sample of 1151 people from both sexes, 55.95% are men and 44.05% are
women. Of these, 55.07% are young people under the age of 36, while 24.42% of respondents
are in the 36 to 50-year-old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years of age,
representing 20.51% of respondents. As for their educational level, we can see that more
than half of the respondents have university level (55.08%), with no one whose study
stopped at the secondary education while 42.48% have primary school level. The sample
also includes a very small proportion of illiterate people (2.44%). The overwhelming
majority of respondents belong to urban areas and they represent 97.17%, while rural

people account for 2.83% i.e. a very small proportion of the sample.

The sample consists of a number of active categories of citizens in all kinds of economic
sectors (53.12%) and non-active citizens who represent 46.88% of respondents. Active
citizens in economic sectors consist of self-employed (29.29%), public servants (12.84%) and
private sector employees (10.99%). For the non-active citizens in economic sectors, most of

them are job seekers (13.63%), students (18.12%) as well as housewives (15.13%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (69.1%) emphasized that they had heard or seen
anawareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of presidential elections, while about one third (30.9%) denied that. The
respondents who admitted that they had heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read
an information that aims at raising awareness of the importance of presidential elections,
had identified the type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The
answers revealed that television was the principle mass medium that enabled the
overwhelming majority (87.56%) of them to do so, second, with a great difference, there
were radio stations (10.36%), third, with a considerable difference, we find social media

(1.56%), and newspapers were fourth (0.52%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire results revealed a general tendency towards the prevalence of
the lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, which includes 69.23% of respondents. The

concern for political affairs is “entirely absent” for 28.55% and “little” for 40.68%, while there
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is a considerable interest for less than one third of the respondents (30.77%) among whom

10.34% describe it as “very good” and 20.43% as “good”.

Answer 3: the reluctance tendency to public affairs in general and, in particular, to political
issues in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil society or political
parties as more than four fifths (81.69%) of respondents revealed that they had never been
engaged in associations, organizations or parties, contrary to 18.31% who claimed having
done that.

Answer 4: for democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes on a
proposed list. This will allow us to order these indexes regarding the answers in the overall
questioned sample in the state of Gabes. At the top of democracy indexes, we find the
index of election integrity elected by (28.58%). Second, and with a simple difference, there is
the index of respect for civil rights (23.66%). Third, we find the index of the respect for the
state of law and institutions (17.15%). Fourth, and with a significant difference, there is the
index of the multi-party system (10.91%) and fifth, we find the index of the importance of
political participation (9.76%). (9.94%) of respondents state that they do not know what the
most important index of democracy would be; this answer reflects either a lack of training

or confusion regarding the order of democracy indexes (despite knowing its meaning).

Answer 5: in the same context, we note that there is an overwhelming majority admitting
that elections are considered a principle of democracy (86.07%) while a narrow minority
fails to acknowledge that (13.93%); their proportion is more than the double of those who
have the same opinion in the same state who participated in the questionnaire on
legislative elections. It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the secular

democratic state or who do not have trust in the electoral process.

Answer 6:0n the extent to which the respondents know the duties of the President of the
Republic,the overwhelming majority (86.87%) answered with “don’t know” (37.13%), or that
their knowledge of the listed powers is shallow (49.74%). There is only a limited minority

that claims having precise knowledge of the President’s duties (13.13%).

Answer 7:onthe areas that should be taken into account as a priority, respondents choose
one out of the three priorities from a proposed list,this will allow us to order them based
on the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Gabes. At the top of
priorities, there is the priority of concern for national security selected by (51.58%), then,
with a considerable difference, the concern for foreign relations (23.2%), and third, there is

the priority of concern for the amendment of the Tunisian political system (17.08%). A very
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small number of respondents of about (8.14%) suggested other priorities from outside the
proposed list. Some might be surprised by the importance of making the amendment of the

Tunisian political system a priority.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting one of the candidates for the presidential
elections, respondents choose one of the six motives from a proposed list, and this will
allow us to order these motives based on the answers of the overall sample in the state of
Gabes. At the top of motives, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in
the field of employment chosen by 21.4%, then, the motive of supporting the candidate’s
perceptions in the field of fighting corruption (17.76%). Third, with a slight difference, we
find the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in maintaining security and stability
(17.5%), fourth, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s perceptions in the field of
economy and investment (17.07%), fifth, the motive of defending faith (14.9%), and sixth, the
motive of defending identity (5.64%). A slight number of respondents of about 5.73% suggest
other motives from outside the list. These answers seem to be a confirmation of
respondents’ lack of knowledge of the real duties of the President of the Republic as the

first and the seocnd motives do not belong to the realm of his duties.

Answer 9: concerning the possible connection of some respondents to their favourite
candidate for the presidential elections, the majority of respondents (71.08%) indicate that
they have no relationship with the candidate. As for those who admitted having a
connection to one of the candidates, they choose one of the two possibilities for the nature
of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of the possibilities, we find that the
relationship with the candidate is associated with his belonging to the the interviewee’s
favourite party (21.76%), second, we find that the relationship with the candidate is
associated with the belonging to the same party as the interviewee's (4.45%). Other
respondents who represent (2.71%) admitted having connection with a candidate but they

provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: as for the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four alternatives proposed to them. They consider that the
Institution of the Presidency of the Government is the most important one (32.18%), then,
the Parliament (25.38%), third, and with a slight difference in proportion, there is the
Judiciary (23.7%), and fourth,the Presidency of the Republic (18.74%). This result, which led
to the precedence of the Judiciary over the Institution of the Presidency of the Republic,

can be surprising as it reflects a clear underestimation on the part of the questioned
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sample on the eve of the presidential elections, expressing dimunition of the Presidency of

the Republic Institution. No doubt, this is hard to understand.

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Gabes refect a positive and optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 91.6% of respondents, varies between describing this participation as “very
important” (61.13%) or “important” (30.47%), while a minority sees women’s participation in
political life as “not important” (8.4%). This evaluation seems to be based on impressions
that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of women'’s participation in

political life or founded on the confusion of what is existent and what is desired.

Answr 12:the results of the questionnaire in Gabesshow a positive and optimistic picture of
youth’s participation in political life that was close to consensus. In fact, the answer of the
overwhelming majority, i.e. 96.57% of respondents, varies between describing youth
participation as “very important” (79.16%) or “important” (17.41%), while a very small
minority sees that youth particiaption in political life is “not important” (3.43%). This
evaluation seems to be based on impressions that are not built on an understanding of
the actual reality of youth participation in political life or founded on the confusion of what

is existent and what is desired.

Answer 13: the answers of the interviewed sample to whether the candidates for the
presidential elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem clear. In fact, the
majority of respondents answered with “fairly” (51.64%), whereas 26.07% answered with
“candidates do not meet citizens' expectations”, while a minority of them answer with “yes”
(22.29%). It is evident that the indistinctness of the political scene that prevailed in the
period that preceded the presidental elections had contributed to the questionnaire

results.

Answer 14: as an answer to the question on their intention to participate in the voting
during the presidentail elections, an overwhelming majority of 79.4% has expressed its
intention to particiapte versus 20.6% who expressed their intention to refrain from doing
so. We notice that the proportion of respondents who confirmed their participation in
voting in presidential elections is less than the proportion of those who confirmed their
participation in legislative elections*. However, the participation rate in presidential

elections was actually higher than that of legislative elections. We also expect that some of

41 That is 83.69%, according to the questionnaire.
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those who confirmed their participation in the voting in the presidential elections did not
do so because we know that the general participation rate in the district of Gabes was low*
especially among the young people who represent a significant percentage of the

questioned sample.

5.2.2. The results of questionning citizens belonging to the elctoral district of
Mednine on presidential elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Mednine on presidential
elections included a sample of 462 people from both sexes, 62.99% are men and 37.01% are
women. Of these, 50.53% are young people under the age of 36%, while 33.69% of
respondents are in the 36 to 50-year-old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years
of age, representing 15.78% of respondents. As for their educational level, we can see that
more than one third of the respondents have university level (36.34%), 5.37% have
secondary education while 44.63% have primary school level. The sample also includes a

very small proportion of illiterate people accounting for 13.66%.

The overwhelming majority of respondents belong to rural areas and they represent 81.13%,
while urban people account for 18.87% of the sample. Nevertheless, this belonging must be
placed; since the redistricting of electoral constituencies, according to the Constitution, all
Tunisians have become residents of municipalities. At the professional level, the sample
consists of a number of active categories of citizens in all kinds of economic sectors
(60.08%) and non-active citizens who represent 39.92% of respondents. Active citizens in
economic sectors consist of self-employed (39.47%), public servants (11.62%) and private
sector employees (8.99%). For the non-active citizens in economic sectors, most of them are
job seekers (20.83%), students (5.27%) as well as housewives (13.82%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (75.37%) emphasized that they had heard or seen
anawareness-raising flash or read an information that seeks raising awareness of the
importance of presidential elections, while (24.63%) denied that. The respondents who
admitted that they had heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an information
that aims at raising awareness of the importance of presidential elections, had identified

the type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers

42 It reached 48.6% in the first round of the presidential elections, then, it increased in the second round to 59.7%.
43The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 9.81% of the sample, with an estimated 40.72% of the

population aged between 23 and 35.
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revealed that both television and radio stations were the main mass media that enabled,
together, 57.95% of respondents to do so. Second, with a great difference, there were
websites (25.13%). Third, with a considerable difference, there were some respondents who
claimed having had the information through all mass media (12.31%). Fourth, with a

significant difference, there were newspapers (3.07%) and leaflets were sixth (1.54%).

Answer 2:the results of the questionnaire revealed a general tendency towards the
prevalence of the lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 58.93% of
respondents. The interest in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 21.91% and “little” for
37.02%, while there is a considerable interest for more than one third of the respondents

among whom 8.51% describe it as “very good” and 32.56% as “good”.

Answer 3:thetendency of reluctance towards public affairs in general and, in particular, to
political issues in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil society or
political parties; more than 79.83% of respondents revealed that theyhad never been
engaged in associations, organisations or parties, contrary to 20.17% who claimed having

done that.

Answer 4: for democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes on a
proposed list. This will allow us to order these indexes regarding the answers in the overall
questioned sample in the state of Mednine. At the top of democracy indexes, we find the
index of election integrity selected by (25.43%). Second, there is the index of respect for the
state of law and institutions (19.44%). Third, we find the index of the multi-pary system
(17.09%). Fourth, and with a limited difference, there is the index of the respect for civi
rights (14.74%) and fifth, we find the index of the importance of politcal participation (9.4%).
A very small number of respondents of about 1.06%suggested another index from outside
the list, while (12.84%) state that they do not know what the most important index of
democracy would be. This answer reflects either a lack of training or confusion regarding

the order of democracy indexes (despite knowing its meaning).

Answer 5: inthe same vein,we note that there is a near-consensus that elections are
considered a priciple of democracy (91.23%) versus a narrow minority that fails to
acknowledge that (8.77%). It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the

secular democratic state or who do not have trust in the electoral process.

Answer 6: on the extent to which the interviewees have an idea about the duties of the

President of the Republic, the overwhelming majority (80.7%) answered with “don’t know”
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(27.34%), or that their knowledge of the listed powers is superficial (53.36%). Only a limited

minority claims having precise knowledge of the President’s duties (19.3%).

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into consideration as a priority by the
candidate to the post of the President of the Republic, respondents choose one out of the
three priorities from a proposed list,this will allow us to order these priorities based on the
answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Mednine. At the top of priorities,
there is the priority of concern for national security selected by (48.6%), then, with a
considerable difference, the concern for the amendment of the Tunisian political system
(30.24%) and third, there is the priority of concern for foreign relations (17.49%). A very small
number of respondents of about (3.67%) suggested other priorities from outside the
proposed list. Some might be surprised by the importanceof making the amendment of the
Tunisian political system a priority over the concern for foreign affairs which is considered,

in Constitution and in reality, the main duty of the President of the Republic.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting one of the candidates for the presidential
elections, respondents choose one of the six motives from a proposed list, and this will
allow us to order these motives based on the answers of the overall sample in the state of
Mednine. At the top of motives, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s program
in the field of economy and investment selected by (27.98%), then, the motive of defending
faith (19.31%). Third, with a slight difference, there is the motive of supporting the
candidate’s program in the field of employment (18.87%).Fourth, we find the motive of
supporting the candidate’s program in fighting corruption (14.32%). Fifth, with a slight
difference, we find the motive of supporting the candidate’'s program in maintaining
security and stability (13.88%), and sixth, there is the motive of defending identity (3.69%). A
very small number of respondents of about 1.95% suggest other motives from outside the
list. These answers seem to be a confirmation of respondents’ lack of knowledge of the real
duties of the President of the Republic as the first four motives do not belong to the realm

of his duties.

Answer 9: concerning the possible connection of some respondents to their favourite
candidate for the presidential elections, the majority of participants in the questionnaire
(66.97%) indicate that they have no relationship with the candidate. As for those who
admitted having a connection to one of the candidates, they choose one of the two
possibilities for the nature of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of these
possibilities, we find that the relationship with the candidates is associated with their

belonging to the interviewee's favourite party (25.4%), second, we find that the relationship
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with the candidates is associated with their belonging to the same party as the
interviewee's (5.77%). Other respondents, who account for (1.86%), admitted having
connection with some candidates but they provided answers about the nature of the

relationship from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: as for the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four options proposed to them. They consider that the Institution of
the Presidency of the Government is the most important one (35.27%), then, the Parliament
(30.11%), third, and with a slight difference in proportion, there is the Presidency of the
Republic (21.72%), and fourth, there is the Judiciary (12.9%).

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Mednine refect a positive and optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 89.72% of respondents, ranges between describing women’s participation as
“very important” (68.15%) or “important” (21.57%), while a minority sees women'’s
participation in political life as “not important” (10.28%). This evaluation seems to be based
on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of women'’s
participation in political life or founded on the confusion of what is existent with what is

desired.

Answer 12: the questionnaire results in Mednine reflect a positive and optimistic picture of
youth'’s participation in political life that was close to consensus. In fact, the answer of the
overwhelming majority, i.e. 93.56% of respondents, varies between describing youth
participation as “very important” (80.28%) or “important” (13.28%), while a very small
minority sees that youth particiaption in political life is “not important” (6.44%). This
evaluation seems to be based on unreal impressions on the participation of young people

in political life or founded on the confusion of what is existent with what is desired.

Answer 13: the responses of the interviewed sample to whether the candidates for the
presidential elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem clear. In fact, the
majority of respondents answered with “fairly” (51.61%), whereas 35.08% answered with
“candidates do not meet citizens’ expectations”, while a minority of them answer with “yes”
(13.31%). It is evident that the indistinctness of the political scene that prevailed in the

period preceding the presidental elections had contributed to the questionnaire results.

Answer 14: as an answer to the question on their intention to participate in the voting in

the presidential elections, an overwhelming majority of 74.8% has expressed its intention to

61



take part in the voting versus 25.2% who expressed their intention to withhold. We notice
that the proportion of respondents who confirmed their participation in the voting in
presidential elections is less than the proportion of those who confirmed their participation
in the voting in the questionnaire on legislative elections*. However, the participation rate
in presidential elections was actually higher than that of legislative elections. We also
expect that some of those who confirmed their participation in the voting in the
presidential elections did not do so because we know that the general participation rate in
the district of Mednine was low* especially among the young people who represent a

significant percentage of the questioned sample.

5.2.3.the results of questionning citizens belonging to the elctoral district of
Tataouine on presidential elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Tataouine on presidential
elections included a sample of 395 people from both sexes, 52.4% are men and 47.6% are
women. Of these, 69.91% are young people under the age of 36, while 18.14% of respondents
are in the 36 to 50 year-old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years of age,

representing 11.95% of respondents.

As for their educational level, more than half of the respondents have university level
(55.08%), while 02.67% of them have secondary education while 32.89% have primary school
level. The sample also includes a very small proportion of illiterate people accounting for
9.36%.

The majority of respondents belong to urban areas and they represent 78.61%, while rural
people account for 21.39% of the sample. The sample also consists of a number of active
categories of citizens in all kinds of economic sectors, representing 40.04 % as well as non-
active citizens who represent 59.96% of respondents. Active citizens in economic sectors
consist of self-employed (21.66%), public servants (11.33%) and private sector employees
(7.05%). As for the non-active citizens in economic sectors, most of them are job seekers
(33.5%), students (13.35%) as well as housewives (13.11%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (79.51%) stressed that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the

importance of presidential elections, while (20.49%) denied that. The respondents, who

44 That is 84.38%, according to the questionnaire.

45 It reached 44.3% in the first round of the presidential elections, then, it increased to 55.0% in the second round.
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admitted that they had heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an information
that aims at raising awareness of the importance of presidential elections, had identified
the type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers
revealed that both social media and websites were the main mass media that enabled,
together, 38.46% of respondents to do so. With a slight difference, television was second
(38.01%). Third, with a considerable difference, there were radio stations (17.65%), leaflets

and posters were fourth (4.52%) and newspapers were fifth (1.36%).

Answer 2: the results of the questionnaire revealed a general tendency towards the
prevalence of the lack of interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 70.72% of
respondents. The interest in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 26.3% and “little” for
44.42%, while there is a considerable interest only for more than one fourth of the

respondents among whom 5.71% describe it as “very good” and 23.57% as “good”.

Answer 3: the reluctance tendency towards public affairs in general and, in particular, to
political issues in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil society or
political parties; 79.8% of respondents revealed that they had never been engaged in

associations, organisations or parties, versus 20.2% who claimed having done that.

Answer 4: concerning democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes from
a proposed list. This will allow us to order these indexes based on the answers in the
overall questioned sample in the state of Tataouine. At the top of democracy indexes, we
find the index of election integrity selected by 23.38%. Second, with a slight difference, there
is the index of respect for the state of law and institutions (20.65%). Third, we find the index
of respect for civil rights (19.65%). Fourth, with a significant difference, there is the index of
the multi-party system (10.95%). Fifth, with a limited difference, we find the index of the
importance of political participation (9.2%). A very small number of respondents of about
0.25%suggested another index from outside the list, while 15.92% indicate that they do not
know what the most important index of democracy would be. This answer reflects either a
lack of training or confusion regarding the order of democracy indexes (despite knowing its

meaning).

Answer 5: inthe same vein,we note that there is a near-consensus for 85.46% that elections
are considered a priciple of democracy versus a narrow minority(14.54%)that fails to
acknowledge that although it is the most important among the five southern states under
study. It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in the secular democratic

state or who do not have trust in the electoral process.
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Answer 6: on the extent to which the respondentsare aware of the duties of the President
of the Republicthe overwhelming majority (88.22%) answered either with “don’t know”
(33.83%), or that their knowledge of the listed powers is shallow (54.39%). Only a limited

minority claims having precise knowledge of the President’s duties (11.78%)

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into consideration as a priority, respondents
choose one out of the three priorities from a proposed list,this will allow us to order these
priorities based on the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Tataouine.
At the top of priorities, there is the priority of concern for national security selected by
(51.26%), then, with a considerable difference, the concern for foreing relations (25.38%) and
third, there is the priority of concern for the amendment of the Tunisian political system
(16.33%). A very small number of respondents of about (7.03%) suggested other priorities

from outside the proposed list.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting one of the candidates for the presidential
elections, respondents choose one of the six motives from a proposed list. This will allow
us to order these motives based on the answers of the overall sample in the state of
Tataouine. At the top of motives, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s
perceptions in the field of employment selected by (25.5%), second, there is the motive of
supporting the candidate’s program in maintaining security and stability (20.5%). Third, and
with a slight difference, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in the
field of economy and investment (18.75%), fourth, the motive of defending faith (17.5%), fifth,
the motive of supporting the candidate’s perceptions in fighting corruption (11.75%), and,
sixth, the motive of defending identity (4%). A very small number of respondents of about
2% suggest other motives from outside the list. These answers seem to be a confirmation of
respondents’ lack of knowledge of the real duties of the President of the Republic since the

first motive on the list does not belong to the realm of his duties.

Answer 9: as for the possible connection of some respondents to their favourite candidate
for the presidential elections, the majority of participants in the questionnaire (61.52%)
indicate that they have no relationship with the candidate. As for those who admithaving a
connection to one of the candidates, they choose one of the two possibilities for the nature
of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of these possibilities, we find that the
relationship with the candidate is associated with his belonging to the interviewee's
favourite party (26.58%), second, we find that the relationship with the candidate is

associated with his belonging to the same party as the interviewee's (7.09%). The other
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respondents, who represent (4.81%), admitted having connection with the candidate but

they provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed list.

Answer 10: regarding the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four options proposed to them. They regarded the Assembly of
Representative of the People as the most important institution (35.07%), then, the
Presidency of the Government (25.37%), third, there is the Judiciary (21.14%), and fourth,
there is the Institution of the Presidency of the Republic (18.42%). This result, which led to
the precedence of the Judiciary over the Institution of the Presidency of the Republic, can
be surprising as it reflects a clear underestimation and a misunderstanding of the
Constitution on the part of the questioned sample on the eve of the presidential elections,
expressing dimunition of the Presidency of the Republic Institution. No doubt, this is hard

to understand.

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Tataouine refect a positive and optimistic picture
and evaluation of women'’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 84.58% of respondents, varies between describing women'’s participation as
“very important” (46.27%) or “important” (38.31%), while a minority sees women’s
participation in political life as “not important” (15.42%). This evaluation seems to be based
on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of women'’s

participation in political life or that there isconfusion of fact and fiction..

Answer 12: the results of the questionnaire in Tataouinereflect a positive and optimistic
picture of youth participation in political life that was near-to- consensus. In fact, the
answer of the overwhelming majority, i.e. 96.02% of respondents, varies between describing
youth participation as “very important” (65.92%) or “important” (30.1%), while a very small
minority sees that youth particiaption in political life is “not important” (3.98%). This
assessment seems to be based on impressions that are not built on a knowledge of the
real fact of youth participation in political life or founded on the confusion of what is

existent with what is desired.

Answer 13: the responses of the interviewed sample to whether the candidates for the
presidential elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem clear. In fact, the
majority of respondents answered with “fairly” (61.1%), whereas 20.45% answered with
“candidates do not meet citizens' expectations”, while a minority of them answers with

“yes” (18.45%). It is evident that the indistinctness of the political scene prevailing in the
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period that preceded the presidental elections had contributed to the questionnaire

results.

Answer 14: as an answer to the question on their intention to participate in the voting in
the presidential elections, an overwhelming majority of 73.88% has expressed its intention
to take part in the voting versus 26.12% who expressed their intention to withhold. We
notice that the proportion of respondents who confirmed their participation in the voting in
presidential elections is less than the proportion of those who confirmed their participation
in the voting in the legislative elections*. However, the real participation rate in
presidential elections was higher than that of legislative elections. We also expect that
some of those who confirmed their participation in the voting in the presidential elections
did not do so because we know that the general participation rate in the district of
Tataouine was not up to the voting intentions declared by interviewees* (rather, it was less
than the national average in the elections’ rounds), especially among the young people who

represent a significant percentage of the questioned sample.

5.2.4.The results of questionning citizens belonging to the elctoral district of
Kebili on presidential elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Kebili on presidential
elections included a sample of 376 people from both sexes, 50.27% are men and 49.73% are
women. Of these, 58.42% are young people under the age of 36 while 19.93% of
respondents are in the 36 to 50 year-old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years

of age, representing 21.65% of respondents.

As for their educational level, about two thirds have university level (64.12%), a very small
proportion did not exceed secondary school education (1.33%) and 2857% have primary
school level. The sample also includes a small percentage of illiterate people (5.98%). The
respondents who belong to urban areas represent a vast majority of about 78.4%, while
rural people account for 21.6% of the sample. The sample also consists of a number of
active categories of citizens in all kinds of economic sectors, representing 45.04 % as well as

non-active citizens who represent 54.96% of respondents. Active citizens in economic

46According to the questionnaire, it is 88.17%.
47 In the first round of the presidential elections, it reached 41.3%, then, it increased to 53.1% in the second round.
48 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 15.12% of the sample, with an estimated 43.97% of

the population aged between 23 and less than 36.
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sectors consist of self-employed (20.11%), public servants (11.53%) and private sector
employees (13.4%). As for the non-active citizens in economic sectors, most of them are job
seekers (23.06%), students (18.5%) as well as housewives (13.4%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (58.64%) stressed that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of presidential elections, while (41.36%) denied that. The respondents, who
admitted that they had heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an information
that aims at raising awareness of the importance of presidential elections, had identified
the type of document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers
revealed that both television and radio stations were, together, the main mass media that
enabled 45.45% of respondents to do so. Social media were second (34.55%) and leaflets

and posters were third (20%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire results revealed that two thirds of the respondents do not
have or lack interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 65.97% of respondents. The
interest in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 32.72% and “little” for 33.25%. On the
contrary, there is a significant interest only for the other third of the respondents (34.03%),

among whom 11.78% describe it as “very good” and 22.25% as “good”.

Answer 3: the reluctance tendency towards public affairs in general and, in particular, to
political issues in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil society or
political parties; 70.94% of respondents revealed that they had never been engaged in

associations, organisations or parties, versus 29.06% who claimed having done that.

Answer 4: concerning democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes from
a proposed list. This will allow us to order these indexes based on the answers in the
overall questioned sample in the state of Kebili. At the top of democracy indexes, we find
the index of respect for civil rights selected by 20.32% of respondents. Second, with a very
slight difference, there is the index of election integrity (20.05%). Third, there is the index of
respect for the state of law and institutions (18.45%). Fourth, we find the index of the multi-
party system (14.44%). Fifth, we find the index of the importance of politcal participation
(10.16%). A very small number of respondents of about 1.6% suggested another index from
outside the list, while 14.98% indicate that they do not know what the most important index
of democracy would be. This answer reflects either a lack of training or confusion regarding

the order of democracy indexes (despite knowing its meaning).
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Answer 5: in the same context,we note that there is a near-consensus that elections are
considered a priciple of democracy (94.86%) versus a narrow minority of respondentsthat
fails to acknowledge that (5.14%). It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in

the secular democratic state or who do not have trust in the electoral process.

Answer 6: on the extent to which the respondentsare aware of the duties of the President
of the Republicthe overwhelming majority (78.46%) answered either with “don’t know”
(28.46%), or that their knowledge of the listed powers is shallow (50%). Only a limited

minority claims having precise knowledge of the President’s duties (21.54%).

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into consideration by the President as a
priority, respondents choose one out of the three priorities from a proposed list,this will
allow us to order these priorities based on the answers of the overall sample questioned in
the state of Kebili. At the top of priorities, there is the priority of concern for national
security selected by (57.07%), then, with a considerable difference, the priority of the
amendment of the Tunisian political system (27.47%), and third, there is the priority of
concern for foreing relations (10.93%). A very small number of respondents of about 4.53%
suggested other priorities from outside the proposed list.Some might be surprised by the
importanceof the percentage of those who make of the amendment of the Tunisian
political system a priority over the priority of concern for foreign affairs which is considered

the most important duty of the President of the Republic.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting one of the candidates for the presidential
elections, respondents choose one of the six motives from a proposed list. This will allow
us to order these motives based on the answers of the overall sample in the state of Kebili.
At the top of motives, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s perceptions in the
field of economy and investment selected by (21.28%). Second, there is the motive of
supporting the candidate’s perceptions in fighting corruption (17.55%). Third, with a slight
difference, there is the motive of defending faith (15.69%), then, with a very slight
difference, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in maintaining
security and stability (15.43%). Fifth, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s
perceptions in the sector of employment (14.63%), and sixth, there is the motive of
defending identity (6.91%). A very small number of respondents of about 851% suggest
other motives from outside the list. These answers seem to be a confirmation of
respondents’ lack of knowledge of the real duties of the President of the Republic since the

motive that is ranked first does not belong to the realm of his duties.
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Answer 9: for the possible connection of some respondents to their favourite candidate for
the presidential elections, the majority of participants in the questionnaire (65%) indicate
that they have no relationship with the candidate. As for those who admit having a
connection to one of the candidates, they choose one of the two possibilities for the nature
of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of these possibilities, and according to
28% of the overall sample, the relationship with the candidate is associated with his
belonging to the interviewee's favourite party. Second, we find that the relationship with
the candidate is associated with his belonging to the same party as the interviewee's (4%).
The other respondents, who represent (3%), admit having a connection with the candidate
but they provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the proposed
list.

Answer 10: regarding the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four options proposed to them. They consider that the Institution of
the Parliament is the most important one (36.81%), then, the Presidency of the Government
(31.04%), third, there is the Judiciary (18.41%), and fourth, there is the Institution of the
Presidency of the Republic(13.74%). By the precedence of the Judiciary over the Presidency
of the Republic Institution, this reflects an underestimation of the status of the Presidency

of the Republic Institution just before the presidential elections.

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Kebili refect a positive and optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 89.72% of respondents, varies between describing women’s participation as
“very important” (68.15%) or “important” (21.57%), while a minority sees women'’s
participation in political life as “not important” (10.28%). This evaluation seems to be based
on impressions that are not built on an understanding of the actual reality of women'’s

participation in political life or founded on confusion between fact and fiction.

Answer 12: the questionnaire results in Kebilireflect a positive and optimistic picture of
youth participation in political life that is near-to-consensus. In fact, the answer of the
overwhelming majority, i.e. 9356% of respondents, varies between describing youth
participation as “very important” (80.28%) or “important” (13.28%), while a very small
minority sees that youth particiaption in political life is “not important” (6.44%). This
assessment seems to be based on impressions that are not built on a knowledge of the
real fact of youth participation in political life or founded on the confusion between fact

and fiction.
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Answer 13: the responses of the interviewed sample to whether the candidates for the
presidential elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem clear. The majority
of respondents answered with “fairly” (51.61%), whereas 35.08% answered with “candidates
do not meet citizens’ expectations”, while a minority of them answers with “yes” (13.31%). It
is evident that the indistinctness of the political scene that prevailed in the period

preceding the presidental elections had contributed to the questionnaire results.

Answer 14: as an answer to the question on their intention to participate in the voting in
the presidential elections, an overwhelming majority of 74.8% has expressed its intention to
participate in the voting versus 25.2% who expressed their intention to withhold. We notice
that the proportion of respondents who confirmed their participation in the voting in
presidential elections is less than the proportion of those who confirmed their participation
in the voting in the legislative elections*®. However, the real participation rate in
presidential elections was actually higher than that of legislative elections. We also expect
that some of those who confirmed their participation in the voting in the presidential
elections withheld because we know that the general participation rate in the district of
Kebili was not up to the voting intentions declared by interviewees® (rather, it was less
than the national average in the elections’ rounds), especially among the young people who

represent a significant percentage of the questioned sample.

5.2.5.The results of questionning citizens belonging to the elctoral district of
Tozeur on presidential elections

The questioning of citizens belonging to the electoral district of Tozeur on presidential
elections included a sample of 487 people from both sexes, 62.63% are men and 37.37% are
women. Of these, 50.11% are young people under the age of 36, while 34.57% of
respondents are in the 36 to 50 year-old age group. The rest of the sample is over 50 years

of age, representing 15.32% of respondents.

Concerning their educational level, we notice that 37.08% have university level, 10.74% have
secondary school level, and 47.57% have primary school level. The sample also includes a

very small percentage of illiterate people (4.61%). The overwhelming majority of

49According to the questionnaire, it is 88.16%.
50 In the first round of the presidential elections, it reached 57.9%, then, it increased to 66.3% in the second round.
51 The sample includes a proportion of young people aged between 18 and 22, representing 10.07% of the sample, with an estimated 40.04% of

the population aged between 23 and less than 36.
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respondents belongs to urban areas 95.65%, while rural people account for 435% of the
sample. The sample also consists of a number of active categories of citizens in all kinds of
economic sectors, representing 59.67 % as well as non-active citizens who represent 40.33%
of respondents. Active citizens in economic sectors consist of self-employed (26.75%), public
servants (16.87%) and private sector employees (16.05%). As for the non-active citizens in
economic sectors, most of them are job seekers (21.82%), students (6.58%) as well as

housewives (11.93%).

Answer 1: the majority of respondents (85.08%) emphasized that they had heard or seen an
awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims at raising awareness of the
importance of presidential elections, while (14.92%) denied that. The respondents, who
admitted having heard or seen an awareness-raising flash or read an information that aims
at raising awareness of the importance of presidential elections, had identified the type of
document or the mass medium that enabled them to do so. The answers revealed that
television was the main mass medium that enabled more than half of repondents (60.77%)
to do so. With a considerable difference, social media were second (35.05%), radio stations
were third with a very important difference (3.86%) and, with a very small proportion,
leaflets were fourth (0.32%).

Answer 2: the questionnaire results revealed a general tendency towards the prevalence of
the lack interest in political affairs in Tunisia, including 68.97% of respondents. The interest
in political affairs is “entirely absent” for 30.43% and “little” for 38.54%. On the contrary,
there is a significant interest only for one third of the respondents among whom 8.72%

describe it as “very good” and 22.31% as “good”.

Answer 3: the tendency of reluctance towards public affairs in general and, in particular, to
political issues in Tunisia is confirmed through the indicator of belonging to civil society or
political parties; 79.92% of respondents revealed that they had never been engaged in

associations, organisations or parties, while 20.08% claimed having done that.

Answer 4: as for democracy indexes, respondents choose one of the five indexes from a
proposed list. This will allow us to order these indexes based on the answers in the overall
questioned sample in the state of Tozeur. At the top of democracy indexes, we find the
index of the multi-party system selected by 23.45% of interviewees.Second, with a very
slight difference, there is the index of election integrity (22.41%). Third, there is the index of
political participation (15.93%). Fourth, the index of respect for the state of law and
institutions (15.15%), and fifth, thee is the index of respect for civil rights (14.38%). A very
small number of respondents of about 0.78% suggested another index from outside the list,
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while 7.9% indicate that they do not know what the most important index of democracy
would be. This answer reflects either a lack of training or confusion regarding the order of

democracy indexes (despite knowing its meaning).

Answer 5: in the same vein,we note that there is a near-consensus that elections are
considered a principle of democracy (90.9%) versus a narrow minority of respondentsthat
fails to acknowledge that (9.1%). It is likely that they are from those who do not believe in

the secular democratic state or who do not have confidence in the electoral process.

Answer 6: on the extent to which the respondentsare aware of the duties of the President
of the Republic,the overwhelming majority (83.83%) answered either with “don’t know”
(3434%), or that their knowledge of the listed powers is shallow (49.49%). Only a limited

minority claims having precise knowledge of the President’s duties (16.17%).

Answer 7: onthe areas that should be taken into account as a priority, respondents choose
one out of the three priorities from a proposed list. This will allow us to order these
priorities based on the answers of the overall sample questioned in the state of Tozeur. At
the top of priorities, there is the priority of concern for national security selected by (62.5%),
then, with a considerable difference, the priority of the amendment of the Tunisian political
system (23.79%), and third, there is the priority of concern for foreing relations (10.48%). A
very small number of respondents of about 3.23% suggested other priorities from outside
the proposed listSome might be surprised by the importanceof the percentage of those
who make of the amendment of the Tunisian political system a priority issue and give it
precedence over the most important authority of the President of the Republic, that is

administering foreign affairs.

Answer 8: about the main motive for supporting one of the candidates for the presidential
elections, respondents choose one of the six motives from a proposed list. This will allow
us to order these motives based on the answers of the overall sample in the state of
Tozeur. At the top of motives, there is the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in
maintaining security and stability selected by 34.34% od respondents. Second, there is the
motive of supporting the candidate’s program in the sector of employment (15.96%). Then,
the the motive of defending faith (14.14%), and, fourth, there are the motives of supporting
the candidate’s perceptions in fighting corruption and the motive of supporting the
candidate’s program in the area of improving the performance of the economy and
investment (13.94%). Sixth, there is the motive of defending faith (3.03%). A very small
number of respondents, accounting ofr 4.65%, suggest other motives from outside the list.
From the questionnaire results, it is clear that there is a partial understanding of the duties
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of the President of the Republic since the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in
the field of maintaining security and stability is ranked first only for one third of the

interviewees.

Answer 9: for the possible connection of some respondents to their favourite candidate for
the presidential elections, the majority of participants in the questionnaire (76.89%)
indicate that they have no relationship with the candidate. As for those who admit having a
connection to one of the candidates, they choose one of the two possibilities for the nature
of the relationship proposed to them. At the top of these possibilities, and according to
17.02% of the overall sample, the relationship with the candidate is associated with his
belonging to the interviewee's favourite party. Second, we find that the relationship with
the candidate is associated with his belonging to the same party as the interviewee’s
(3.36%). The other respondents, who represent (2.73%), admit having a connection with the
candidate but they provided answers about the nature of the relationship from outside the

proposed list.

Answer 10: regarding the manifestation and evaluation of the main State Institutions,
respondents have provided an answer to what they consider the most important institution
in the State out of the four options proposed to them. They consider that the Institution of
the Presidency of the Government is the most important one (33.47%), then, the Parliament
(23.27%), third, and with the same percentage, there are both the Judiciary and
thePresidency of the Republic (21.63%). We can be surprised by palcing the Judiciary on
equal footing with the Presidency of the Republic Institution although it does not have a
democratic legitimacy and that its authorities are not as effective as the impact of both

heads of the executive power.

Answer 11: the questionnaire results in Tozeur refect a positive and optimistic picture and
evaluation of women’s participation in political life. The answer of the overwhelming
majority, i.e. 89.72% of respondents, varies between describing women’s participation as
“very important” (68.15%) or “important” (21.57%), while a minority sees women’s
participation in political life as “not important” (10.28%). This evaluation seems to be unreal
and does not reflect a true understanding of women'’s participation in political life. It is

likely that it is the result of a confusion between fact and fiction.

Answer 12: the results of the questionnaire in Tozeuralso reflect a positive and optimistic
picture of youth participation in political life that isnear-to-consensus. In fact, the answer
of the overwhelming majority, i.e. 93.56% of respondents, ranges between describing youth
participation as “very important” (80.28%) or “important” (13.28%), while a very small
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minority sees that youth particiaption in political life is “not important” (6.44%). This
assessment seems to be impressionisticand does not reflect an awareness of the real fact
of youth participation in political life, or it is founded on the confusion between fact and

fiction.

Answer 13: the responses of the interviewed sample to whether the candidates for the
presidential elections in Tunisia meet citizens’ expectations do not seem clear. The majority
of respondents answered with “fairly” (51.61%), whereas 35.08% answered with “candidates
do not meet citizens’ expectations”, while a minority of them answers with “yes” (13.31%). It
is evident that the indistinctness of the political scene that prevailed in the period

preceding the presidental elections had contributed to the results of the questionnaire.

Answer 14: as an answer to the question on their intention to participate in the voting in
the presidential elections, an overwhelming majority of 74.8% has expressed its intention to
participate in the voting versus 25.2% who expressed their intention to withhold. We notice
that the proportion of respondents who confirmed their participation in the voting in
presidential elections is less than the proportion of those who confirmed their participation
in the voting in the legislative elections®. However, the real participation rate in
presidential elections was actually higher than that of legislative elections. We also expect
that some of those who confirmed their participation in the voting in the presidential
elections withheld because we know that the general participation rate in the district of
Tozeur was not up to the voting intentions declared by interviewees®, especially among the

young people who represent a significant percentage of the questioned sample.

6. Adopted methodology

This report has adopted the analytic approach principle, enabling us to deal with the
fruitful data provided by the extensive data included in the results of the two
questionnaires. In adopting this approach, we have interpreted the results, critisized the
content of some of them and have drawn some of the recommendations contained at the
end of this report. A limited quantitative approach has also been adopted especially in the
data analysis and ratios calculation and comparison. We have also resorted to the
comparative approach, which depends on comparison in the study of phenomenon where

the similarities and differences between two or more phenomena are shown. The

52According to the questionnaire, it is 82.48%.

53 In the first round of the presidential elections, it reached 46.8%, then, it increased to 56.8% in the second round.
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researcher depends on a number of steps to reach the scientific truth about the studied
phenomenon. This approach is relatively adopted in the present report in the context of
comparisons with other situations in previous elections prior to the ones under study, or
between the five governorates under consideration, or between Tunisian geographical

regions other than the region of the south concerned by this research.

7. Findings and Interpretations

7.1. The role of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)
and the extent of its success in voter registartion and educational
awareness campaigns

7.1.1. The extent of success of the Independent High Authority for the Elections
(ISIE) in the registartion of new voters

The Independent High Authority for Elections (ISIE) has succeeded in voters’ registration
campaigns throughout the country since it was able to register one million and 400
thousand new voters. This has made the total number of voters rise in the five
governorates under study: in Gabes, their number has become 230674, of whom 114022 are
men, representing 49.43%, and 116652 are women representing 50.57%, with the young
people of the 18 to 25-year-olds represent 14.75% of the electorate®, while the 26-45 age
group represents the largest percentage in the governorate of Gabes, accounting for
43.96%%. In contrast, the 45-60 age group represents 20.03% of the constituency’s voters®,

while the group over years of age represent 17.26%"".

As for the governorate of Mednine, the new voters’ number has become 290480 of whom
149809 are males, representing 51.57%, and 140671 are females, representing 48.43%. Young
people who belong to 18 to 25-year-age group account for 15.16% of the electorate®, while
the 26 to 45 age group represents the largest percentage of the elctorate in the stae of
Mednine, accounting for 46.46%*. In contrast, the age range 45 to 60 years represents

22.59% of the constituency’s elctorate®, while those who are over 6 years represent 15.79%°".

54 Their total number is 34034, divided into 17197 females and 16837 males.
55 Their total number is 101402, divided into 54564 females and 46838 males
56 Their total number is 55424, divided into 27070 females and 28354 males.
57 Their total number is 39814, divided into 17821 females and 21993 males.
58 Their total number is 44043, divided into 22496 females and 21547 males.
59 Their total number is 134961, divided into 64652 females and 70309 males.

60 Their total number is 65633, divided into 35161 females and 30472 males.
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In thegovernorate of Tataouine, the total number of voters registered in the electoral roll
has become 88264 of whom 44584 are males, representing 50.51%, and 43680 females,
representing 49.49%, with young people who belong to 18 to 25 age group represent 16.10%
of the electorate®, while the age group 26 to 45 is the largest percentage of voters in the
governorate of Mednine, accounting for 47.91%%. In contrast, the 45-60 year-olds represent
20.32% of the constituency’'s electorate®, while those who are over 60 years of age
represent 15.67%°.

As for the governorate of Kebili, the number of registered voters has become 104271 of
whom 49522 are males, representing 47.49%, and 54749 are females, representing 52.51%,
with young people in the 18-25 age group represent 12.86% of the electorate®, while the 26-
45 age group represents the largest percentage of voters in the governorate of Kebili,
accounting for 48.15%%. In contrast, the 45-60 age group represents 22.15% of the

constituency’s voters®, while the group over 60 years of age represents 16.84%".

In the governorate of Tozeur, the number of voters registered in the electoral register has
become 75579, of whom 36388 are males, respresenting 48.15%, and 39191 are females,
respresenting 51.85%, with young people in the 18-25 year-age group represent 15.28% of
the electorate”, while the range 26 to 45 year-olds represents the largest percentage of
voters in thegovernorate of Kebili, accounting for 45.3%". In contrast, the 45-60 age group
represents 24.28% of the constituency’s voters™ while the group over 60 years of age

represents 15.14%”.

We can recognize that the success of voter registration campaigns reflects a great effort
and good governance based on direct and effective targeting of some social groups where

registration rate was not high such as senior school pupils and university students as

61 Their total number is 45843, divided into 27500 females and 18343 males
62 Their total number is 14211, divided into 7122 females and 7089 males.
63 Their total number is 42285, divided into 22367 females and 19918 males.
64 Their total number is 17938, divided into 8620 females and 9318 males.
65 Their total number is 13830, divided into 5571 females and 8259 males.
66 Their total number is 13407, divided into 7043 females and 6364 males.
67 Their total number is 50211, divided into 27197 females and 23014 males.
68 Their total number is 23097, divided into 11969 females and 11128 males.
69 Their total number is 17556, divided into 8540 females and 9016 males.
70 Their total number is 11551, divided into 5861 females and 5690 males.
71 Their total number is 34238, divided into 18101 females and 16137 males.
72 Their total number is 18347, divided into 9403 females and 8944 males.

73 Their total number is 11443, divided into 5826 females and 5617 males.
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registration agents were directed, for instance, to college campuses, institutes and
university residences. The use of adequate material and human resources has contributed
to the success of the registration of about 1.5 million new voters. However, this success
remains relative with the number of Tunisians over 18 years of age who are not registered
on the electoral register, varying between 1.5 and two million, including a great number of
Tunisians living abroad as well as a significant number of rural women who do not have

national identity cards.

7.1.2. The extent of success of the Independent High Authority for the Elections
(ISIE) in educational awareness campaigns

Contrary to the success of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) in voter
registration campaigns throughout the country, voter education campaigns have not been
up to the required level. The campaigns in question were neither as intense nor as efficient
as they were, nor had enough material resources, which did not help voters understand the
delicate nature of the elected powers’ authorities as reflected in the answers of a
significant proportion of voters. The campaigns did not sufficiently and effectively motivate
a great number of registered voters to participate in one or the three days of voting that

were organized in Tunisia in 2079.

7.2. The degree of interest in political affairs among respondents

(especially youth and women) in the five southern governorates
In the context of accomplishing the questionnaire on legislative elctions, 6975 people were
interviewed in the five governorates, of whom 3486 were female (representing 49.98%), with
young people under the age of 36 represent 56.1%, i.e. 3913 young men and women. In all
governorates, we noticed the pevalence of absence or lack of political interest among all
respondents including females and young people. This absence or lack of interest varies
between about two thirds and half of the respondents, reaching its peak in Tozeur 64.99%
and its bottom in Kebili 51.71%, with varying rates that indicated its lack of interest in
political affairs with the highest in Tozeur 28.83% and its lowest in Kebili 16.49%. This
tendency of reluctance towards public affairs in general and, in particular, to political
affairs especially in Tunisia is confirmed by the index of belonging to civil society or
political parties, as percentages ranging between more than three fourths and four fifths of
respondents that they have never been engaged in associations, organizations or parties

with reluctance reaching its highest in Tozeur (83.68%) and its lowest in Tataouine (76.05%).

As for the context of completing the questionnaire on presidential elections, the same

tendencies are confirmed with some differences; 2871 people were interviewed in the five
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governorates, of whom 1235 were females representing 43.02%, with young people under
the age of 36 years account for 56.1%, i.e. 1611 young men and women. We noted that in all
governorates there was a prevalence of absence or lack of political interest among all
respondents including females and young people. The absence and lack of interest in
political affairs have dominated about two thirds of respondents in four out of
fivegovernorates, reaching its highest in Tataouine 70.72%%, and its lowest in Mednine
58.93% with varying percentages that confirmed a lack of interest in political affairs with its
highest in Kebili 32.72%, and its lowest in Mednine 21.91%. This reluctance tendency towards
public affairs in general and, in particular, to political affairs especially in Tunisia is
confirmed by the index of belonging to civil society or political parties, with percentages of
about four fifths of respondents in fourgovernorates who have not been engaged in
associations, organizations or parties with reluctance reaching its highest in Gabes (81.69%)

and its lowest in Kebili (70.94%).

7.3. The underlying causes for the low political interest rates in the

country’s economic and social situation and their relation to the

satisfaction rates associated with political status
The prevalence of the absence or lack of interest in political affairs for a wide section of
respondents does not come as a surprise nor is it specific to females or young people in
the five southerngovernorates. To some extent, it is @ common denominator for these two
categories throughout the country, and here, we must mention structural reasons linked to
the poor performance of the educational system in the field of civic education, a system
whose programs and pedagogical mechanisms have not changed since the era of
dictatorship. This makes its unable to establish a strong culture of citizenship in the
Tunisian society, especially among Tunisian youth. Despite the dynamism of several civil
society organizations and their endeavour to make up for this shortcoming, their capacity
for training and awareness-raising remains quantitatively limited, as it cannot effectively
spread citizens’ awareness for a wide range of Tunisians who need it. Very often, it happens
that training is directed to participants with a sufficient degree of interest in public affairs,
which does not lead to an effective expansion of NGOs in large segments of society.
Nevertheless, this issue seems to be relatively worsening in the southern governorates
especially with the relative limited number of civil society organizations active in the field
of citizen awareness and inspiration to engage in public affairs. Had it not been for vertical
parity that imposes half-female candidates, they would have been less in the five

southerngovernorates. It is worth recalling that the number of lists headed by women in
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the five electoral districts during the 2019 legislative elections dod not exceed twelve lists

out of 175 lists™.

Perhaps, we can consider that the most significant underlying reasons for these low rates
with regard to the economic and social status of the country are linked to the loss of hope
among a wide range of young people to emerge from marginalization, which makes a part
of them think and strive for irregular immigration that leads some to death or detention.
Part of desperate young people also find refuge in drug abuse or religious extremism,
which leads some to join local” or international terrorist activity by travelling to what some
call hotbeds of tension. The main problem is that Tunisian young people, especially the
unemployed, participated in the revolution to demand employment and development, and
that politicians promised them during the electoral campaign that preceded the elections
of the National Constituent Assembly held on 23 October 2011. The Islamic Al-Nahdha
Movement won and formed the “troika” government but it has not kept up to its promises
of responding to demands for employment and development. At best, it has expanded the
utilization of fragile operating mechanisms, which have resulted in, most of the time,
limited and temporary hiring for fictitious jobs’. Besides, the employment and recruitement
effort for posts in the public service was selective since it essentially included the
beneficiaries of the general legislative amnesty” through adopting an exceptional text’®. As
a result of the “troika” government failure to respond to voters’ expectations especially
young people and women, the dominant majority in 2012 and 2013 was punished by what
was called the meaningful vote for the benefit of a moderate modernist party, Call of
Tunisia (Nidaa Tounes), by enabling it to be the first parliamentary party with 86 seats, i.e.

40% of the elected council's overall seats on 26 October 2014.

74 Of these, 163 lists are headed by men, i.e. only 6.8% of the lists are headed by women versus 93.2% headed by men.

75 We should not forget that the most terrorist act in the history of Tunisia took place in Benguerden in the governorate of Mednine on 7 March
20716 (and came to an end on 10 March). The so-called Islamic State Organization (ISIS) targeted the establishment of an emirate in the city, but
the Tunisian armed forces, with the support of the security forces, had effectively thwarted the terrorist plot.

76 According to an official study carried out by the Tunisian Institute for Strategic Studies of the Presidency of the Republic, the number of
handling and urban workers and mechanism 16 employees hired after 2012 reached about 54 thousand persons.

77 Adopted by the decree No. 1-2011 of 19 February 2011 related to general amnesty, issued by the Official Gazette No.12 of 2011, published on 22
February 2011.

78 According to a study carried out by the Tunisian Institute for Strategic Studies of the Presidency of the Republic, the number of general
amnesty beneficiaries who were randomly hired in the public sector, without conducting interviews based on the enforcement of the Law No.4-
2012 of 22 June 2012 related to exceptional provisions for recruitment in the public sector (issued by the Official Gazette No.50 of 2012 published

on 26 June 2012), reached 6839 persons.
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However, despite its dominance on the three presidencies”, it failed to respond to voters’
expectations. This party’s failure to rule may be due, inter alia, to the accuracy and difficulty
of the public finance inherited from previous periods, which forced it to submit to the IMF
dictates which forced it to adopt austerity policies to reduce all state expenses at the top of
which were hiring expenses. As a result, the Prime Minister was forced to freeze
recruitements even the necessary ones, in addition to imprtant internal factors such as the
inability of Call of Tunisia Party (Nidaa Tounes) to ensure internal governance, which
resulted in a variety of defections and resignations; the number of its parliamentary bloc
collapsed from 86 to 26 deputies at the end of the parliamentary term, in addition to the
party’'s governmental alliance with Al-Nahda Movement, which was rejected by most of the

party’s electors.

In sum, many of the young people, especially females from all over the country, and may be
from the south (where the rate of those who have continued to trust Al-Nahda Movement in
the 2014 elections was higher than all regions of the country) have seen that the “relative”
rotation in power had not led to the required results. This means that politicians, with their
different orientations, cannot be trusted , especially that the economic and social situation
has deteriorated due to the sharp rise in prices that has led to a great deterioration in the
purchasing power of most Tunisians in recent years. This is why the absence or limitation of
interest in public affairs among youth of both sexes has doubled; the lack of hope

inevitably leads to dismay.

7.4. The extent to which respondents from women and youth categories

are involved in local issues and concerns
The indicators from the survey results do not allow for an approriate gauge of the extent to
which respondents are involved especially among the two categories of women and young
people in local issues and concerns. In this respect, the index of belonging to civil society
organizationsor political parties seems to be the most significant index that the
questionnaire will give us, as belonging to parties leads in one way or another to the
involvement in local issues and concerns. If it comes to power parties, they can be involved
by assigning party structures in certain types of activities or by supporting party

representatives within municipal councils for municipal advisors , mayors or deputies for

79 The Presidency of the Republic, the Presidency of the Government and the Presidency of the Assembly of People’s Representatives
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the regional councils inherited from the old system®. Even belonging to opposition parties
would allow to take part in local issues and concerns because the opposition in the time of
transparency and freedom of expression is able to counter inappropriate decisions and to
expose the use or excessive use of power. Belonging to civil society can mean belonging to
trade unions, associations or both at the same time, which means civil work, lobbying and
suggestion power, giving them effectiveness on the ground and significant participation in
local issuesd concerns. The answer to the question on whether or not to join associations,
organizations or parties is important in this context, especially that as part of the
completion of the questionnaire on legislative elections, 6975 persons were interviewed in
the five governorates, including 3486 females (representing 49.98%) with young people
under 36 years of age represent 56.1% that is about 3913 young men and women. The
answer seems to be a symptom of the lack of involvement in local issues and concerns as a
percentage of respondents ranging between the highest 83.68% in Tozeur and the lowest
76.05% in Tataouine, stated that they have never been involved in associations,
organizations or parties, in return for ratios less than a quarter of respondents in all cases
positively answered the question, with the highest 23.95% in Tataouine and the lowest

16.32% in Tozeur®'.

This demonstrates a great reluctance to take part in local issues and concerns. However,
two questions were mentioned in the questionnaire the answer to which might in theory be
useful on the issue of the extent to which young people and women are involved in local
issues and concerns. Regarding the question on how interviewees consider women'’s
participation in political life, which logically means participation in local issues and
concerns, the answers were close in the five governorates where the overwhelming
majority’s response was to describe women’s participation as “very important” or
“important”, with a maximum in Tozeur (92.61%)* and minimum in Mednine (88.58%)%, while

the ratios in the other three governorates were average between these two ratios®.

80 Established by the 1989 Law on regional councils, pending the activation of the regional councils provided for in Part VIl of the Constitution
and organized by Local Community Journal published in 2018.

81 The proportion of respondents who had previously been involved in associations, organizations or parties was 21.55% in Gabes, 18.58% in
Mednine, and 22.4% in Kebili.

82 Divided between those who describe women’s participation as very important (54.09%) and who consider it important (38.52%).

83 Divided between those who describe women’s participation as very important (45.12%) and who consider it important (43.46%).

84 In Gabes, the answer of the overwhelming majority (89.36%) was approved to describe women’s participation as very important (52.18%) or

important (37.21%).
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The interviewees' responses to the question on how they consider the participation of
young people in political life, which logically means participation in local issues and
concerns, heavily stress that the said participation is of minimal importance for 98.03% in
Kebili®, which is the maximum ratio, anf for 96.35% in Tataouine®, which the lowest ratio,
while the ratios in the other three governorates were average between these two high
ratios®. In both cases, the assessment of women and young people’s participation seems
not to be in conformity with reality, but rather is based on impressions that do not reflect
an awareness of the actual fact of participation of young people or women in political life,
especially the local one. It is likely that the high rates recorded are the result of the way the
question is understood, as it was understood to mean the way things should be.
Respondents consider that the participation of young people and women is an important
issue or of an extreme importance, and this, undoubtedly, suggests confusion of what is
meant by the question on what is on the ground with what is longed for or what the
situation should be, according to respondents’ reading. Consequently, the objective data
provided by the responses to the questionnaire are insufficient to have an answer that can
be trusted about the participation of women and young people in local issues and

concerns.

7.5. The extent to which the elections can contribute to a positive and

better change in Tunisia's current situation
The indicators from the survey results allow a relative measurement of the extent to which
respondents believe that elections can lead to positive changes that improve the current
situation in Tunisia. The first indicator is represented in the attitude towards elections and
how they are considered a principle of democracy. At this lecvel, the results are clear as the
proportion of respondents who are in favour of this attitude is close to consensus with
(94.86%) in Kebili, but this ratio gets far from unanimous in Tataouine with about (87.36%),

while the ratios in the other three governorates are average between these

85 Divided between those who describe young people’s participation as very important (74.15%) and who consider it important (23.88%).
86 Divided between those who describe young people’s participation as very important (60.64%) and who consider it important (35.71%).
87In Gabes, the answer of the overwhelming majority (96.5%) was approved to describe young people’s participation as very important (24.18%)

or important (72.63%).
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twogovernorates®. These results can be read as potentially internalizing a feeling among
the overwhelming majority that elections as a basic democratic mechanism can contribute
to changing conditions the way voters may want, but we should not ignore a minority
whose low rates range between a (5.14%) in Kebili and (12.64%) in Tataouine of those who
consider elections not a principle of democracy; this is annoying as these are likely to be
among those who do not believe in the democratic civil state or at best those who do not
trust the electoral process and are considered to be governed by some parties. Thus, this
minority logically believes that elections cannot bring about positive changes that will

improve the current situation in Tunisia.

However, this indicator is not enough as changing the situation is not only associated with
organizing and participating in elections, it is rather linked to the quality of candidates at
the levels of programs and qualification. Here, things change: asking interviewees in the two
questionnaires on whether candiadtes for legislative and presidential elections in Tunisia
live up to citizens’ expectations, we find only a ratio ranging between a quarter and one
eighth of respondents who are confident that they are up to citizens’ expectations with a
maximum (25.52%) in tozeur and a minimum (19.71%) in Mednine among respondents on
legislative elections®, while the highest rate (22.29%) is in Gabes and the lowest (5.12%) in
Kebili among respondents on presidential elections®. Most of the respondents who said
that candidates somehow live up to citizens’ expectations are hesitant as the ratios range
between about one half (47.8%) in Tozeur to about two thirds (64.64%) in Kebili among
respondents on candidates for legislative elections, while ratios vary between about one
half (51.61%) in Tozeur to about three fifths (61.1%) in Tataouine among respondents on
candidates for presidential elections. Therefore, we can draw from the limited level of
confidence in the candidates’ ability to achieve a negative impact on the possibility that
elections will bring about positive changes that will lead to an improvement in the current
situation in Tunisia, especially with the difficulties in public finance and the delay in
achieving reforms in most field. This is undoubtedly one of the main factors that

contributed to the low participation rate, especially in the legisative elections.

88 The percentage of those who consider elections to be a principle of democracy is (94.07%) in Gabes, (92.65%) in Mednine and (90.90%) in
Tozeur.
89 While the ratios were (21.23%) in Gabes, (22.08%) in Tataouine, and (22.56%) in Kebili.

90 While the ratios were (19.05%) in Mednine, (18.45%) in Tataouine, and (13.31%) in Tozeur.
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7.6. Respondents’ attitudes on their support for the adoption of

legislation to enable youth to make decisions
In its eighth chapter, the Constitution stressed the importance of the role of youth, and
considered them an effective force in nation-building. It held the State responsible for
creating the conditions for promoting the capacity of young people, activating their
potentials, taking measures to make them responsible, and expanding their contribution to
social, economic, cultural and political development. This is precisely where the issue of
supporting the adoption of draft laws that would enable young people to take decisions is

included.

We see a significant positive reaction from the components of the questioned sample that
was close to consensus in all governorates ranging from a maximum rate of 95.24% in
Gabes and the lowest rate of about 91.07% in Tataouine®. At least, three factors have
contributed to this result; the first is the presence of a trend in public opinion saying that it
Is necessary to give young people a chance by integrating them in public affairs, especially
as they consider that young people were the engine of the revolutionary course (2010-2011).
The second is the predominant discourse of the authority and of candidates from most
parties and independents that they are repeating to the public. As for the third factor,
which is as effective as the recorded ratios, it is the importance of the role of young people
among the questioned sample as the questionnaire on legislative elections carried out with
6975 persons was directed to a significant proportion of young people less than 36 years of
age, representing 56.1%. This, undoubtedly, created a personal motive in this category for

the adoption of laws that will strengthen the role of youth.

7.7. Respondents’ attitudes to support the legal status of women by

adopting legislation that enshrines the principle of gender equality
Respondents’ attitudes towards supporting women'’s legal status by adopting legislation
that enshrines the principle of gender equality reflect the conservative nature of voters in
the five governorates. The status of Tunisian women is, according to most observers, the
best in the Arab World especially as their legal status is regulated by an important text that
is consensual by most Tunisians, i.e. The Personal Status Code (13 August 1956), in addition

to the internal legal texts the last of which is the Basic Law issued on 11 August 2017 on the

91 The proportion of advocates for the adoption of draft laws that would enable youth to make decisions was 93.02% in Mednine, 94.29% in

Kebili and 92.79% in Tozeur.
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elimination of violence against women®and all the related international treaties that were
ratified, the most important of which is the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Despite that, several studies and realities on the
ground demonstrate that the available legal texts have not succeeded in enshrining gender
equality. Therefore, the Constitution enshrined in chapter 46 the parity principle and the
emphasis of jurists on the adoption of draft laws that would consolidate gender equality.
Upon asking the interviewed sample about the support for bills that would enshrine the
principle of gender equality, the conservatism of a wide range of respondents emerged, as
the ratio of opponents to this issue varied between the majority of respondents in
Tataouine with 53.18% and more than one third of respondents in Kebili with about 38.15%.
These disturbing rates, the maximum of which is in Tataouine, can be explained by the
sympathy of the majority of voters in the governorate in question with the Islamist political
currents. This made them give three seats out of four in the legislative elections to the
Islamists of Al-Nahda Movement and the Dignity Coalition(Itilaf Alkarama), in addition to
the vote of about half of the electors in the mentioned governorate for the candidates of
Al-Nahda and the Dignity Coalition(ltilaf Alkarama)in the first round of the presidential
elections™. A wide range of those who belong to these political parties with an Islamist
orientation have confessed their severe opposition to the adoption of gender equality
principle in inheritance, which is particularly notable through the declarations of several
candidates from Al-Nahda Movement and Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama) as well as
through the protest rallies in 2018 against the recommendations of the Individual Liberties
and Equality Commission®of adopting gender equality in inheritance. The negative
response of the interviewees to the idea of supporting the adoption of legislation that
enshrines the principle of gender equality appears to be due to its reduced consideration
in the question of gender equality in inheritance. We do not rule out that some of them will

support gender equality legislation that does not affect the issue of equal inheritance. In all

92 The Basic Law N0.58-2017 of 11 August 2017 is concerned with the elimination of violence against women, the Official Gazette of the Republic
of Tunisia issued on 15 august 2017.

93 While the proportion of opponents to support bills that would enshrine the principle of gender equality reached 44.86% in Gabes, 40.80% in
Mednine, and 38.88% in Tozeur.

94 They are Mr. Abdufatteh Mourou for Al-Nahda and Mr. Saif-al-Din Makhlouf for the Dignity Coalition(ltilaf Alkarama)

95 It was created by the late President of the Republic Beji Caied Essebssi on August 13, 2017. It was mandated to prepare a report on legislative
reforms on individual freedoms and equality in accordance with the Constitution issued on January 27, 2014 and international standards for
human rights. The Commission presented its final report to the President of the Republic Beji Caied Essebssi on June 8, 2018, consisting of 233

pages divided into two parts in addition to an introduction, which is a social and religious approach.
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cases, however, the result of the questionnaire on this issue remains a matter of concern
and even trouble about the failure to adopt a number of provisions of the Constitution,
especially those related to the principle of equality that is enshrined in chapter 21 and the
provisions of chapter 46, of these are the State's commitment to protect women’s acquired

rights, to support their gains and to promote their development.

7.8. The extent to which the target groups understand the nature of the

Tunisian political system
The questionnaire on legislative elections included a question the answer to which could
highlight an understanding of the nature of the Tunisian political system. The respondents
provided an answer to what they considered the most important State institution among
the four most important ones in the country proposed to them; they are the Presidency of
the Government, the Assembly of People’s Representatives, the Presidency of the Republic
as well as the Judiciary. The order presented by a relative majority of respondents has
demonstrated a sound understanding of the Tunisian political system in some

governorates and a lack of clarity in some others.

In the governorates of Gabes, Mednine and Tozeur, for instance, the proposed order from
the sample included in the questionnaire is in line with the nature described by jurists as
semi-parliamentary or semi-presidential. They consider the Presidency of the Government
Institution the most important among the main State Institutions, the Assembly of People’s
Representatives is second, the Presidency of the Republic is third and the Judiciary is
fourth. However, we can notice a discrepancy in the assigned ratios of the Judiciary which is
not considered an integral component of the Tunisian political system; the ratio of the
respondents who considered it the most important institution in the State reached (20.03%)

in Tozeur, while it is only (14.22%) in Mednine.

In contrast, through a synthesis reading of the questionnaire results of legislative elections
in the governorates of Tataouine and Kebili, we note that respondents’ understanding of
the Tunisian political system is inaccurate as a limited ratio of respondents in the
governorate of Tataouine (20.35%) consider the Presidency of the Government as the most
important in the State. This makes it third on the scale of importance lagging far behind the
institution of the Presidency of the Republic (32.78%). In the governorate of Kebili, a relative
majority, of about one third of the respondents, considered the Assembly of People’s
Representatives as the most important institution among the main State Institutions
(33.95%), of these, one quarter (24.22%) ranked the Presidency of the Government in second

place.
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As for the questionnaire on presidential elections, it included the same question the
answer to which can highlight an understanding of the nature of the Tunisian political
system. The respondents provided an answer to what they consider the most important
State Institution among the four main institutions proposed to them: the Presidency of the
Government, the Assembly of People’s Representatives, the Presidency of the Republic as
well as the Judiciary. The arrangement presented by a relative majority of respondents has
demonstrated a sound understanding of the Tunisian political system in some

governorates and a lack of clarity in some others.

In the governorates of Mednine and Tozeur, for instance, the proposed order from the
sample included in the questionnaire is consistent with the nature described by jurists as
semi-parliamentary or semi-presidential. They consider the Presidency of the Government
Institution the most important among the main State Institutions, the Assembly of People’s
Representatives is second, the Presidency of the Republic is third and the Judiciary is
fourth. However, we can notice a discrepancy in the assigned ratios of the Judiciary which is
not considered a key component of the Tunisian political system; in Tozeur, the rate of the
respondents who considered it the most important State Institution reached (21.63%), which
made it equal to the institution of the Presidency of the Republic, while it was only (12.9%)

in Mednine.

In contrast, through a synthesis reading of the questionnaire results of legislative elections
in the governorates of Gabes, Tataouine and Kebili, we note that respondents’
understanding of the Tunisian political system is imprecise as a limited ratio of
respondents in the three governorates consider the Presidency of the Republic as the most
important in the State. This makes it at the bottom of the scale of importance lagging
behind the Judiciary®. In the governorate of Kebili, a relative majority, of more than one
third of the respondents, considered the Assembly of People’s Representatives as the most
important institution among the main State Institutions (37%), of these, one third (31%)
ranked the Presidency of the Government in second place. Besides, the respondents in the
governorates of Tataouine and Kebili consider the Assembly of People’s Representatives to
be the most important of the four proposed institutions before the Presidency of the

Government Institution. The difference between the two institutions is large in Tataouine as

96 Only (18.74%) of the respondents in Gabes consider that the Institution of the Presidency of the Republic is the most important in the State.

The ratio goes down to (18.42%) in Tataouine and (13.74%) in Tozeur.
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the ratio of those who favor the Assembly of People’s Representatives reached (35.07%)

versus (25.37%) for the Presidency of the Government Institution.

We note differences in the results of the two questionnaires regarding the respondents’

understanding of the nature of the Tunisian political system.

7.9. The extent to which target groups understand the content of
responsibilities and functions assigned to the candidates to be elected
Legislative elections allow for the formation of the parliament in democratic countries and
parliamentary majorities form governments in countries with a political system similar to
that of Tunisia, and therefore, to practice public policies in different areas. Hence, the
understanding of respondents in the five governorates about legislative elections is
highlighted through the indicator of areas where respondents consider their attention and
perceptions to be the main motivator for supporting an electoral list. Regarding
respondents’ identification of the main motive for their support to an electoral list, we note
that, in four governorates out of five, they have agreed on considering the motive of
supporting the perceptions of the electoral list in the field of economy and investment to
be the most prominent motive, but the ratio of those who select it varies by governorates
where the least is in Gabes (22.52%) and the highest is in Tataouine (28.11%), while
respondents in the governorate of Tozeur ranked this motive in the fourth rank. With
varying ratios (between about 20 and 22%) in four out of five governorates, respondents
have agreed to consider the motive of supporting the electoral list in the sector of
employment to be the second most prominent motive, while in Kebili, respondents were
singled out by giving it the third rank with 18.1%. The motive of supporting the course of the
candidates’ list in the sector of fighting corruption is ranked third in four out of five
governorates with varying ratios of which the highest is in Gabes (18.37%), and the lowest is
in Tataouine (12.1%)”. As for the fourth rank, it was granted in two governorates for the
motive of supporting the program of the electoral list in the field of maintaining peace and
security with (15.84%) in Gabes and with a ratio that is the lowest in Mednine (12.83%). In
contrast, the respondents in the other three governoratesgive this motive an advanced
rank, and even the interviewees in the governorate of Tozeur give it the first rank with

record ratios that reached 36.06%.

97 This motive is ranked fourth in the governorate of Kebili (14.27%).

88



Such respondents’ arrangement of the above-mentioned four motives seems to be
consistent with an acceptable understanding of the functions assigned to the candidates to
be elected. It also reflects the importance of their expectations in the four sectors in
question as these sectors concern and require, at the same time, legislative and
government action that is carried out by most ministries in the executive branch.

In contrast, we can be a surprised that a significant proportion of citizens of the Tunisian
civil state rely on religious motivation when determining their choice of candidate; their
ratio ranges between 7.91% in Tozeur and 12.29% in Kebili. This demonstrates respondents’
misunderstanding of the nature of functions assigned to the candidates to be elected since
parliamentarians in a civil state are not required to defend faith, but they just have to
respect freedom of belief and freedom of conscience in drafting legislations, and it is the
duty of the judicial authority to ensure the two freedoms mentioned. The same remark can
be made with regard to defending identity which has been considered as a key motive for
the selection of candidates by a proportion of candidates with the lowest is in Tozeur
(1.69%) and the highest is in Tataouine (8.96%).

As for the candidates for presidential elections, by reading the results related to the index
of areas where respondents consider their attention and perceptions to be the main
motivator for supporting a candidate, it is clear that their arrangement reflects a clear
misunderstanding on the part of respondents of the responsibilities and functions assigned
to the candidates for presidential elections to be elected. We note that, in four
governorates out of five, they have put at the top of motives either the motive of supporting
the candidate’s program in the field of employment (for the respondents in the
governorates of Gabes and Tataouine) or the motive of supporting the perceptions of the
candidate in the field of economy and investment (for the respondents in the governorates
of Mednine and Kebili). The respondents in the governorate of Tozeur were singled out by
selecting the motive of supporting the candidate’s program in the field of maintaining
peace and security at the top of motives chosen by about one third (34.34%)%, which is a
choice that reflects an awareness of the nature of authorities and functions assigned to the
candidates for presidential elections as defined by the Constitution. It may be noted that

most of the components of the proposed regulation on interviewees are not relevant to the

98 Respondents have put this motive in the third position in the governorate of Gabes and in the fifth position in the governorate of Mednine
after the motive of defending faith, and in the fourth position in thegovernorate of Kebili, while respondents in the governorate of Tataouine

have put it in second position.
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powers of the President of the Republic®, this has placed the respondents before a
stringent test, in which most failed. In this vein, for example, in all governorates, more than
one fifth of respondents presented the two motives of defending faith and defending
identity as two important motives for choosing the candidate with (20.5%) in Gabes, with
the lowest ratio (17.43%) in Tozeur, while the highest reaches (23%) in Mednine. We do not
rule out that the discourse or the program presented by some candidates or their
supporters is at the source of this confusion and ambiguity, as many of them may have run
for the presidential elections so that he would enable his party to have a platform to
conduct a premature legislative election campaign, some other candidates for presidential
elections had used it to support their personal candidacy for legislative elections, including
the candidates Mongi Rahoui, Safi Saiid, Saif-al-Dine Makhlouf, Hatem Boulabiar and Mrs.
Abir Moussi. Moreover, public opinion is combining between two contradictory things: its
adherence to the gains of the revolution related to freedoms and democracy, but also the
nostalgia of a wide range of it to the pre-2011 presidential system with its effectiveness,
decision centralization and the ability of the President of the Republic to maintain control
and to be the only speaker to the people. Although the experience of television debates on
the occasion of the 2019 presidential elections played a significant role to be reckoned, as
far as the limits of the powers of the President of the Republic are concerned, this has not
deprived a part of the candidates and another from the voters of continuing to view, or
somehow promote, the Institution of the Presidency of the Republic as a central institution

in the Tunisian political system.

7.10. The views of respondents on the urgent issues to be taken into

account by elected candidates
Reading the results of the questionnaire on urgent issues, which must be resolved by the
elected representatives in the Assembly of People’s Representatives and which are of
priority concern, allows for displaying objective expectations that are resulted from the
general situation of the country, but they are also personal that are associated with the
personal situation of the interviewed. Since the economic and social status issues are at
the same time the leading areas that concern legislative and governmental action; for in
order to regulate and promote the economy, legislative and governmental action is

required by several legislative committees in the Assembly of People’s Representatives and

99 Including, in addition to the fields of employment, economy and investment, the fields of fighting corruption, defending faith and defending

identity.
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several ministries within the executive branch (Industry, Energy and Mines, Agriculture,
Commerce and Tourism). The concern for the economic status has been at the forefront of
areas that respondents consider of priority concern in the three governorates of Gabes,
Kebili and Tozeur; the highest ratio is in Kebili (45.78%) and the lowest is in Tozeur (43.17%).
In contrast, the concern for the social status has been at the top of areas where
respondents have deemed it to be primarily important in the governorates of Tataouine
(4456%) and Mednine (42.94%). This is, undoubtedly, linked mainly to the issue of
employment which concerns a significant part of the respondents. It is remarkable to note
that there is a proportion of respondents of about one quarter in Tozeur (24.32%), but
declines to (6.51%) in Mednine as this group considers that the concern for the issue of
liberties must be at the top of priorities. This reflects an important sense of citizenship and
human rights for these people in addition to an important expectations level from the
Assembly of People’'s Representatives that is recommended to enact legislations that would
bring down the rights and freedoms mentioned in the Constitution. Some may expect more
respect for freedoms by the Ministries of the Interior and that of Justice as well as efforts to
support them by the Ministry charged with human rights and the relation with civil society.
Some may be surprised by the low percentage of those who are for the priority of concern
for the environmental situation especially in the governorate Gabes given the magnitude of
the environmental difficulties and problems that the governorate of Gabes has been
suffering from for decades with about 8.29%. We can, then, ask if this low percentage means
a kind of normalization with the deterioration of the environmental situation, or is it a
consequence of the serious damage to the respondents caused by a further renewed or
exacerbated deterioration of the economic and social situation in recent years? This
attitude can be explained by both. It should be noted that the percentage of those who are
concerned with the environmental situation is lower in the governorate of Gabes than in
the other four governorates where it is very low in the governorate of Tozeur (1.3%).

On the one hand, a kind of consensus emerged among respondents on the urgent issues to
be resolved by the elected President of the Republic, that the concern for national security
is the issue that must be at the top of the three priorities. In this vein, we have clear
majorities varying between half and more than three fifths of the respondents with the
lowest ratio in Mednine (48.6%), while the maximum is (62.5%) in Tozeur'®. This choice

seems logical since the respondents belong to border governorates where the security

100 While the ratios are 51.58% in Gabes, 51.26% in Tataouine and 57.07% in Kebili.
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situation at the border of some of them is delicate because of the armed conflict in Libya,
in addition to severity of the terrorist menace that is still threatening the stability and the
economic prosperity of the country.

On the other hand, it seems surprising to conclude that a significant number of
respondents considered that the amendment of the Tunisian political system is the priority
issue that the elected President of the Republic should take into account, and it is ranked
second in terms of ratios in three governorates: Mednine (30.24%), Kebili (27.47%) and
Tozeur (23.79%), and third in the governorates of Gabes (17.08%) and Tataouine (16.33%).
This undoubtedly raises the issue of dissatisfaction of an important proportion of
respondents with the nature of the Tunisian political system, especially with the dominance
of parties’ role in it and the limited effectiveness of governmental administration due to
the institutional obstacles together with the positive reaction of these respondents to the
electoral programs of several candidates for presidential elections in which they state their
intention to amend the Tunisian political system. In particular, the candidate who won the
elections, Mr. Kais Saied who had an overwhelming majority of votes in the second round of
the presidential elections in the five southern governorates. However, the important
number of the respondents who support the amendment of the Tunisian political system
raises questions about how well these people know who is authorized to take the initiative
as it is not a monopoly of the President of the Republic, but it may also belong to one third
of the members of the Assembly of People’s Representatives'’, in addition to knowing the
modalities of the required constitutional amendment. Most importantly, in order to do so,
the Chairman of the Assembly of People’s Representatives must submit the Constitution
amendment initiative to the Constitutional Court to state that it is not about what cannot
be amended as it is prescribed in the provisions of the Constitution'. But, in the absence
of a Constitutional Court that has not been formed yet'®, it is legally impossible to amend
the provisions of the Constitution.

Finally, we note that the most prominent duty of the President of the Republic, in the light
of the 2014 Constitution, which is the management of foreign relations, has been
considered by the lowest proportion of respondents as the priority issue that the elected
President must take care of in three governorates: Mednine (17.49%), Kebili (10.93%) and

Tozeur (10.48%). The second group, in terms of importance in the other two governorates,

101 Chapter 143 of the 2014 Constitution
102 Chapter 144 of the 2014 Constitution

103 The Constitutional Court should have been formed before the end of November 2015, but by March 2020, only one member could be elected.
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considers that the concern for foreign relations is a priority issue in Gabes (23.2%) and
Tataouine (25.38%). This low status of issue of foreign relations may be attributed to its
being a classical task, and that the majority of respondents have estimated either a security
or an institutional crisis that both require urgent intervention. Hence, both are considered

differential as a priority task for the President.

7.11. Respondents’ attitudes on how high candidates would meet their

expectations and their assessment of the more likely to win among

parties’ candidates or independents
The responses of the questioned sample in the five southern governorates on whether the
candidates for legislative elections in Tunisia clearly meet citizens' expectations, do not
seem explicitly positive except within a limit of five to a quarter of respondents in the as
the confidence level is at its lowest in the governorate of Mednine where 19.71% consider
that these candidates are undoubtedly up to their expectations, while the highest rate is in
Tozeur (25.52%). It makes sense for those belonging to this category to have self-
motivations that have made them express their satisfaction with the candidates such as
their affiliation with the same party or their great sympathy with it, or their having family or
professional ties with the candidates. But these low rates reflect in all cases the limited
confidence in candidates and the lack of satisfaction with the proposed political offer.
Most of the respondents, about half to two thirds, had a relative satisfaction with the
candidates, where the answer was “fairly” with the lowest ratios in Tozeur (47.8%) and the
highest in Kebili (64.64%). There is a minority, varying between a quarter and one eighth of
the respondents, which negatively decided on the quality of the candidates since a
proportion of them with the highest in Tozeur (26.68%) and the lowest in Kebili (12.8%) has
considered that the candidates for legislative elections in their governorates are not clearly
up to their hopes. It is likely that those who belong to the latter category are from those
who decided not to go to the polling centers or who decided to put a white card in the
ballot box.
As for the candidate parties who are the closest to wining the elections, classified between
parties’ candidates and independents, most of the respondents, ranging between about
half and two thirds, consider that independent candidates are the closest to win with the
lowest rate in Tataouine (46.53%) and the highest in Kebili (66.71%). In contrast, respondents
have shunted the party candidates and considered that it is unlikely that only one third of
them in Kebili believe in their victory (33.29%), this rate reaches its maximum in Tataouine
with a limited majority (53.47%). However, these expectations were mostly unrealistic;

parties’ candidates were able to lead the scene with the overwhelming majority of seats,
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while the independents could only win four seats™ out of 29 contested in the five
governorates.

The miscalculation of the majority can be attributed to the fact that they projected the
results of the municipal elections won by independents to the fact of voting in legislative
elections and they did not take into account the differences in the quality of elections, nor
did they consider three issues that might have affected the behaviour of the general

electorate and made them not to vote for the independents.

First: the respondents’ holding part of the responsibility for the poor functioning of the
municipal councils because of their lack of experience and their inability to create an
environment that is convenient for effective collective performance on the independents,
since they noticed that the performance of several municipalities had declined in some
regions from what it used to be under of the specific procuratorates which did not have the
democratic legitimacy but had relative effectiveness. The limited effectiveness of the
municipal councils seems to be large with the contribution of the fragmentation of the
political components within them and the difficulty of coexistence, which led to the
frequency of resignations to the extent that many municipal councils have been dissolved,

which some had expected to include about 20%, i.e. 70 out of 350.

Second: it was clear that many independents who won in the municipal elections and who
claimed independence, had hidden or known parties’ affiliations, and that some of these

independents joined some parties after they winning seats in municipal councils.

Third: the emphasis of the political parties’ campaigns on criticizing the option of voting for
independent candidates, as they promoted the idea that independents’ victory would cause
a more dispersed parliamentary landscape than that made by the 2014 legislative elections.
They also considered that if independent deputies were involved in the government, it
would be difficult to hold them politically responsible for their performance as they had no

clear and integral program or known political orientation.

But, in all cases, and regardless of whether respondents’ have been successful in predicting

that legislative elections would be in favor of political parties’ candidates, their view that

104 Three of which were obtained by the heads of the Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama)lists in Mednine, Tataouine and Kebili, in addition to the

independent list of “Citizenship and Development” in Tozeur.
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the independents are the closest to victory reflects a deep confidence crisis in political
parties caused by their feeling that getting positions in power and serving party interests is
what parties sought to achieve and that this has priority over national interests. Moreover,
the achievement of electoral promises was very limited and far from responding to voters’

expectations.

7.12. Analysis of the results of presidential and legislative elections

7.12.1. Analysis of electoral results at the national level

7.12.1.1. Analysis of the results of presidential elections at the national level
The first round of the 2019 presidential elections took place on September 15", and resulted
in the qualification of both Professor Kais Saied with (18.40%) and Mr. Nabil Karoui with
(15.58%) of votes to the second round that took place on October 13" and which led to the
victory of the candidate Kais Saied with a large majority reaching 72.71% of votes.
The voting participation rate was higher in presidential elections than it was in legislative
elections, and the highest in the second round of the presidential elections. If we consider
the percentage of participants by age and gender, we will note that 53% of voters were
males aged between 18 and 25, while females of the same category represented 6.3% of the
overall voters. In contrast, male voters aged between 26 and 45 represented 20.3% of the
total voters, while female voters in the same age group represented 18.9%. The highest
turnout was 28% of the total male middle-aged and elderly people who are over 45, while
female voters of the same age group represented 21.2% of the total voters.
What most characterised the 2019 presidential elections was the arrest of one of the 26
candidates, Mr. Nabil Karoui and his detention in jail before trial starting from 23 August
2019, ten days before the electoral campaign for the first round of the presidential
elections, as part of the investigations into charges related to money laundering and tax
evasion.
As a result, the media and political debate has intensified on the issue of equal
opportunities between candidates. Moreover, the subject of Mr. Nabil Karoui's detention
raised the issue of the difficulty of reconciling between the imperatives of the candidate’s
political rights, including his right to campaign, and the investigation into a criminal case
that would require preventive measures such as the deprivation of liberty. This particular
situation has left the candidate, his party and the whole electoral process at a
disadvantage. It also resulted in a regrettable wave of skepticism in the independence of
the judiciary and the statements that emphasized the existence of political interference

with the judiciary, especially in view of the considerable and unusual pace at which the
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imprisonment order issued by the indictment division at the Tunis Court of Appeal against
Mr. Nabil Karoui was executed. It is certain that taking the measures by the judiciary, which
could have permitted the accomplishment of the electoral campaign of the candidate Nabil
Karoui, would have avoided the fears of questioning the integrity of the electoral process.
But, eventually, the defeated candidate Mr. Nabil Karoui did not challenge the validity of the
initial results of the second round of the presidential elections, although he and his
supporters had confirmed on many occasions and platforms that he was subjected to
unjust detention that was not intended to serve justice but to weaken his chances of
winning the presidential elections and his party’s chances to lead the parliamentary scene
and to obtain the largest number of seats in legislative elections according to frequent
opinion polls at least since March 2019.

Organizing the first round of the presidential elections before the legislative elections was
an important factor that led, according to some parties, to presenting candidates for the
presidential elections in order to support their parties or coalitions’ lists and contest the
legislative elections in a better position. Call of Tunisia Party (Nidaa Tounes) did not
present a candidate for presidency but it supported the nomination of the former Minister
of Defence Mr. Abdelkarim Zbidi (who was ranked fourth with 10.73% of votes). The political
“modernist” family has gone through the election race by an important number of
candidates, most notably, in addition to Mr. Abdelkarim Zbidi, Mr. Youssef Chahed who was
head of Government (he was ranked in the fifth place and obtained 7.38% of votes), Mrs.
Abir Moussi (she obtained 4.02%) of votes), in addition to Mehdi Jemaa, Mohsen Marzouk,
Elyas Fakhfakh, Said El-Aydi, Neji Jalloul and Mrs. Salma Elloumi (they all obtained less than
1.82% of votes), which has led to the dispersion of its electorates’ votes. Regarding
Islamists, they run for the elections with a number of candidates, the first is Mr. Abdelfattah
Mourou, the official candidate of Al-Nahda Movement (he came in the third position with
12.88% of votes), but we also find other candidates who had previously been affiliated with
the movement; they are its former Secretary General Mr. Hammadi Jbali (who had 0.22% of
votes) and its former member of the Shura Council Mr. Hatem Boulabiar (who had the
poorest percentage of votes, 0.11%), while Mr. Saif Al-Dine Makhlouf, supported by the
dissolved League for the Protection of the Revolution, presented himself as a candidate for
an independent coalition, the Dignity Coalition(ltilaf Alkarama)(he came in the ninth
position with 4.37% of votes). For the three candidates of the Left, Mongi Rahoui, Hamma
Hammemi and Abid Briki, together, achieved less than 2% of votes. We could also find some
candidates from other rising parties such as Mr. Mohamed Abbou from the Democratic

Movement (he obtained 3.63% of votes) and Mr. Mohamed Lotfi Mraihi from the Republican
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People’s Union(Alittihad Al-Chaabi AL-Jomhouri)(he got 6.56% of votes), in addition to
candidates of parties that witnessed a significant decline compared to the previous
elections; they are former interim President of the Republic Mohamed Moncef Marzouki
(who obtained 2.97% of votes) and Mr. Mohamed Hachmi Hamdi (who obtained 0.75% of
votes).

For the independent candidates, the most prominent of them was the winner in the
elections Mr. Kais Saied in addition to the candidate Ahmed Essafi Said (who came in the
sixth position with 7.11% of votes) and some other candidates; they are Mr. Mohamed
Essghaier Ennouri and Essafi Said who obtained ratios less than 1%.

The professor of constitutional law Mr. Kais Saied won in the second round of the
presidential elections with a record rate of about 72.71% of votes on a program based on
the saying “the people want and know what they want”. He expressed his intention to
reform the political system, amend the voting system, moralize political life, fight corruption
and achieve economic recovery. This is despite that the last two issues are not the

prerogative of the President of the Republic.

7.12.1.2. Analysis of the results of legislative elections at the national level

The 2019 legislative elections led to the entry of new political parties such as Heart of
Tunisia (Qalb Tounes) and the Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama), in addition to the growing
of the electoral weight of the People’s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab) and the Democratic
Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati). In general, the results of the October 6, 2019 elections
have produced a dispersed parliamentary scene with a number of political forces that is
more than that of the Legislative Council of the previous term (2014-2019), it has become
about 31 with 16 parties and 4 coalitions and representatives of 11 independent lists.

The most prominent winning parties are Al-Nahda Movement Party, which won the first
position with 52 seats, followed by Heart of Tunisia Party (Qalb Tounes) with 38 seats, the
Democratic Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati)with 22 seats, the New Destourian Party (Al-Hizb
Ad-Dostouri Al-Jadid) with 17 seats, the People’s Movement(Harakat Al Chaab) with 15 seats,
Long Live Tunisia Party (Tahya Tounes)with 14 seats while other 10 parties got four seats or

less'™®. As for Coalitions, the independents’ Coalition Dignity (Itilaf Alkarama) has gained an

105 They are Mashroua Tounes (4 seats), Arrahma Party (4 seats), the Republican People’s Union(Alittihad Al-Chaabi Al-Jomhouri) (3seats), Call of
Tunisia (Nidaa Tounes) (3 seats), The Tunisian Alternative Party (Al-Badil Ettounsi) (3 seats), and Afek Tounes Party (2 seats). The following four
parties got one seat each: the People’s Front Party (Al jabha Chaabia), Al-Mahaba Movement, Farmers’ Voice Party (Saout Al-Fellahin), Socialist

Destourian Party (Al-Hizb Al-Ichtiraki Ad-Dostouri).
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important number of seats of 21, while the coalition “Amal and Aamal” could win 2 seats
and the Socialist Democrats Union and the Coalition “Aich Tounsi” won one seat each.

The number of independents from non-coalition lists was below expectations, where are
only 11 deputies. Yet, the feature of fragmentation is the prevalent on the parliamentary
scene. This made the course of government formation stumble since the person, chosen by
Al-Nahda which was in the first position in the 2019 legislative elections'®, could not pass.
This allowed the President of the Republic to choose who he considered the best able to
form the government, Mr. Elias Fakhfakh whose government, on 27 February 2020, got the
confidence with the poorest number of votes that a government has had since 2011, Yet,
the governmental coalition relies on a four-party political belt: Al-Nahda Movement Party,
the People’s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab), the Democratic Movement and Long Live Tunisia
Party (Tahya Tounes).

However, most analysts and many political parties believe that Mr. Elias Fakhfakh's
government will not last long®, especially that many of them considered that this
government’s reaching the Assembly of People’s Representatives ‘confidence is due to the
fear of many parliamentary parties of the repercussions of failure, which is mainly the
organization of premature legislative elections. The majority of the current Assembly of
People's Representatives’ composition does not want the Assembly to be dissolved. It is
their interest that Mr. Elias Fakhfakh's government should be formed despite it is
heterogeneous and lacks the ability to execute a program that would enable the country to
overcome its economic, social and financial crisis. Nevertheless, the new Corona-virus crisis
came to make the country enter a special and unprecedented situation that placed the

government since its first weeks before a stringent test, that of crisis management.

106 He is Mr. Habib Jomli who failed to get the Assembly of People’s Representatives’ confidence on 10 January 2020 after his government had
got the support of only 72 deputies (i.e., he got less than the required absolute majority of 109 deputies out of 217), in turn for the refusal of 134
deputies and 3 abstentions.

107 It got the majority of 129 votes versus 77 against and 1 reserved.

108 For instance, the deputy and the leader in Heart of TunisiaParty(Qalb Tounes) ladth Elloumi declared on 26 February 2020, few hours before
voting for the government of Elias Fakhfakh that “Fakhfakh's government will not last more than a few weeks”, considering that “it has no ability

to solve the problems of Tunisians.”
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7.12.2. Analysis of the elections results at the regional level (the five electoral
districts in the south)

7.12.2.1. The results of the legislative elections in the five electoral districts in the south

7.12.2.1.1. The results of the electoral district in Gabes
In the legislative elections race, 32 electoral lists divided into 18 party lists, 8 independent
lists and 6 lists representing party coalitions or groups of independents contested for the
seven seats in the electoral district of Gabes. 29 lists were headed by men and only three
by women, with one woman at the head of each list of Bani Watani party and the Hope
Party (Al-Amaml) as well as the independent list “the Balance”, accounting for 9.37% of the
heads of lists in the constituency in question. None of the women-led lists won™?, as no
independent or coalition lists won, rather five party lists shared the seven seats: Al-Nahda
Party got three seats, while Heart of Tunisia(Qalb Tounes), the People’s Movement(Harakat
Al Chaab), the Democratic Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati)and Mashroua Tounes received
one seat each. Al-Nahda Party received 37879 votes, which enabled it to have two seats
thanks to a number of votes that is equal to the electoral quotient, while it obtained a third
seat by the largest remainder method. As for the other four parties, each got its seat thanks
to the largest remainder method".
The number of votes declared for all lists reached 91535, which made the electoral quotient
reach 13076.42 votes, while 1498 ballots were cancelled and 851 voters chose white ballots.
In general, votes in the electoral district of Gabes were dispersed across the 32 lists with 26

of them got a percentage of votes hat is less than 3%.

7.12.2.1.2. The results of the electoral district in Mednine
During the legislative elections race, 34 electoral lists divided into 18 party lists, 11
independent lists and 5 lists representing party coalitions or groups of independents
contested for the seven seats in the constituency of Mednine. 33 lists were headed by men
with only one woman was at the head of the list of Heart of Tunisia (Qalb Tounes),
representing 2.94% of heads of lists in the said constituency. However, this list won, while,

in contrast, no independent list won and only one coalition list won one seat, the Dignity

109 Where the list of Bani Watatni Party got 178 votes, representing 0.19% of the overall votes declared. The Hope Party list got 1313 votes,
representing 1.43% of the overall votes declared, while the independent list “the Balance” had 309 votes, accounting for 0.34% of the overall
votes declared.

110 None of them achieved the electoral quotient of 13076.42 votes since Heart of Tunisia Party (Qalb Tounes) obtained 6190 votes, the People’s
Movement (Harakat Al Chadb) 9644 votes, the Democratic Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati) 5072 votes, while Mashroua Tounes could only get

3553 votes, representing 3.88% of the overall votes declared.
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Coalition(Itilaf Alkarama) list, while three party lists shared the remaining seven seats; al-
Nahda Party obtained four seats, the People’'s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab)2 seats, Long
Live Tunisia (Tahya Tounes)one seat. Al-Nahda Movement Party got 43399 votes, which
enable it to win 3 seats thanks to a number of votes that is equal to the electoral quotient
while it won a fourth seat thanks to the largest remainder method. The People's Movement
(Harakat Al Chaab) got 21905 votes, which allowed it to have one seat by the electoral
quotient and a second one by the largest remainder method. The other two parties and the
independents’ coalition got one seat each by the largest remainder method™.

The number of votes declared for all lists reached 113895, which made the electoral
quotient reach 12655 votes, while 1493 ballots were cancelled, and 875 voters chose while
ballots. In general, votes in the electoral district of Mednine were dispersed across the 34
lists with 28 of them got a percentage of votes that is less than 3%.

7.12.2.1.3. The results of the electoral district in Tataouine

During the legislative electoral race, 32 electoral lists divided into 17 party lists, 5
independent lists and 10 lists representing party coalitions or groups of independents
contested for the four seats in the constituency of Tataouine. All 32 lists were headed by
men, and none of the women'’s lists was appointed. No independent list won and one
coalition list won a seat, the Dignity Coalition (ltilaf Alkarama) list, while two party lists
shared the remaining three seats; Al-Nahda got two seats while MAshoua Tounes got one
seat. Al-Nahda got 12641 votes, allowing it to win one seat thanks to anumber of votes that
is equal to the elctoral quotient and a second seat thanks to the largest remainder method.
Mashroua Tounes Party won only 1516 votes, representing 4.78% of votes, but this enabled it
to get one seat with the largest remainder. The Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama) list also
got one seat with the largest remainder, but with a higher number of votes, 3731 votes,
which is about 11.77% of votes.

The number of votes declared for all lists reached 31700 votes, which made the electoral
quotient reach 7925 votes, while 493 ballots were cancelled and 288 votes chose while
ballots. Generally, votes in the electoral district of Tataouine were dispersed across the 32
lists with 25 of them got a percentage of votes that is less than 3%, of which 6 lists got a

number of votes less than 200.

111 No one of them achieved the electoral quotient of 12655 votes, since Heart of Tunisia Party (Qalb Tounes) got 3684 votes, accounting for
3.23% of the overall votes declared, while Long Live TunisiaParty (Tahya Tounes) got 5341 votes, and the Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama)(list

had 8938 votes.
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7.12.2.1.4. The results in the electoral district in Kebili

During the legislative electoral race, 34 electoral lists divided into 16 party lists, 10
independent lists and 8 lists representing party coalitions or groups of independents
contested for the five seats in the constituency of Kebili. All the lists were headed by 31
men and only three women were at the head of independent lists or related to
independent lists coalitions, representing 8.82% of the heads of lists of the said
constituency. None of the women'’s led lists won™, as no independent list won and only one
coalition list won a seat, the Dignity Coalition (ltilaf Alkarama) list, while three party lists
shared the remaining four seats; Al-Nahda Movement won two seats, while both the
People’s Movement Party (Harakat Al Chaab) and Long Live Tunisia Party (Tahya Tounes)
won one seat each. Al-Nahda obtained 12413 votes, enabling it to get one seat with a
number of votes that matches the electoral quotient, and another seat with the largest
remainder. The list of the People’s Movement Party (Harakat Al Chaab), headed by its
Secretary-General, Zuhair Al-Magzawi, won 8226 votes (16.41%), which enabled it to get one
seat with the largest remainder, so is the party of Long Live Tunisia (Tahya Tounes) (which
got 5105 votes) and the Dignity Coalition (ltilaf Alkarama) (which got 7257 votes), both of
which won one seat with the largest remainder.

The number of votes declared for all lists reached 50121 votes, which made the electoral
quotient reach 10024.2 votes, while 785 ballots were cancelled and 432 votes chose while
ballots. Generally, votes in the electoral district of Kebili were dispersed across the 34 lists

with 29 of them got a percentage of votes that is less than 3%.

7.12.2.1.5.The results in the electoral district in Tozeur
During the legislative electoral race, 43 electoral lists divided into 19 party lists, 16
independent lists and 8 lists representing party coalitions or groups of independents
contested for the five seats in the constituency of Tozeur. All the lists were headed by 38
men and only five women were at the head of party or coalition lists, representing 11.62% of

the heads of lists of the said constituency. None of the women'’s led lists won™.

112 Where the independent list “he Challenge” got 842 votes, representing 1.68% of the total votes declared. The independents' coalition list
“Another Tunisia Coalition” got 1896 votes, representing 3.78% of the total votes declared, while the independents’ coalition list “Aich Tounsi” got
438 votes, representing 0.87% of the total votes declared.

113 Where the independents’ coalition list “The Unionist Democratic Union” got 196 votes, representing 0.56% of the overall votes declared, the
list of the coalition of independents “Aich Tounsi” obtained 291 votes, representing 0.83% of the total votes declared, the party lists of “The
Current of Love” won 637 votes (representing 1.81% of the total votes), the Popular Front (Al jabha Chaabia)had 48 votes (representing 0.14% of

the total votes declared), and The Socialist Party (Al-Hizb Al-Ichtiraki) got 51 votes ((representing 0.14% of the total votes declared).
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In contrast, one independent list won a seat, the list of “Citizenship and Development”,
while three party lists shared the other three seats. It is noticeable that no list could win a
seat thanks to a number of votes that was equal to the electoral quotient as the four
winners got their seats with the largest remainder. This is the case of the al-Nahda Party
which won only 5082 votes (14.44%), which allowed it to win a single seat with the same
position as the People’s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab) which won 1850 votes (5.26%). The
victory was also the same for Call of Tunisia Party (Nidaa Tounes) which got 2263 votes
(6.43%) as well as the independent list “Citizenship and Development” which won 2339 votes
(6.65%).
The number of votes declared for all lists reached 35186 votes, which made the electoral
quotient reach 8796.5 votes, while 633 ballots were cancelled and 411 voters chose while
ballots. Generally, votes in the electoral district of Tozeur were dispersed across the 34 lists
with 31 of them got a percentage of votes that is less than 3%. Dispersion reached its
extreme of getting four lists a number of votes ranging between 40 and 74 votes, while
another seven lists got a number of votes ranging between 100 and 200 votes.

7.12.2.2. Conclusions based on the results of the legislative elections in the five southern

constituencies
The competition was important during the 2019 legislative elections race in the five
southern constituencies that are the subject of this report. The number of lists ranged
between 43 lists in Tozeur and 32 lists in the constituency of Gabes; this is a relatively high
number given the projections associated with the index of the relatively limited candidacies
for the 2018 municipal elections, where the national average number of electoral lists in the
350 municipal districts was about six lists per municipality district™. Some also thought
that changing the way public assistance is provided for candidates for legislative elections
from the precedence modality to the paying expenses system for those who get results
above the 3% threshold, may discourage some candidates from submitting their
candidatures, in particular, those independents’ lists or minor party lists as the number of
lists reached the average of 35 lists per constituency.
We also see the influence of the conservative character of the southerners, which
contributed to the lack of women’s involvement in political affairs and the reluctance of
political parties or the groups of independents to nominate women at the head of lists. As

a result, the number of lists headed by women in the five constituencies was about a dozen

14 With the candidature of 2068 lists.
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out of 175 lists, of which 163 lists were headed by men, i.e, 93.2%, while only 6.8% were
headed by women. However, it should be noted that there are some differences among the
five constituencies in this area where there is a case in which women are not involved at all
as the head of list in the constituency of Tataouine in contrast to five women as heads of
lists in the constituency of Tozeur. However, reading of results tells us that one woman is
the head of a list that won a seat in one of the five mentioned constituencies™.
Nevertheless, thanks to the advantages of vertical parity, women’s representation was not
limited to the woman who headed the list mentioned above, but also to the six women
who, each, ranked second on the lists of Al-Nahda and the People’s Movement (Harakat Al
Chaab) parties™.

We also note that independent lists, whether it be individual or coalition, that topped the
municipal results that took place on 6 May 2018, were unable to regain the confidence of
voters in the legislative elections despite all the reports on the deterioration of the image
of parties and their lack of confidence in them, with the 29 contested seats were distributed
as follow: the parties’ lists won 25 seats, i.e., 86.2% of seats, while the independents won
only four seats, or 13.8% of seats, three of which were independent lists belonging to the
Dignity Coalition(Itilaf Alkarama), and a “single” independent list won the fourth seat.
Perhaps, the retreat of independents is originated in more than one factor, the first being
the difference of the municipal level from the national level where the voter may
appreciate that local figures can be suitable in proximity elections, while the work in the
Assembly of People's Representatives requires party blocs with national programs and
strategies. On the other hand, the overall unacceptable performance of the elected
municipal councils in 2018™, which included a significant number of independents, in
addition to the absence of coherence and stable political minorities, can be a cause of their
failure and the frequency of collective resignations that led to the dissolution of many

municipal councils™ and, hence, the organization of premature municipal elections, other

115 She is the head of list of Heart of Tunisia (Qalb Tounes) in the constituency of Mednine.

116 Three women who were ranked second on the lists of their parties won seats in the constituency of Mednine, one woman in the constituency
of Tataouine, another in Kebili and a sixth in the constituency of Gabes.

117 The independents won a total of 581930 votes, i.e,, 32.27% of votes, which permitted the victory of 2373 independent candidates of seats out
of a total of 7212 seats, i.e., 32.9%. This enabled 120 independent candidates to win the post of mayor.

118 A field study by Sigma Conseil Foundation, including 1060 Tunisians over 16 years of age, revealed that 67% of citizens were dissatisfied with
the performance of municipalities and municipal councils, especially in field of environment

119 Such as the Municipal Councils of Bardo, Souk Jdid, El-Ayoun, Seress, Hassi Elfrid, El-Faouar, Jebenyana, El-Battan, Denden, Nefza and

Raguada.
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factors for the decline of voters’ belief in the effectiveness of voting for independents.

Moreover, the election of independents raises the question of political accountability.

7.12.3. Electoral turnout and participation rate

Concerns about presidential and legislative elections have been centered on electoral
turnout, as the significant decline in participation rate during the 2018 municipal elections
as well as the frequency of opinion polls since the beginning of 2019 have highlighted the
reluctance of a great number of voters to go to polling centers. Despite the successful
registration process in attracting unexpected number of new voters, those concerns did not
fade away especially amid the foggy electoral landscape and the political maneuvering that
increased the level of voters’ alienation from the political class. Despite the contribution of
the important and unexpected event of the death of the President of the Republic Mr. Beji
Caied Essebsi on 25 July 2019 (which imposed the conversion of the date and nature of the
presidential elections from a ballot that would have taken place on 17 November to a new
date before the September 15 legislative elections, and transformed the periodic
presidential elections into premature elections) to raise the relative interest of voters in
elections, it resulted in a turnout of only half of the registered voters, i.e. only 49% during

the first round, with the number of declared votes of 3 million, 372 thousand and 973.

At the level of participation during the first round of the presidential elections in the five
governorates under study, it totaled 47.2%, a lower percentage than the national one with
the participation, on 15 September, of 372993 voters out of 789268 voters registered in the

five constituencies.

However, it is important to note that the participation rate varies from one constituency to
another, as it was clearly more than the national average in one state, which is Kebili with a
percentage of 57.9%' (60341 participated in the vote out of 104271 voters registered in the
lists). The participation rate was slightly below the national average in the governorate of
Gabes (48.6%), with 112045 out of 230674 registered voters participated in the ballot. In
Tozeur, the rate was about 46.8% (35404 participated in the vote out of 75579 voters
registered in the lists), while in Mednine, the participation rate was clearly below the
national rate (44.3%) with the participation of 128792 out of 290480 registered voters. The
least participation rate was in Tataouine (41.3%) with the participation of only 36411 out of

88264 voters registered on the electoral register.

120 Which made it in the sixth position nationally. The highest participation rate was in the constituency of Tunis 2 (62.1%).

104



The participation rate can be explained by the contribution of the inappropriate timing of
the elections with regard to the climate conditions characterized by the high temperature
in addition to its coincidence with the come back to school and university date to the
negative effect on the participation rate. Hence, we notice that the participation national
average remarkably increased during the ballot of the second round of the presidential
elections which was timely held on October 13. It also raised the voters’ interest given the
specificities of the two competing candidates; one of them is Mr. Nabil Karoui, the well-
known media official and the responsible for associative action who was able to win in the
first round despite being in prison, while the second was an unconventional candidate who
came from outside the political system, the retired professor Mr. Kais Saied. All this
contributed to the 55% participation rate, with the number of declared votes reaching 3
million, 820 thousand and 825.

If we look at the participation rates during the second round of the presidential elections in
the five governorates under study, we will conclude that they have exceeded the national
ratio by a total of 57.8%, with the participation of 1441000 out of 789268 voters in the five
constituencies on October 13" This is a quantitative evolution compared to the level of
participation during the first round of the presidential elections in the five constituencies

under study.

However, it should be noted that the participation rates vary from one constituency to
another as it clearly exceeded the national average in three governorates, Kebili which
recorded the highest rate at the national level with 66.3%"" (with the participation of 69183
out of 104271 registered voters), while the participation rate in Gabes was (59.7%), with the
participation of 137779 out of 230674 registered voters. As for Mednine, the participation rate
was equal to the national ratio (55.0%), with the participation of 159693 out of a total of
290480 registered voters, while, in Tataouine, the ratio was the same as in the first round,
which is the lowest turnout (53.1%). It is the only south constituency that witnessed a rate

below the national level, with only 46828 out of 88264 registered voters.

The high participation rate at the national level and in all five southern constituencies can
be explained by the participation of some voters who did not vote in the first round of the
legislative elections, in addition to the decline of young people’s reluctance to vote,

especially students who were encouraged to participate by the government which

121 Followed by the constituency of Ben Arous (65.6%), the second at the national level.
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announced Saturday, October 12" a day off for students to facilitate their mobility to polling

stations in their home regions.

In contrast, the participation rate in the legislative elections held on October 6"  was
disappointing as the turnout was limited to 41.3% in the polling centers, which was
translated by the sharp decline in turnout compared to the legislative elections held on
October 26, 2014 in which turnout reached a record of 67.27%'.

Regarding the turnout in the legislative elections in the five governorates under study, it
was 41.9%, slightly higher than the national rate, with the participation of 330196 out of
788094 registered voters in the five constituencies, in the vote of 6 October. However, it
should be noted that the participation rates vary from one constituency to another as it
exceeded the national average in two governorates, Tozeur with a rate of 47.9% (36230 out
of a total of 75610 registered voters participated in the vote), and Kebili with 49.3% (51338
out 104182 registered voters participated in the vote). The participation rate was below the
national ratio in both Gabes (40.7%) where 93884 out of 230511 registered voters
participated in the voting and Mednine (40.1%) where 116263 out of 290167 registered voters
participated in the voting. The least rate was in Tataouine (37.1%) where only 32481 out of

87642 registered voters participated in the voting.

The low rates at the national level and in the five southern constituencies can be explained
by the limited confidence in parliamentary political parties because of the low level of
commitment to electoral promises during the 2014-2019 parliamentary term, which created
in voters a punitive behavior that led some to vote for independents and others to refuse
to participate in the ballot. Moreover, the political system and the specificity of the voting
system led to coalition governments that are based on an unclear program and the
gathering of divergent political parties. This entails ignoring the voter's will to exercise a
rotation in power in which some political parties should be absent either for ideological
reasons or as a result of their failure to govern. As a result of all this, the voter is unable to
clearly define the responsibilities, especially as each party in the coalition seeks to put all
the blame on the other parties and even to the parliamentary opposition which has been
accused of being unconstructive and obstructing the work of the government and the

completion of establishing constitutional institutions.

122 During the elections of the National Constituent Assembly, held on 23 October 2011, participation rate was around 52%.
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Moreover, changing the date of the presidential elections that led to its precedence over
the legislative elections, has helped to make the campaign for the legislative elections
tepid especially as a wide section of public opinion and the media remained focused on
the repercussions of the results of the first round of the presidential elections. In
particular, the status of the candidate Mr. Nabil Karoui who was in prison and who
managed to win in the first round, but his position raised the problem of equal
opportunities between candidates as his imprisonment prevented him from carrying out his
election campaign. The precautionary nature of imprisonment also seems to be unjustified
and affects his image as part of the electorate may forget that he benefits from the
presumption of innocence, in addition to the high number of electoral showcases with tens
of lists nominated for the legislative race in each constituency, ranging in the five southern
governorates, from a lower number of 32 in Gabes and Tataouine to a maximum of 43 in
Tozeur. Such a situation has led to the blurring of the electoral offer particularly in the light
of the multiplicity of cleavages and the rise of the level of tense electoral discourse which
is mainly based on attacking competitors instead of going more to show programs and to
clarify strategies and perceptions. Moreover, some voters who could not accept the idea of
going back again to the polling stations three weeks after the participation in the first
round of the presidential elections, were a little bit bored. All this has contributed to the
modest participation despite the many calls made by different parties to the voters
throughout the polling day to head to voting centers, which are urgent calls from mass
media and other parties from civil society after low participation rates were issued during

the early hours after the opening of the centers on October 6.

7.12.4. The participation of women and youth
The participation of the Tunisian women in politics is still limited. This is due to historical
and cultural factors, as well as social obstacles as the main reasons of this imbalance. The
Decree N0.87-2011 of 24 September 2011 on the organization of political parties does not
mention the need to support women’s participation in party life. In contrast, the draft Basic
Law on the organization of political parties and their funding', in its chapter 25, calls on
political parties to seek to respect parity between men and women, but the wording of the
text merely implies that parties have an obligation to take care and not to be committed to

achieve a result. Taking the necessary measures to enhance women'’s participation in

123 It is a draft Basic Law prepared by the government departments with the consultation of the parties, but it has not yet been approved by the

Ministers’ Council or deposited in the Assembly of People’s Representatives.
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parties, especially in decision-making centers, within executive offices, will remain a
necessary and a priority issue if there is a genuine willingness to support women’s political

participation.

It seems necessary to support women'’s participation in the leadership of the electoral body
where it is essential to seek to establish parity within the council of The Independent High
Authority for the Elections (ISIE). We have noted above that there is only one woman among
the nine members in the mentioned Council™®. We also note that women'’s presence in the
leadership positions in the electoral sub-bodies is limited, representing less than one third,
or 24 women out of 88 members of the electoral sub-bodies. The percentage of women who
are in the position of a chairperson of an electoral subsidiary body falls to 18.5%, i.e. only
five female chairpersons among the 27 who are heading the electoral subsidiary bodies in
Tunisia. In return, the international electoral observation missions of the Carter Center and
the European Union noted that more than half of the polling centers members visited by
the two commissions are women and that more than one third of those centers are headed

by women.

As for female candidacies for the presidential elections, they were limited to two ladies out
of 26 candidates: they are Mrs. Salma Elloumi'”® and Mrs. Abir Moussi™. As for women's
candidacies for the legislative elections, the number of women among the 1506
participating lists was about that of men', considering the application of the vertical parity

principle imposed under the liability of inadmissibility.

However, apart from horizontal parity, only 14.5% of the heads of lists are women most of
whom from party lists. As in 2014, there were fewer women at the heads of lists in the
interior, especially in the five southern governorates under study in the present report,
where we have explained this issue above'. We recall here that the number of women-led

lists in the five constituencies is about a dozen lists out of 175, of which 163 lists are headed

124 See inside the paragraph on the legal framework of the elections.

125 The President of The Hope Party (Al-Amaml)

126 The president of The Free Destourian Party(Al-Hizb Al-Hor Ad-Dostouri)

127 It is undoubtedly less than the number of men, as the more the members’ number in a list is even and headed by a man (this is what
happens almost in 6 out of 7 lists), the more men we will have in a list. For example, all the lists in the constituency of Mednine included nine
members, and since out of 34 lists, 33 men were at the head of the lists versus one woman, out of 306 candidates, we find 169 men and only 137
women.

128 See the paragraphs on the results of the legislative elections.
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by men, i.e. only 6.8% are headed by women compared to 93.2% headed by men™. It is
certain that had the provisions of chapter 46 been fully applied, since it stipulates that the
State seeks to achieve gender parity in elected councils, the situation would have been
different especially in the light of adopting horizontal parity as it was the case for the
municipal elections since the amendment of the Electoral Code of 2017. The 2019 elections
have resulted in the victory of 54 women elected to the new Assembly of People’s
Representatives, i.e. 24.88%™°. This number is in decline compared to 2014 when it was
about 68 deputies, i.e. 31.3%". The elected women to the new Assembly of People’s
Representatives belong essentially to the more represented parties, with 40% of the
deputies from Al-Nahda, 42% from Heart of Tunisia (Qalb Tounes), and 7% fromLong Live
Tunisia (Tahya Tounes) and The People’s Movement (Harakat Al Chaab). The independent
deputies are almost all men. Among 33 constituencies, parity was achieved only two: Ben
Arous and Kef. But, it should be noted that two women won the two seats in the Americas’

and the rest of Europe constituencies™.

Regarding the proportion of women’s participation in voting, it was higher in the
presidential elections than in the legislative elections, and it was the highest in the second
round of the presidential elections. If we take the percentage of women’s participation
according to age and gender, we will notice that 6.3% of voters were females whose age
ranged between 18 and 25 years, while males of the same age group represented 5.3% of
the total number of voters. On the other hand, male voters of the age group 26-45
represented 20.3% of the total number of voters, while females of the same age group
represented 18.9%. The highest turnout was (28%) of the total male voters of the elderly
over 45 years of age, while female voters of the same age group represented 21.2% of the

total™.

129 In return, the percentage of women-led lists in the constituencies of Tunis1, Tunis 2, Ariana and Ben Arous reached 20% of heads of lists.

130 It is the number declared in the final results of the elections, but this number increased because of the resignations among men, especially
those who were assigned a ministerial post.

131As a reminder, the 2011 National Constituent Assembly elections had led to the election of 59 women, representing 27% of the total number
of deputies.

132 They are the heads of the lists of Al-Nahda and the Democratic Movement (Attayyar Ad-Democrati).

133 It should be noted that we could include, in this paragraph, detailed data about the participation rate in the legislative elections in the five
southern governorates according to gender and age groups because it was neither included in the website of the Election Commission nor in
the decision of election results. It seemed that withholding this information was related to the Commission’s desire to avoid highlighting the

contrast between the participation rate declared on the polling day and the rates declared on the day of the announcement of the initial results
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As for youth participation, the general tendency was the lack of interest in public affairs,
which is not unique to the five southern governorates but covers the whole country. This is
translated in the three-day voting by the reluctance of young people to go to polling
centers, which reached its peak on the occasion of the legislative elections, while this
reluctance declined especially in the second round of the presidential elections. However,
the withholding of information about the detailed data of youth participation rates by
region and by type on the part of The Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)

prevents us from providing more accurate analyses™.

7.12.5. The political, social and economic factors

The most significant of which is the existence of a conservative political trend that has led
to the continuation of supporting the political parties that give an important place to the
religious values or to the issue of identity, especially those parties with an Islamist or
nationalist orientation. In this context, the conservative Al-Nahda Movement obtained 12
seats out of 29 contested over in the five southern governorates, i.e. 41.38%, while it could
only get 23.96% of seats in all the constituencies in Tunisia and abroad, which highlights

that the South is political center of gravity for the party.

Nevertheless, it should be noted that the party’s results have declined compared to those
recorded in the 2014 elections, with 15 seats out of 29 contested over in the five southern
governorates, representing 51.72%, while the total number of seats it obtained was about
31.8% in all the constituencies in Tunisia and abroad. Another conservative Islamist party
has emerged and has undoubtedly cut part of the electoral base of Al-Nahda in the
southern governorates and in other regions in the country, represented by the lists of
independents’ coalition called the Dignity Coalition (Itilaf Alkarama) which won three seats
in three different governorates™. As for the nationalist political family, the People's
Movement (Harakat Al Chadb) was able to achieve electoral victories by winning five seats
distributed across all governorates except Tataouine. Four parties, belonging to what is

called the modernist, centrist democratic family, were able, together, to get seven seats two

which seemed to have been found to be incorrect, and that the real rates which The Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) obtained
after verification were different, thus, their deployment could call into question the Commission’s performance.

134 We hope that The Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE) will publish the information stated in its final report on the legislative
and presidential elections of 2019, which due to be issued shortly.

135 Mednine, Tataouine and Kebili
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of which for Heart of Tunisia(Qalb Tounes)™, two for Mashroua Tounes™, two for Long Live
Tunisia(Tahya Tounes)® and one for Call of Tunisia (Nidaa Tounes) in Tozeur. The
Democratic Current (Attayyar Ad-Democrati), classified among the revolutionary parties, was
able to get one seat in the governorate of Gabes. Independent electoral lists failed to
compete with party lists, with one independent list winning one seat in Tozeur, the list of
“Citizenship and Development”. This shows that political parties belonging to the above-
mentioned political families remain effective and decisive in the electoral race despite the
erosion of their popularity and the growing limited confidence in them among the voters.
The Islamist Al-Nahda Movement remains the most representative and influential party,
especially as many of its leaders belong to the southern governorates™ and its
organizational presence at the regional and local level as well as its dependence on many

influential associations particularly those of charity.

On the social and economic level, voters’ expectations from the elections were great and
their main hope was to break the cycle of marginalization and the absence of development
projects that would provide jobs for the unemployed whose rate is more than the national
average, especially university graduates, as well as to improve living conditions by providing
adequate infrastructure and public facilities that provide good services. Part of the voters
in the five governorates also hope to put an end with fragile employment mechanisms such
as urban workers and teachers on temporary contracts. It is no doubt that the people of
the South are aware that part of their problems is linked to the security situation in
neighboring Libya with which the transactions used to solve part of the social and
economic problems. In particular, thanks to the job opportunities available to the southern
immigrants in addition to the intensive inter-trade that was prevailing. But, today with the
dangerous deterioration of the security situation in the State of Libya, in addition to the
disintegration of the State, job opportunities have decreased to a minimum and the trade
between the two countries has fallen especially in its organized form since more informal
trade has dominated and its activity pace has been disrupted due to security instability and
frequent closure of border crossings.

Therefore, the expectations of the people in the South at the social and economic levels

remain high, longing for a comprehensive and sustainable development that is eco-friendly

136 In Gabes and Mednine
137 In Gabes and Tataouine
138 In Mednine and Kebili

139 On the top of them is the Chairman of the Movement Mr. Rashid Al-Khriji Ghannouchi, from the governorate of Gabes.
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and does not cause harm to nature and inhabitants, as it has been the case in the

governorate of Gabes since the seventies of the last century.

8. Recommendations

8.1. To the Assembly of People’s Representatives

- When electing the members of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE), the
principle of gender parity must be respected in the composition of the bodies’ councils
according to the wording of the law™?.

- The deadlines for electing the members of the Independent High Authority for the
Elections (ISIE) Council need to be respected, especially when it comes to members who
have completed a full six-year term, because their stay in the Council is a violation of the
Constitution™.

- Adopt the law related to territorial division and the standards for allocating seats at least
one year before the next elections, with the attempt to address the significant differences
in the electoral quotient, especially between electoral districts at home and abroad, which
means that the number of deputies representing Tunisians residing in the six foreign
districts is reduced.

- Amend the electoral law by extending the deadlines for the lapse of electoral crimes by
statute of limitations for more than three years.

- Provide the legal framework for the Constitutional Authority for Audio-Visual
Communication and the election of the board and chairperson of the said body, as well as
the election of the members of the councils and the chairmen of the other three
independent constitutional bodies: Human Rights Commission, Sustainable Development
and the Rights of Future Generations Authority, Good Governance and Anti-Corruption
Authority.

- Adopt a new legal framework related to the public funding of political parties to overcome

the disadvantages associated with the absence of such funding.

140 Specifically, the second paragraph of chapter 6 of The Basic Law No.47-2018 of 7 August 2018 on the provisions common to the independent
constitutional bodies which states: “the Council shall consist of full-time members elected for a single six-year term, by a two-thirds majority of
the members of the People’'s Assembly. It is committed to the principle of parity between men and women in the composition of the bodies of
boards.”

141 They Mr. Nabil Bafoun, the current Chairman of the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE), in addition to Mr. Anis Jarboui, Mr.
Farouk Bouaskar and Mrs. Hasnaa Ben Sulaiman, given that the last three have made up three resigned members, It is logical that their

mandates should come to an end on the expiration date of the terms of the three members who have been substituted.
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- Establish legal mechanisms for effective control of irregularities associated with illicit
financing of political parties.

- Develop mechanisms to control the application of campaign rules, especially campaign
expenditures.

- Adopt legal provisions applicable to social media networks. In particular, the controls over
political publicity on the networks mentioned and their financing.

- Establish specialized judicial bodies within the ordinary courts of justice to decide on the
issues related to electoral crimes within a reasonable time that is desirable to be the same
deadlines set for the judicial disputes concerning the initial results of the elections,
whether legislative, presidential, regional or municipal.

- Modify the electoral law by specifying some concepts such as “political publicity” and
“electioneering”.

- Develop a legal text regulating opinion polls processes to ensure their scientific
objectivity and to help public opinion to get credible information that would facilitate the
selection process, especially if a threshold of 5% is established, which makes the voter
avoid losing his voice by giving it to the one who cannot go beyond the threshold.

- Modify the electoral law by extending time limits of litigations over electoral disputes to
enable the electoral judge to use his investigative powers to pass fair judgments.

- Amend the electoral law to simplify the formal requirements for litigation in electoral
disputes, in order to minimize the number of formal rejections™?.

- Modify the electoral law by allowing judicial appeal against candidacies and preliminary
elections results to voters.

- Adopt horizontal parity for parties and coalitions that nominate lists in two or more
electoral districts so that the equity in number of women and men heads of the lists would

make a de facto parity within the Parliament possible.

8.2. To the Independent High Authority for the Elections (ISIE)

- The need for an additional effort to include Tunisians over 18 years of age who are not
listed in the electoral register, especially the important numbers of Tunisians living abroad

and rural women who do not have national identity cards.

142 This has been the case since the electoral disputes relating to the 2011 National Constituent Assembly, which witnessed the dismissal of 52

out of 104 appeals for the disrespect of appeal formalities.
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- The need to improve the performance of the Authority in the field of educational
awareness targeted to voters so that it can be with the density, quality and effectiveness
required.

- The need to respect the gender parity principle in the office of Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson of the Authority so as if the head of the Authority is a woman, her deputy
should be a man, and vice versa'.

- The need to respect the gender parity principle in the holding of office at the level of

subsidiary bodies for the elections.

8.3. To the President of the Republic

- The proposal to amend the Constitution to extend the maximum term of the 90-day
interim presidency to a maximum of 120 days so as the premature presidential elections
are held in the most favorable conditions and that appeal periods and campaign periods

are not significantly reduced.

8.4. To the Government

- The proposal to establish a structure specialized in monitoring the financing of political
life and the electoral expenses of candidates instead of the Court of Audit until the latter is
exempt from that task and will find itself unable to play its normal role in the control of

governance over the disposal of State and public institutions’ funds.

- Providing the Financial and Economic Judiciary Pole with human and material resources
that would help it play its role in the speedy settlement of the files transferred by the Court

of Audit and related to abuses associated with financing election expenditures.

143 According to the provisions of the last paragraph of chapter 6 of The Basic Law N0.47-2018 of 7 August 2018 on the common provisions to the

independent constitutional authorities.
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